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- Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

Leaders of the 1922 Commit- 
tee of Tory MPs — the men in 
grey suits - last night met the 
Prime Minister to dxsozss back- 
bench unrest over Europe and 
anxiety that the Government is 
making too many blunders on 
a range of issues. 

\ The Independent learned that 
at a meeting earlier in the day 
of the 1922 Committee -.the 
safety valve for backbench pres- 
sure -chairman Sir Marcus Fax 
reported deep unrest among 
Tory MPs over the Govern- 
ment’s handling of the partial 
ban on guns, combat knives, 
and Europe which led to re- 
newed conflict between the. 
leadership and the Euro-scep- 
tic wing of the party. 

“There has been a-total in- 
ability to spot the pitfalls,” said 
one senior Tbry source. 

Such an open display of 
nerves mtb less than sixmcHiths 
to go before the next election 
is dangerous for the Govern- 
ment because It.-exposes the 
1e nature of Tbiy morale. , 
the hurried meetings, 
were being organised to quefi 
the jitters, one Tbry' source... 
said; “It*s a mess - but we have 
had lots of messes.? • 

In an extraordinary move 
after Prime Minister’s question ‘ 
time, at which John Major 
faced open hostility from 
his own Euro-sceptic back- 
benchers, the most senior fig- 
ures Of the Tbry backbench 
said they wanted a meeting with 
Mr Major.. ... 

The cafi came as around 100 


Tory MPs tabled demands for 
a debate to block moves by the 
European Commission to cre- 
ate a stability pact, which the 
Tbry Euro-sceptics said could 
undermine Britain’s opt-out 
from the single European cur- 


io person to the Government 
chief whip, Alastair Goodlad. 

" Senior members of the Ibty 
backbench committee told The 
Independent they were con- 
cerned at the failure of the Gov- 
emmentto turn the attack on 
Tbry sleaze against Labour 
over the secret funding of the 
private offices for Tbity Blair, 
John Prescott -and Gordon 
Brown. '•••■- 
Meanwhile, senior ministers 
were holding imeigcncy mect- 
ings to prepare the yay for a de- 
. bate ^o lance a growing bo3 ' 
over Europe after Mr Major 
failed to reassure Tbry MPs that 
no key decisions would be tak- 
en by the Chancellor, Ken- 
neth Clarke" ar a meeting of. 
European finance minsters on 
European monetary union. 
Tbry 

Mr Major ofmisli 
Commons afterheinasted that 
no kcydecisions would betak- 
en " on European Monetary 
Union' at' the. forthcoming 
meeting of European economic 
and finance ministers (Eoofin) 
to be attended by Mr Clarke. 
Mr Major said the decisions 
wouldbe taken at the European 
summit in December. : 

John. Redwood, the' former 
Tory leadership challenger, 
wrote to the Chancellor last 
night demanding a public as- 


surance that be agreed with the 
Rime Minister that the key de- 
cisions would be taken at the 
summit, and not by the Chan- 
cellor at the Ecofin meeting. 

*T have written to the Chan- 
cellor Baking him to confinn 
what the Prime Minister said - 
that nothing would happen at 
the Ecofin, 1 * he said. 

Mr Redwood’s supporters 
said -the Euro- sceptics had 
warned the Government they 
would vote against It if the 
Rome Minister continued to re- 
sist the pressure for a- foil 
Commons debate before the 
Ecofin meeting early next 
month. 

: Former Paymaster General 
David Heathcoat-Amory, who 
. resigned earlier this year to 
campaign against economic 
and monetary union dashed 
jpffi Mr Mtqor in the Com- 
mpns. He warned ministers. 

would be “a great mis- 
ta^% 4 ^igaore MPs’wishes. 

“A jfentfapg has been put up 
- we wftiig.f to supppit the 
Goverameni ! ~ x but OrBy if the . 
GovernipeHt looks after our 

chairman offthe lbiy nftty, 
normally would be die Mghtaksg 
amdSsftfc for Tbiy backbench 
unrest about presentation. 
But 4he criticism -fe being di- 
rected at the^door of Downing 
Street 

Senior Toty MPs support 
the aggressive attacks on 
Labour by Mr Mawhinne/s 
team, but fear that the Prime 
Minister’s office lacks the po- 
litical punch needed to counter 



• Sticks 

• joined by freezing one end to another 
used the same stump for the first two works 
many collapses 

easier to work before sunrise and alter sunset 
Andy Goldsworthy, Alaska, November 1995 


Today Is the final day of Andy Goldsworthy’s 
exhibition “Wood” at London’s Michael Hue- 
WllHams Gallery. 

Goldsworthy, one of Britain’s most renowned 
artists, works entirely with organic materials 
- ice, leaves, thorns, stones, trees, sticks and 
mud -and has become internationally famous 


for his creations. Goldsworthy has just opened 
similar shows in both San Francisco and New 
Ybric. 

This picture and the Inscription written and 
laid out by the artist to go with ft (left) comes 
from his book, “Wood”, just published by 
Viking. 


Commons probe Sinn Fein visit 


John Itontoul . 
and David McKittricfc 

The Prime Minister condemned the 
'‘stunning naivety” of three Labour 
Mft yesterday as fe announced an for 
quity in to claims that they had let sus- 
pected IRA members wander about- 
unaccompanied in the House of Com- 
mons. - 

Responding to the reportin' yes- 
terday's Independent that the three had 
been called in by Donald Dewar, -the 
Labour chief whip,to explain them- 1 ., 
selves, John Major told the Commons 
that ihe government bad already writ- 
ten to Betty Boothrttyd, the Speaker. 


“My imdqrstanding is i that these rep- 
resentatives of Sinn Ffein were invited 
to the House to meet a number of Ho- 
nourable Members, that no prior no- 
tification about the meeringwas given 
and th§t they were from time to time 
left unattended." Mr Major told MF5. 

Tb prolonged Tbry cheers, he de- 
clared: “I don't know what the out- 
come of this inquiry will be -but I think 
it is stunnipg naivety of any Honourable 
Member not to realise the connection 
between Sinn Fein and the IRA!’ 

Labour leftwingers Ken Lrving- 


£*met Mitchel McLaughlin, a 
leading figure in Sinn Fein, ffifce 


weeks ago in a cafeteria in the Palace 
of Westminster. They were observed 
by members of the security services, 
who reported their concern to the 
Speaker that one of Mr McLaughlin’s 
party had been unaccompanied an a 
visit to the toilet for 20 minutes. Miss 
Boothroyd is believed to have re- 
ferred the report to Mr Dewar. 

But in an unprecedented public 
comment, MI5 “categorically” denied 
that it had “any involvement” in the 
events reported yesterday. The Speak- 
er’s office had no comment to make 
on which part of the security services 
had contacted Miss Boothroyd. 

Mr Livingstone yesterday accused 


whoever had complained about his 
meeting with Sinn Fein of living in a 
“fantasy world". But Jack Straw, the 
shadow Home Secretary, said com- 
plaints of security breaches were tak- 
en “very seriously" by Labour’s 
leadership. Mr McLaughlin made no 
public comment, but Republican 
sources were privately scornful of the 
idea that senior IRA activists should 
have been in the Co mm ons with Mr 
McLaughlin, one of the parly’s most 
familiar faces on television. 

A Sinn Fein source said Mr 
McLaughlin had noted a bald-headed 
man with ginger hair paying attention 
to him. He added: “Mitchel took him 


for a walk around the place. The guy 
was keeping an eye on him, so he went 
for a wee walk, taking your man with 
him. " Mr McLaughlin's companions 
in the Gammons were senior Sum Fern 
member Bairbre de Bran, together 
with Frank O'Neill, a London-based 
republican sympathiser. 

As bead of the party's internation- 
al department, Ms de Bnm is a well- 
known Sinn Fein figure who has made 
many television appearances. Mr 
O'Neill is said to be a member of the 
Wolfe Tone Society but not a member 
of Sinn Fein. Neither has ever been 
linked with the IRA army council. 

Sinn Fein’s tom; page 2 
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Eniu fears 

Gerqrany aud France sought to 
calm nerves over the planned 
European single currency by in- 
sisting that ttie maxk-france ex- 
bangexate doesnot heed to be. 
changed Tfie move was de- 
signed to quell Speculation that 
the franc might be devalued be- 
foretiw^cheduled launch ofthfc 
edro in 1999. JtogelS 

Tags for children ' 

Electronic Lags bo old be used tb 
excludejuvenile offenders as 
. young us Ittfrcub sports events 
and shopping arcades, monitor 
yaem.atschoGl and P lace 
ibide r hYmse "arrest. Penal re- 
former and probation officers 
deserftfed the proposals as un- 
wocfefjeir. yy. - . 1 * 8 ® 

graffiti winnings • . 

. Teenage pop^groups, graffiti 
artists, ji^epsandacrobatswfil 

be able to taWfor grants from . 
the Natiaaalatottety fund. It is - 
the firit tmw.peorteas.well as 
. bufldahgs areeligMe-fornio 11 ; 
ey from the. iMteiyw ' 3Page5 

-market., — . 

;-is focreate 5^200 jobs 
to siaff 3(hijew aipensiores, 
half to bc'built iioa ywr and 
half the next yearl 22 



chief admits 



jAMES.cuaitg;,. 1 
‘Calais v ; '-l 

Eurotunnel admitted for the 
first time yesten&y that safety 
offidalaknew on Monday night 
that one of the Channel tram 
wagons was smcwldering .but 
planhed not to stop the tcina um 
til ir left the "tunnel. ’’* ■ ■*. 

Why it stopped tbefo in- 
stead, putting Staff and pas- 
sengers- fives at ride, will be one 
of the crucial qui^tions for the 
inquiries invest^ting thefira 

wmchhas severety dented pub- 
lic confidence in the t umid, 

. Eurotunnel’s joint director 
Alain Bertrand, speaking in. 
Calais yesddey, confirmedtfaat 
twosecurityguaxds had noticed 
the train “u not- Q}“te on fire, 

foen smort dating 1 . metres be- 
fore it Mitered the turnieL _ 

■ Mr Bertrand said that this m- 
formation was. relayed to the - 
control centre at Calais: Once 
inside, the turaiel, other safety . 


systems designed to detect fire 
and -smoke and placed at two 
kilometre iutervms had con- 
firmed to both the control cea- - 
tre and another emergency 
centre that the ffeighi team 
was at least partially on fire'. He 
said: “It was planned thar the 
tram should continue on its 


journey [some 50 kilometres] 
and go on to exit in England.” 
He repeated: “It was not sup- . 
posed to stop.” 

More wagons from train 
were brought out of the tunnel 
early yesterday morning. The 
charred and mangled remains 
of the lorries made the steel lat- 
tice of the freight wagons gave 
a horrific indication of the m- 
. tense inferno they had faced in- 
side the confines of the tunnel. 

- Melted wheels and covers, 
twisted and peeled cargo, tom 
away fibreglass, tens of damaged 
cargo and A severe stench of 
smo ke dung to the first few lor- 
ries. Then came "the wagons 
which were nearer the blaze. 
One looked as thctrtb it had 
simply melted, r" .«ngo of . 

pineMpksbaibeciicd to admits 
wheels melted, leaving only a 
crude skeleton of a vehicle. 

'For Eurotunnel' the worry 
now is: if this Is tte condition, 
of the wagons five lorries away 


from the epicentre of the blaze, 
what can the condition of the re- 
maining five wagons still left in 
the tunnel now be? The sight of 
them is likely to further horri- 
fy potential passengers. 

The Inter Governmental 
Safety Commission continued 
meeting in Calais for another 
lengthy session yesterday. There 
is no sign from the Commission 
that they are nearer to allowing 
either car or tourist passenger 
trains back into the tunnel- 
Only bulk goods trains have 


remainin g clear tunneL 
-In the week ahead, Euro- 
tunnel will have to persuade the 
Pri m missi on they nave already 
learned lessons from the fire. 

British firefighters argued 
strongly that the breakdown in 
communications might have 
been caused by an over-complex 
chain of responsibility which 
caused a “halls up" at the Eng- 
lish end of the tunneL 
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FOR PROFESSIONALS 



BREITLING 


1884 



CHRONOMAT 

Close cooperation with piktu and aviation experts enables Breitling 
to continue improving its chronograph designs all the time. 
The Chronomat features a selfwinding mechanical movement, a 
rotating bead and a scrcw-lockcd crown. This instrument is 
water-resistant down to 100 metres. 
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Modest potatoes see off cheeky Spanish 


Bomngg! And Aylesbury Tory 
David UUington sprang from 
his green Iffy pad to question an 
agriculture minister about fruit 
shapes and sizes. Should they 
not, he asked, be a matter for 
the consumer, not for bureau- 
crats? Boinngg! he sprang back 



again and slumped - spent - his 
long legs akimbo ana his head 


long legs akimbo ana his head 
resting gently on the weaseliy 
Nigel Evan's shoulder. Indeed, 
replied Tim Boswell (one of the 
small legion of ministers who 
protect our agriculture and de- 
fend our fisheries), he could re- 
assure the honourable 
gentleman that the "small or- 
ange cox's pippin is safe in our 
hands". 

It is a strange legacy of the 


DAVID 
AARONOVITCH 


post -war years of aust erity that 
farmers and fishers, who employ 


a quarter of a million Britons all 
told, should have a ministry and 
a question time .all of their 
own. when financial services (a 
million employees), has neither. 
But this arrangement does 
make for moments of levity. For, 
no sooner had Mr Lidington's 
question been satisfactorily re- 
solved. than Peter Atkinson 
(Con. Hexham) rose to ask 


Inquest told of 
man’s screams 
as blows fell 


A defenceless black man, who 
later died in custody, screamed 
in agony as a group of police of- 
ficers "hammered" him with 
their heavy batons, an inquest 
jury was told yesterday. 

"I could hear the thud of the 
blows." Susan Price recalled. 
The mother-of-three, who 
wiped tears from her eyes as she 
graphically described how sus- 
pected burglar Wayne Douglas 
had been pounced on like “dogs 


getting hold of a cat”, said she 
had no idea how many times he 


had no idea how many times he 
was struck. 

"But it seemed to go on for 
ages. He was screaming 1 was 
very distressed at what was 
happening." 

Suddenly his cries stopped, 
and minutes later she heard the 
handcuffed 25-year-old “whim- 
pering" as he was carried un- 
moving, like a “trussed up 
chicken" out of a children's pork 
in Brixton. south west London, 
where he had been caught. 

Former postman Mr Douglas 
was then thrown lace down 
onto the floor of a police van 
“like a sack of potatoes". 

That caused the man to cry 


jitajee, 
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if you'd like co understand what’s happening on 
Sci-Fi TV. Radio Times Sci-Fi page will tell you 
everything you need to know, and it’s not in Klingon! 


*Sfcdu$rnes 


ITS NOT WHAT YOU EXPECT 


about the “establishment of a 
modest potato regime”. 

A modest potato regime? 
What is this? Government by 
modest potatoes, presumably. 
In the last 70 years We have 
witnessed fascist regimes, 
communist .regimes, military, 
regimes and theocratic re gim es 
(very few of them modest, as it 
happens), but not potato 
regimes.' One imagin es that 
such a government would be 
solid, earthy, doll and stodgy. 
All the members of me 
cabinet would be dressed in 
brown sacks, but would have dif- 
ferent coloured arms, legs and 


noses. 

The minister did not clarify, 
but rather confused the issue by 
referring to s imilar extant “fruit 
and vegetable regimes". The 


first probably refers to the city 
council of San Francisco; the 
seoond to what we have in 
Britain at the moment. It is the 
latter that Mr Atkinson would 
like to see ousted and substi- 
tuted with his favoured potato 
regime. 

The potatoes would certain- 
ly put a stop to the abuses of 
Britain’s hospitality cited by 
David Harris (Con, St Ives). He 
told the shocking tale of how a 
Nimrod aircraft had lifted a 
Spanish fisherman to die Cor- 
nish mainland, only to discov- 
er on arrival that he wasn't even 
ill! (Caramba!) And Spanish 
fishermen were “turning up in 
Cornwall and registering for na- 
tional insurance numbers” 
(Madre de dios!). You can 
imagine them waxing their 


moustaches, adjusting their ear- 
rings and pulling on their ciga- 
rillos, as they lounged indie 
social security office queue, 
seeking an easy life on the 
British dole. 

. But even this is preferable to 
their habit of poaching our 
fish, while (according to Tony 
Baldzy, the minister responsi- 
ble), “masquerading as UK 
fishermen”. They do this by 
shaving, slapping on Old Spice 
to hide the smell of garlic and 

calling everybody “matey” . 

Barry Legg (Coo, SW Milton 
Keynes) urged the present 
regime to “take a leaf out of Sir 
Francis Drake’s book, when 
dealing with the Armada... 
And? “and press these matters 
at the IGC until they are satis- 
factorily resolved”. I took the 


heavy tome on Englfah history 
down from the shelf, ana 
looked up “Drake, Sir Franas . 
And sure enough, Mr" Legg 
was right. When, in 1588, the 
Duke of Medina Sidoniaand his 
squadrons were sighted off the 
lizard. Sir Francis calmly fin- 
ished off his game of bowls, col- 
lected his briefcase, nipped on 
Burostar and took his seat at the 
IGC There, as Professor A.L. 
Elton reveals. Drake “pressed 
the matter to a satisfactory 
conclusion”. • • . ’ • 


out in pain and when a police 
officer then knelt on his back he 
once more shouted: “Aargh!". 

“There was nothing that man 
was doing that justified him be- 
ing treated in that way,” said Ms 
Price told the jury. 

She was giving evidence on 
the fourth day of the inquest 
into Mr Douglas's death just 
over an hour oner his arrest on 
5 December last year. 

Two weeks later a protest ral- 
ly outside Brixton Police Station 
sparked widespread rioting in 
the area which left a-£i million 
trail of damage. 

The hearing at Southwark 
Crown Court has heard that a 
hunt for witnesses to evidence 
surrounding Mr Douglas's ar- 
rest met “a wall of silence and 
fear" from local residents re- 
luctant to help police. 

Ms Price said she, too, had 
been “frightened" of the police 
and had not wanted to come to 
court This prompted coroner 
Sir Montague Levine to assure 
her she had nothing to worry 
about 

The hearing was adjourned 
until tomorrow. 



Derry car bomb adds 
to fear of new violence 


David McKittrick 

Ireland Correspondent 


Army bomb disposal experts 
yesterday successfully defused 
a large car. bomb which had 
been left close to an RUC sta- 
tion in Londonderry by a re- 
publican splinter group. 

Although the device was not 
the work of the IRA it has in- 
creased general apprehension 
that Northern Ireland could 
be sliding hade towards violence 
on a larger scale. 

The car bomb was dealt with 
by a motorised bomb disposal 
robot which managed to blow 
the device apart without setting 
off its main charge. The car was 
subsequently found to contain 
around 6001b of home-made ex- 
plosives, an amount which 


would have caused serious dam- 
age over a wide area. 

A warning call had been re- 
ceived just before noon from the 
“IRA Continuity Array Coun- 
cil”, which has been responsi- 
ble for sporadic bomb attacks 
over the last two years. Most of 
its activities have ended in fail- 
ure, but the organisation, 
though small is clearly becom- 
ing more ambitious. 

The group is said by securi- 
ty sources to have a close rela- 
tionship with Republican Sinn 
Fein, the parly set up 10 years 
ago by the veteran republican 
Ruairi O Bradaigh. He broke 
away from Sinn Fein because he 
believed ft was moving from mil- 
itarism and imo politics. 

The group's most destructive 
act, in July of this year, was to 


blow up a well-known hotel in 
Co Fermanagh. In early Octo- 
ber an attempt to plant a car 
bomb, containing 2501b of ex- 
plosives, in Belfast city centre 
faded. 

The incident caused concern 
in security circles, however, 
since it appeared to represent 
the organisation's first major op- 
eration in Belfast. The RUC 
and army will be reviewing se- 
curity measures in the nm-up to 
Christinas. 

Among scores of offices and 
businesses evacuated while the 
bomb was being defused yes- 
terday was the office of SDLP 
leader John Hume, who is MP 
for the city. Mr Hume sard: 
“The people responsible are the 
enemies of everyone. The peo- 
ple engaged in this activity are 


government can bring that 
about." 


Sinn Fein leaders have re- 
cently said that proposals bad 
been conveyed to London, but 
that no reply had yet been re- 
ceived from the Government. 


significant shorts 


500ft Mg wheel AnS®*® 8 
rolls ahead for controls 

ml ^T U 5MJ 1T1 ^ client is 

The plan for a 50Qfl ‘ ... its rabies control 

“Mnienniuin Wheel on the a®. . account of the 

souffibankofiheTWs*" gg^’&formaUon, 

frKSffiSS/afcw Sfcte ■**«.«“* 


John Glimmer; Secretary agriculture 


described the UOnpIan as ^“^‘spe^iation that 
“an inspired ‘dea for co Minister has asked 

ap S3SS=! 


U/1IUUOIUU - • • - 

Subsequent mythology has 
embellished the event with 
nonsensical flourishes like fee - 
ships and storms. An incoming 
potato regime (modest or im- 
modest, it makes' no differ- 
ence) will put an end to such 
inaccuracies. 


project would provide 
“unparalleled, once-in-a- 
lifetime views of the heart ol 
the capital", he added in a 
Commons reply. 

The proposal.- by the 
architects David Marks and 
Julia Barfield, is being 
funded privately with the 
backing of British Airways. 
The wheel will be in Jubilee 
Gardens next to the former 
County Hall It will be used 
for five years, spanning the 
mill ennium. Picture, page fi 


UK l— ■ . . , I 

“If new moves are decided 
upon, an announcement will 
be made. But our paramount 
need is to protect the health 
of animals and people in 
Britain," she said. 


Breakthrough 
fbrsick miners 


Farmer let 
400 deer die 


Deer -on a farm “dropped 
like flies” through disease 


Thousands of former miners 
with crippling chest disea s e s 
and former building workers 
afflicted with asbestosis will 
benefit from changes to the 
industrial injuries scheme 
announced by the 
Government 

After years of campaigning 
by miners* MPs, Peter UUey, 


and malnutrition, a court was Secretary of State for Social 

told. Around 400 died in sev- Security, has changed the 


en months at Tremoorland 
Farm, Cardinham, Cornwall 

The manager of the 220- 
acre farm, Robert Jasper, 40, 
pleaded guilty at Bodmin 
magistrates to causing 
unnecessary suffering. He 
earlier admitted falsifying 
records, and was fined a total 
of £500. The prosecution was 
brought after a police and 
RSPCA investigation. 

The farm was run by 
Galtee Deer Care of Cork, 
southern Ireland. 


rules for compensation for 
pitmen with chronic 
bronchitis and emphysema. A 
wider range of occupations 
will also now qualify for 
compensation for asbestos- 
induced mesothelioma. 

Barrie Clanent 


New hope on 
prostate cancer 

Scientists are closing in on 


genes implicated in prostate 
cancer, which affects about 


cancer, which affects about 

Fumes hazard 

•frw ‘fcntiKoe diabetes. The developments 
llff lttllUlTCO could lead to new therapies, 
A council was fined a total of or genetic screening against 


£44,000 after tenants were the diseases. A team at the 

put at risk from poisonous National Institutes for 
gas fumes. Health in Beihesda, 

Camden Qwmnl in north Maryland. US, said in the 
London was prosecuted after journal Science that it had 
gas flues to up to 200 fires in narrowed (he location of a 
living rooms of flats were gene mutation linked to 

disconnected bv workmen hereditary prostate cancer. 


gene mutation linked to 
hereditary prostate cancer. 


and gas installations were not Millennium Pharmaceuticals ' 


inspected. of Cambridge. 

Gerkenwell Magistrates Massachusetts, said that it * 
Court was told the council- had identified the gene- . 
was let down by private ' ‘ implicated in type II 

contractors but it accepted diabetes. Charles Arthur 
responsibility. Kurt Coelho, 
of the Health and Safety m . 

Executive, said the sub- lUintnno 1 flAWI 
contractors had lUUVUlg I1UUI 

disconnected vents tnolr -f/w* xtaiit 

connecting the flues without L AOIV AU1 J ulu 
telling the council These had Scientists have provided 
not been re-connected when further evidence that 
the work was finished. childhood leukaemia ma 

Mr Coelho said: “It could a rare response to infect 
have led to carbon monoxide and that this could expla 
poisoning to anyone in the apparent “clusters” of th 


One of the lorries which was destroyed in Monday's Channel Tunnel conflagration sitting on the French side 
yesterday after being retrieved by rescue crews Photograph: David Glles^Press Association 


Moving home 
risk fin* young 


not been re-connected when further evidence that 
the work was finished. childhood leukaemia may be 

Mr Coelho said: “It could a rare response to infection, 
have led to carbon monoxide and that this could explain 
poisoning to anyone in the apparent “clusters” of the 
living room.” • disease which have been 

reported since the 1970s. 

A team from Oxford 

"Piowo Wlllfo University found “significant” 
^ ^ * * IllvC trends in the incidence of 

scoops honour 

The chef Marco Pierre White children new to a district “In 


Pierre White 
scoops honour 


total enemies of the people of 
Derry and Ireland. They have 
no friends here." 

Mr Hume added that he be- 
lieved a new ERA ceasefire 
could be brought about 
He declared: “I have been in 
intensive dialogue with Gerry 
Adams and I know that a cease- 
fire can take place. I also know 
that it is for real I am quite pre- 
pared to stick my whole repu- 
tation on that. 

“The opportunity now exists 
to bring total and lasting peace, 
and I believe the British 


won the Egon Ronay Guide 
1997 Restaurant of the Year 
title for his establishment in 
the basement of Hyde Park 
Hotel London. The 
restaurant was cited for its 
sense of individuality in a 
grand hotel setting 


areas with high levels of 
inward migration, young 
children would tend to be 
infected earlier, producing a : 
raised level of leukaemia in 
early childhood," they say in 
the British Medical JoumaL 
Liz Hunt 
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How Sinn Fein strolled through Westminster 


Donald Dewar, the Labour 
chief whip, read the riot act in- 
dividually to three Labour MPs 
- Ken Livingstone. Jeremy Cor- 
byn. and Alan Simpson - in his 
room off the members' lobby. 

The Chief Whip said it was 
a matter of some sensitivity. It 
had been drawn to his attention 
the MPs had put the House at 
some considerable and unac- 
ceptable risk. 

A Labour source said: “He 
had been informed by the se- 
curity services that people with 
Mitchell McLaughlin were di- 
rectly involved with the IRA or 
connected with the IRA. 

"He said this House had 
been the target in the past and 
wuld well be in the present and 
the future, said the source. Mr 
Dra-ar told the MPs that bav- 
mg the Sinn Fein members in 
ins Commons had placed their 

leagues and the 
% hole House at risk. o ne of th e 
three said: “He told me I had 


Colin Brown looks at Labour's embarrassment over the 
republicans’ controversial tour of the corridors of power 


allowed them to roam freely 
around Parliament and the se- 
curity services had closely mon- 
itored their movements and 
wanted him to know of the risk. 
He appeared to have a report. 

“My response was just to 
pomt out that Mitchell 
McLaughlin had initiated it. He 
had already met a large num- 
ber of members and that I sim- 
ply had fitted into a slot where 
I was available that afternoon 
and they were already involved 
in other meetings.” 

“Plods", the cafe off the 

Great Hall used by the Com- 
mons police, seemed the perfect 
place for Sum Fein leadens to 
meet MPs. It was quiet, and 
once inside the security ring 
around the Commons, it was 
easy for MPS to come and go. 


The security service, MI5 , 
yesterday took the highly un- 
usual step of issuing a statement 
denying that they had contact- 
ed Labour abont the Sinn Fein 
visit or had been involved in a 
surveillance operation at the 
Commons. Labour MPs had 
been under the impression that 
Mr Dewar was acting on infor- 
mation supplied by MI5. 

A security source said: **MI5, 
categorically denies that it had 
any involvement in the events 
alleged in the story. It is not tine 
that security service surveil- 
lance officers followed anyone 
into the House of Commons. 
Audit’s not true that the secu- 
rity service complained to the 
Labour Parly. We were not in- 
volved in any way." 

Selected Labour MPs had 


been invited by Mr McLaugh- 
lin to join them to discuss their 
agenda for getting Sinn Fein 
into the Ulster peace talks. . 


They did not realise - they 
were being watched front 3 
nearby table by a group of se- 
curity officers, from the House 
of Commons dressed in casual 
clothes. . ■ 

The importance of security 
was etched in the walls at the 
police canteen. The stonework 
is still scarred by an IRA bomb 
attack more than a decade ago. 

Mr McLaughlin and his two 
friends had spent a busy' day 
touring all the main MPs’ office 
Wodcs. where they had meetings 
with individual Labour MPs u 
their private office suites. They 
had been to Millbank, One 
Parliament Street and the Nor- 


man Shaw bufldmg within the 
shadow Big Ben. 

“They were ttving to let peo- 
ple know that a lot of work was 
going on to reconstruct the 
ceasdh^ What they were really 
afraid of was that the Tbries 
would for political reasons en- 
sure. that the hurdles were 
' raised [for Sinn Ffein to enter the 
cross-party talks]. , 

“They wanted people to un- 
derstand the real danger. It 
would strengthen the hands of 
those who didn't want a cease- 
fire,” said one source. 

Decommissioning of IRA 
weapons - the issue on which 
the peace talks could founder 
- was hardly discussed. But the 
Labour MPs who met the S inn 
Fein group found they had aO 
given the same message: there 


would have to be a ceasefire be- 
fore Sinn Fein could hope to get 
into the talks. 

One MPwho mctxhemsaid: 
“Wj ileft them under no flluskms 
that the left in Britain were ab- 
solutely adamant that without 
the restoration of the ecasefire, 


there would no .peace process 
and they needed to take that 
message hack to the hard men . 
in the IRA 

“We all told them that what, 
the IRA were doing was erod- 
ing the traditional support Sim 
Fein had in Britain. \Ve aU told 
them the same thingr (hey 
would be throwing away the re- 


public case by seeking 1 to un- 
leash another wave. of. 
indiscriminate bombings-” 

Mr McLaughlin also, bad an 
agenda. “He wanted Tbny Blair 
to distance himself from John; 
Major by standing .stOL Hc_ 
didn’t want Blair to by to match • 
Major by putting more hurdles ; 
in the way of peace” . . 
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Actor shows his own play’s the thing - but can he upstage the award-winning Emma Thompson? 
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No contest Emma Thompson and Kate Wnslett In the awrd-winng Sense and Sensibility (I eft), and Branagh with Wmsiett in the (firector’sforthcoming film version of Hamlet 


Marianne Macdonald 

Media Correspondent • 

Those who thought Shakespeare 
could not be improved wili be in for 
a surprise next Hrarsday, when Ken- 
neth Branagh’s long-awaited screen- 
play of Hamlet hits die bookshops. 

It offers the first and rather alann- 
mg insight into thelhree-and-a-balf 
hour film which opens on "V&IenfiDe’s 
Day and which' stars Branagh as the 
deranged Dane and Kate Winslet as 
Ophelia. While the screenplay’s cov- 
er credits the Baid'sinput I Bran3$i's 
name is in larger type, presumably 
in deference to the trouble Shake- 
speare's new collaborator has taken 
improving and adding to the play. . 

Admittedly, die adaptation, path 


lished by Chatto & Windus, uses die 
First Folio in its entirety. But after 
almost every speech, Branagh has 
added his own thoughts on the 
meaning and motivation. 


Schwarzkopf mode”, while after a 
gravedigger’s speech he interjects: 
“Says Judge Ito.” Later, the King and 
Queen are shown in bed. “Gertrude 
and Claudius have not been dis- 


the President on the way to a White 
House press conference.’' 

His crass approach contrasts cm- 


‘At one point in the play Branagh 
describes the Danish king as going into 
Norman Schwarzkopf mode’ 


Some bf his comments— none of -cussing the weather!” Branagh gig- 
which are heard — are boarre and gles. When the screenplay has the 
others surreal in the context of one Eng and his eouxtiexs walking down 
of Shakespeare’s grealesi tragedies; a-corridor, ye are told: “It feels like 


Atone pomt be describes the Dan? 
ish King as going “into ' 


■a ; i 


of 


media ad- 
eapcrts briefing 


Oscar-winning adaptation of an- 
other classic — Jane Austen’s Sense 
and Sensibility, brought in by Emma 
Th omp s on at about half the length 
and with considerably more ele- 
gance. Coincidentally, it also co- 
starred Kate Winslet- 

Some of Branagh's comments are 
just off-the-wall. After Hamlet’s 
speech — “I could be bounded in a 
nutshell and count myself a King of 
infinite space, were it not that I have 
bad dreams” — Shakespeare's help- 
ful collaborator remarks: “Oh no you 
don’t We’ve got you sussed.” 

Before the players perform to 


Hamlet we learn: “They’re all ter- 
ribly excited. This, although unusu- 
al, looks as if it will be a good gig.” 
When Hamlet tells Ophelia that a 
woman's love is briet Branagh un- 


commandment” — the author ex- 
claims; “Ooo. A bit narked are we?” 

It is bard to know which reads 
more badly, Branagh's statements of 
the obvious or his m usings on mo- 


‘Oh, no you don’t. We’ve got you 
sussed... Get on with it then, 
Einstein... Ooo. A bit narked, are we?’ 


derfines the point: “ Bloody hell 
Everyone knows who that’s meant 
for.” When Guildenstem reproves 
Hamlet’s discourtesy — r “If it shall 
please you to make me a wholesome 
answer, I will do your mother’s 


(nation. After Hamlet teflsRalomus: 
“Use every man after his desert, and 
who should 'scape whipping?" 
Branagh advises: *A passionate plea 
for kindness.” When Hamlet tells 
Gufidensteni Denmark's a prison. 


Branagh observes: “Oh. Metaphors. 
Thank Christ for that." And during 
the gravedigging scene, Branagh 
urges: “Get on with it then, Einstein.” 

Branagh's low interjections after 
every fragment of dialogue makes it 
seem as if he is boorishly partic- 
ipating in every scene, this week’s 
Times Literary Supplement cuttingly 
observes. 

It adds: “After a few pages of such 
stuff, the commentary begins to 
read as though it is the wrkoi a mys- 
terious interloper into the play, an 
extra and rather louche character, 
someone from EastEnders. say. who 
has found himself transported to Elsi- 
nore and left to make what sense he 
can of what on earth is going on as 
he lurks at the back of the set.” 



Glenda Cooper 


Children want their fathers to 
be “new men”, helping with the 
housework, taking an equal 
role in child-care and attending 
the birth of any brothers or sis- 
ters. 

A study of 600 teenagers in 
east London found they want- 
ed an emotionally committed, 
close and cariqg relationship 
with theft 'fi&ervwbom they 
considered central to the wel- 
fare of the home; . 

More than nineoardf lOchD- 
dren said that a' father should 
be present at the birth of their 
chad and 70 pier cent considered 
that he should take paternity, 
leave afterwards. 

Fathers should also share 
domestic duties and still con- 
tribute economically to the 
famil y if the mother and father 
divorced, the survey reported in 
the Fdmify Folky Bulletin found. 

Children still saw fathers as 


the main breadwinner though, 
with one in three saying that 
earning money was the most im- 
portant, activity for them, fol- 
lowed by giving care and love 
and being involved in domestic 
duties. 

Most of the children in the 
study lived with both their nat- 
ural parents. They were asked 
to. keep daily diaries, which in- 
ctodea the time spent with their 
parents and what activities they 
bad done with them. 

■While friends were the most 
commonly mentioned people in 
the diaries, three-quarters men- 
tioned their mothers and 65 per 
cent their fathers at least once 
a week. Half the children in 
long-parent households did not 
mention their absentfathers. 

In two-parent households 
children, reported spending 
more time with their mothers 
than their fathers every day - 
just under six hours compared 
to four-and-a-haif hours. : 


- ' At weekends 
spending more time with their 
fathers than ^rls did and less 
time with their mothers. 

Contact with fathers is great- 
est when both parenls are work- 
ing full-time, possibly because 
fathers may often work longer 
in households where they are 
the sole earner. 

Witchin g television together 
was the most common activity 
for children and their parents, 
but talking to each other is said 
to be the most common father- 
child activity on Sundays. Go- 
ing out with fathers is more 
common for boys than girls. 

“Girls were more dissatisfied 
than boys with the amount of 
time fathers gave then, got less 
and were more likely to feel thar 
then fathere understood them.'’ , 
said Margaret O’Brien, profes- 
sor of famity studies and author 
of the report “In the main, chil- 
dren reported being emotion- 
ally closer to their mothers 


than their fathers. Fathers were 
chosen as the first port of call 
for only a minority of children 
and in three distinct areas: 
money, difficulty with mother 
and sport.” 

While children looked Jess 
favourably on full-time working 
mothers than those who worked, 
part-time or stayed at borne, fa- 
• there’ employment habits 
seemed to Save no impact on 
perceived levels of closeness or 
understanding. 

“The father-child axis is in a 
state of flux, some might say 
confusion,” said Professor 
O'Brien. “Modem children 
want their father to be around, 
to share domestic space and fa- 
mflial concerns. But they don’t 
appear to ’need’ him in quite the 
same way as the mother. lo 
what extent emergent employ- 
ment and cultural patterns will 
change and shape new forms of 
relating between men and their 
children is yet to be discovered.” 


Old snaps make new Beatle film 


Esther Lindt' 


A new Beatles film is to be made 
from thousands of photographs 
taken by Linda McCartney. • 

It will have a soundtrack of 
Beatles songs that have never 
been released before, including 
tapes of a secret jamming ses- . 
sion recorded at the London 
Roundhouse in .1968. 

Paul McCartney sloping his 
wife to edit at least 4.000 pic- 
tures of the group, none of 
which have been shown publicly 
before, to make a film known 
as a pbotofifm. 

Linda McCartney took , the 
pictures between her first meet- 
ing with the Beatles in 1967 at 
the time of the release of the 
Sergeant ftpperalbum, and the 
break-up of the group in 1970. 
She was allowed access when 
other photographers were 
barred, and her pictures show 
the Beaties at work and at 
ease. 

The McCartneys decided to 
make the Beatles photofilm af- 
ter Paul created a new film sys- 
tem last year inwhich he took 



Don’t let Ktaas the McCartneysfflm wB Involva AOpO photographs 


two reels of Linda’s pictures of 
the Grateful Dead and using 
computer technology made the 
grill photographs move. 

,It is understood the Beatles 
film, not expected before the 
end of 1997, will reveal a rich 
and intimate photographic 
archive of the grottp. ' 


A spokesman for the couple 
saidr^Lmda’s pictures cover, a 
dark period in the time of the 
Beatles when photographers 
were rarely mvitediru It was the 
time leading up to the break-up 
of the group , and covered the 
making of their last three al- 
bums. . 


“It was a time of the creation 
add recording of songs like 
‘Hey Jude’, ‘Let It Be’ and 
The Long And Winding Road*. 

“The pictures are not posed 
but are informal and unguard- 
ed, showing tiie Beatles inside 
and outside the recording stu- 
dios. It will be an estraordinaiy 
fihn.” 

• He said that Linda McCart- 
ney always had a camera with 
her and continues to take pho- 
tographs today. “While most 
women cany a handbag, she 
carries a camera,” he added. 

The announcement of the 
new film comes cm the eve of the 
opening of an exhibition of 
Linda McCartney's photogra- 
phy called "Roadworks” at the 
National Museum of Photog- 

• rapby. Film and Iblevision in 
Bradford: She has a parallel 
show at the International Cen- 
tre of Photography in New 
York. 

The exhibition is a new col- 
lection of pictures shot during 
ady 30 years on the road tour- 
ing with her husband and his 
bands. 


Will you reunite 
a family separated 
in the chaos 
in Central Africa? 



During the long trek home from Zaire, thousands of 
children have become separated from their parents. 

Im a gin e their suffering, as they anxiously search 
for their mothers and lathers amongst the masses 
of people. Imagine how distraught their parents are 
to find that their children have disappeared. 

UNICEF are in Rwanda, using their experience of 
tracing people caught up in war-zones to reunite 
lost children with their families. But we urgently 
need your help. 

At special reception centres, we are photographing 
children and displaying theirpictures. Megaphones 
tell parents where their children might be found. 

We are also feeding and taking care of thousands 
of lost children, and doing all we can to help them 
cope with the trauma ofbecoming separated from 
their parents. 

But each day, more and more children are arriving 
at the centres, having found themselves totally 
alone in the world. 

We desperately need your help. %ur kindness could 
reunite a family separated in the mayhem in Central 
Africa. As we approach Christmas, a time for 
families, isn't that something worth doing today? 

PLEASE HELP. A gift of £20 would buy all the 
equipment needed to reunite five families. 

Please make your cheque/postal order payable to UNICEF. 

□ £20 Duo dew DeIOO I prefer to pvt £ 1 I 


Or please debh my Swuch/Dcha/AecessA/isa/ Aioex/KnereClulVCAF card 


Switch ksue . 


Signuurt . 


Ad&ess 


Pbstcode 


24 HR LOCAL RATE CREDIT CARD DONATION LINE 


Ptc—c po»rtihc<wq>pa.i»Hh your gift UNICEF. Room INDI. FREEPOST 
CbdiHferd CM28BR 

Vc MOHMflr dtaw HHMM 
l!sj irief id wnr to oursTpanns. 

To fer oduded nek hoe □ 
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Fearful doctors stand in 


Liz Hunt 

Hearth Editor 


Most family doctors still oppose 
home births despite Government 
support for them, "rowing demand 
from women for this type of deliv- 
ery and strong evidence that the ma- 
jority of such births are safe for 
mother and child. 

A new study suggests that as 
many as in per cent of women 
would like a home birth but “had 
obstacles placed in their way" by 
GPs who felt it was an ‘•inappro- 


priate request. 

Almost a third of women in the 


study who had planned a home de- 
livery were made to change their 


plans and go to hospital for the 
birth. In half these cases there was 
no medical reason for this change. 

Less than four per cent of women 
in the study had a home birth 
which was supported by an enthu- 
siastic GP, and one in ten women 
had to change practitioners in or- 
der to give birth as they preferred. 

GPs, it was reported, had “reser- 
vations" about half of the booking 
requests for a home birth, and 
many actively discouraged their 
patients from ibis choice. Two 
thirds of women said they had not 
been offered any option about the 
place of birth. 

One woman tried 12 different 
doctors but could not find one pre 


pared to provide care during 
labour, despite the fact she was a 


labour, despite the fact she was a 
suitable candidate, having given 
birth successfully at home previ- 
ously without a doctor being pre- 
sent. 

Hie study, carried out by a team 
at Newcastle University, conclud- 
ed that the difficulty women face in 
obtaining a home birth is largely 
due to GPs’ fear of complications 
influenced by their experience of 
problematic births during their 
hospital training. The availability of 
“flying squad” support in the event 
of a crisis and an emergency ad- 
mission to hospital was also a con- 
cern. 

Writing in tomorrow's issue of the 


British Medical Journal, the 
researchers say: “Probably [GP re- 
luctancej also rises from a misun- 
derstanding of their role and of the 
accountability of midwives as well 
as from an exaggerated idea of what 
is expected from general practi- 
tioners, who despite obstetric train- 
ing are unlikely to have maintained 
their skills.” 

Midwives, who were also ques- 
tioned for the study, reported a fail- 


ure of professional support from 
doctors and a shortage of adequate 
equipment such as mobile phones, 
and cylinders of nitrous oxide 
anaesthetic gas. 

Women told the researchers that 
they liked home birth because they 


fell in control and this positive feel- 
ing persisted even in those women 
who bad to be transferred to hos- 
pital from home during labour. 

In the 1960s a third of all births 
occurred at home but the incident 
fell to an all-time low in 1987 when 
it accounted for just 0.9 per cent of 
all deliveries. Nine years on, the fig- 
ure has risen to just under two per 
cent, despite a groundbreaking 
Government report in 1993, Chang- 
ing Childbirth, which suggested that 
it should be an option for all 
.women. 

The Newcastle researchers in- 
vestigated 256 women in the North- 


ern region who expected to deliver 
in 1993 and whose request for a 


home birth was known. Five mis- 
carried- Of the remainder, 57 per 
cent delivered at home. There were 
17 per cent Caesarean sections 
but no perinatal deaths. About 30 
per cent of women were referred to 
hospital for delivery before labour, 
and 14 per cent were admitted from 
home during labour. 

In a second study in the BMJ. the 
Northern Region Perinatal Mor- 
tality Survey Co-ordinating Group 
reviewed all perinatal deaths in the 
region associated with planned or 
unplanned births outside hospital 
between 1981 and 1994. 

There were 134 deaths in 3.46b 
births outside hospital, about four 
times the- death rate in hospital. 


However. 97 per cvniof death* 05 
curred in women who were booked 
for hospital delivery or who hud no 
pre-arranged delivery plan.jwn- 
firming that unplanned home buds 
were hazardous. ...... 

The perinatal outcome for 7 
planned honiebirtfw was belter for 
all women giving bin h in the region, 
a finding confirmed by Swiss and 
Dutch studies of home birth in the 
some issue of the BMJ which con? 
elude that home births is extreme- 
ly safe for health) women at low ride 
of complication*. Women who 
opted for hospital births were at 
higher risk of induced labour. (. ne- 
sarcan section, forceps, vacuum 
extraction and cpisiotomy. 


T said I’ll 


have the baby 
on the sitting 
room floor’ 


After a difficult first labour, 
Sarah Jewell decided to stay 
home second time around 


My first labour lasted 36 hours 
and ended up with me tying flat 
on my back on a hospital bed 
with a drip to speed up the con- 
tractions stuck into my hand 
and a foetal heartbeat monitor 
tied around my belly. 

The pain was so intense and 
lasted for so long that I felt very 
apprehensive about booking in 
for a home birth for my second 
child, but I also knew that I 
wanted to try and avoid the 
whole horrible hospital expe- 
rience. 

When my waters broke in the 
middle of the night, a week be- 
fore due date, I thought I was 
in for another incredibly long 
labour. But by the time my mid- 
wife arrived an hour later the 
contractions were so strong 
and frequent that I was unable 
to move from the position I had 
found the most comfortable - 
kneeling over the sofa in the sit- 
ting room. 

The midwife examined me 
and to my surprise said that I 
was already in established 


labour and that the baby would 
be with us soon. 

She asked where I wanted to 
have it and I said just here, on 
the sitting room floor, and my 
husband laid out a huge plas- 
tic dust sheet - the only thing 
that I had bought in prepara- 
tion for a home birth - over the 
carpet. 

1 grabbed the nozzle of the 
cylinder of gas and air that the 
midwife had brought with her 
and sucked hard to tiy and cope 
with the increasingly bad pain 
of each contraction. 

I fait a moment’s pack at the 
thought that this was it, I real- 
ty was at home and giving birth 
and there was no way now that 
I could get in an ambulance or 
go to hospital. But my fears 
rapidly turned to elation when 
the midwife said that I was 
ready to start pushing the baby 
out. 

The intensity of the labour 
was matched by the intensity of 
peace and quiet in my own sit- 
ting room. 



Sarah Jewell and her new baby: At home, with the fights dimmed, made it a very special experience 


^ Photograph: . David Rose 


This was what made having a home 
birth so special. In the silence of the 
night with the lights dimmed and the 
midwife beside me, I could totally con- 
centrate on working through the pain 
of each contraction and I could even 


visualise where the baby’s head was 
inside me. } ' * . 

I felt relaxed and in control and 
when I fair the urge to push I.gave one 
massive heave and then felt an in- 
credible, explosive “pop”. 


“That’s it, the head is out,” said the 
mi d w ife. My sense of joy and rehef was 
overwhelming and on the ne^ ccm-i 
traction the body slithered oucand atei 
said; “It's a girl". * 

Minutes later my toddler came in 


the room and said that he didn't like 
the cream (the vemix) on her head 
and he went off with my husband to 
make tea for us all ‘ 

Perhaps the greatest luxury of a 
home birth is not having to be moved 


to a swelteringly hot maternity ward 
full of screaming, babies. 

' An hour later, aflcr a hot bath, 1 
was Wing snuggled up in my own bed 
with my baby in my arms anil a big 
smile of contentment on my face. 
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to scribble: 



give funds 
to graffiti 



David Lister 

Arts News Editor 


Teenage pop groups, graffiti 
artists, joggles and acrobats will 
all count as “good causes” and 
be able to apply for National 
Lottery money under a new 
scheme announced yesterday. 

The scheme, to be adminis- 
tered by the Ails Council, and 
approved by the Government, 
marks the biggest charge to the 
way the lottery rewards good 
causes since it began. 

It means thatfbr the first time 
people as well as buildings can 
get lottery money. Actual artists 
- singers, actors or circus per- 
formers - can receive fimrk 
Lottery money will also be used 
to keep ticket prices down at 
theatres*, operas and concerts. 

Applicants for the money 
will have to raise some “partner- 
ship funding” themselves from 
private sources, but last night 
that task was eased by a dra- 
matic gesture from impressario 
Sir Cameron Mackintosh. He 
announced he is giving £500,000 



over the next five years to help 
partnership funding. 

Arts For Everyone, as the 
new scheme is known, win come 
into force next January; and 
£20m of lottery money will be 
spent on it in the first year. It 
wiD give lottery grants of be- 
tween £500 and £500,000 to ap- 
plicants that will range from 
youth groups pa in ting murals oo 
legally supplied sites around an 
inner city area, to theatre in ed- 
ucation projects, to hire costs of 
studios ror young rock bands, to 
ticket price reductions. 

Questioned whether lottery 
money would go to fund young 
people to paint graffiti in pub- 
lic places, Tony Robinson, vice 
preadenl of Equity who has 
been involved in setting up the 
scheme, said: "The short answer 
is yes. Bat not for illegal work. 
The idea of freeing people up 
to do graffiti art is good. It’s a 
dangerous scheme in that it will 
be easy to write knocking sto- 
ries about and trivialise " 

The new direction in the lot- 
tery reflects the anxiety felt by 




warns 




Stephen Goodwin 

Heritage Correspondent . 

Sir Jocefyn Stevens, the chair- 
man of English Heritage, yes- 
terday kept the Government 
guessing over whether he will 
stay on as the charismatic keep- 
er of the nation’s treasures or 

[CUtS. 


With tire Budget less man a 
week away. Sir Jocelyn made no 
response to a very public invi- 
tation by-Vngmia Bottomtey, 


to serve for a further three yeans. 


into “a potential abyss”, he 
said at the launch of the quan- 
go’s annual report ana ac- 
counts. This year EH got a 
Government grant of £108m, 
hut it has been instructed to plan 
for a £45 m reduction in real 
terms over the next four years. 

“TMs are very near the point 
where further cuts would put us 
in an impossible situation,” the 
chairman said. One set of ca- 



sualties could be England’s , 
cathedrals which last year re- 
ceived £43m for urgent repair 
and conservation work. 

Sir Jocetyn’s worry 5 that with 
heritage projects increasin, 
funded from the lottery, minis- 
. ters are forgetting EH*s on- 
going commitmeab, indudmg 
its work with local authorities, 
churches, stately home owners 
and its advisory role. 

He even speculated cm the 
•‘nightmare" of EHgoingbank.- 
rupL Some 85 per cent of its 
funding » already committed at 
the start of each year. If cuts 
were severe, EH might not be 
able to honour its promise of 
money when, for an example, a 
home owner bad completed 
work on a new roof. “Wfe would 
be defaulting on our payments. 
If s horrible to contemplate. The 
Commissioneis and I could not 
sit there and accept that because 
the credibility of the organisa- 
tion would be at stake.” 

After a lavish breakfast in the 
redeveloped Qso Tower over- 
looking the Thames, Mrs Bot- 
tomley asked Sir Jocelyn, agi 
64, to stay on in the £44,000 a 
year post when his five-year 
term ends in March. The invi- 
tation was made “on behalf of 
the Government and the Prime 
Minister”, she said. 

But the former managing di- 
rector of Express newspapers 
made no response. “It was a 
slight surprise. I have never 
been propositioned in public,] 
Kke that before,” he said after- [ 
wards. He would like to stay cm 
see his vision of a Stonehenge 
Mffllennhim Fade become real- 


Stevens; Kept Government 
guessing on his future 


fish Heritage cannot do its job. 


Prison sex visits 
would keep peace 


Jason Bonn otto 

Crime Correspondent 

Schemes to allow sex between 
inmates and their partners dur- 
ing visiting hours were p raised 
fay a chief prison inspector yes- 
terday. ‘ 

Give Biiiweatber, Chief In- 
spector of Prisons for Scot- 
land, said that allowing “conjug- 
al rights’* for offenders could 
help keep Scottish jails peace- 
fuLHis annual repot highlights 
a nawnriism system, in which fa- 
milies are allowed to make 
three-diy visits to private 
chalets within the jail - which 
can include sexual relations. 

But he draws back from rec- 


Scotland as public opinion 
would-be opposed to it. 

The report recommends- 


doubling visiting times for pris- 
oners in Scotland in a bid to- 
help offenders keep calm and 
drug-free. The report said it was 
impressed by the Canadian ex- 
ample, although it believes' 
there could be a more “digni- 
fied" conjugal visiting system 
than those already operating in 
some European countries. 

It called for improved fami- 
ly visiting facilities, arguing that 
families are the most UlipOltant 
factor in helping, prisoners 
break the habit of re-offending 
when they are released. 

The question of sexual rela- 
tions within jails was raised in 
a chief inspectors riot to Maid- 
stone, in Kent, in June, when it ; 
was reported that prisoners 
were engaging in-intimate be- 
haviour with partners in front, 
of other famines and children. 



Graffiti at (fisused flats hi Hubne, Manchester. Graflftjr artists win be able to apply for grants under Arts for Everyone, funded by the National Lottery 


both Government and the Arts groups such as amateur dra- 
Cpand] that lottery money con- matics or music societies, 
fined to capital projects such as The new scheme has two 

budding renovations was not be- streams of money on offer: the 
mg seen to help actual artists, -main programme, which will 
young people or' amateur award between £500 and 


£500,000 to established organ- 
isations, both professional and 
amateur, for new arts activities; 
and an “Express” scheme which 
win give between £500 and 
£5,000 to small groups who 


may never have received any 
kind of funding at all. 

The idea, said Mary Allen, 
secretaiy general of the Arts 
Council, “is that Arts For 
Everyone will allow us to com- 


plement regular funding wc 
give to arts organisations. 
Through working with audi- 
ences. and cemunisianning more 
new work, they will he :iblc lo 
cam 1 on creating the art which 


Photograph: News Team 


makes this country the envy ol 
the world. Wc will give monev 
to community groups and out- 
reach work: for audiences and 
participants, and getting mon- 
ey into the grass roots ol arts." 









Nobody’s the same. 
But from 2 December, 
everybody’s equal. 


Even though we’re all different, there are times when we all 
want to be treated the same. Disabled people want this too. 

The Disability Discrimination Act means that from 
2 December, disabled people who want goods or services, or 
to use facilities available to the public, have the right to be 
treated just as well as everyone else. 

And disabled people have new rights to make sure they 
aren’t discriminated against in employment. 

It’s going to make a difference to us all. Everyone has a part 
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For a leaflet about the Disability Discrimination Act, fill in 
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Or call 0345 622 633 anytime 
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errant 

children 


Jason Bennetto 

Crime Correspondent 

Electronic tags could be used to 
exclude juvenile offenders as 
young as 10 from sports events 
and shopping arcades, monitor 
them at school and place them 
under house arrest, the Gov- 
ernment announced yesterday. 

The proposed scheme to 
monitor young criminals via 
wrist and ankl e tags was de- 
scribed as unworkable by penal 
reformers and probation offi- 
cers. Labour and the Liberal 
Democrats accused the Gov- 
ernment of using the an- 
nouncement to distract 
attention from a highly critical 
Audit Commission report that 
describes the juvenile justice sys- 
tem as ineffective and expensive. 
One of the report’s key recom- 
mendations was to divert a 
large proportion of juveoile of- 
fenders out of the courts. 

As predicted earlier this 
month in The Independent, the 
Home Office yesterday an- 
nounced an amendment to the 
Crime Bill to provide courts 
with a new punishment to tag 
offenders aged 10 to 15 as part 
of a curfew order. In outlining 
the proposals the Home Office 
minis ter David Maclean indi- 
cated that the new sentence 
could be used in a wide range 
of areas, not just confining 
teenagers to their homes. 

He said; “We believe that cur- 
few orders oould be an effective 
way of keeping young offend- 
ers off the streets or away from 
places such as shopping centres 
and football matches, where 
they may be up to no good. 

“Young offenders could be 


ordered to stay at home at 
night or at certain times during 
the weekend. They could also 
be featured to beat school dur- 
ing school hours. 

"'Electronic ragging will de- 
tect immediately whether the of- 
fender is breaking the curfew.” 

Under the proposal the cur- 
few period would last between 
2 and 12 hours for up to three 
months. Courts can include in 
any curfew order a “bind-over" 
condition on the child's parents 
or guardian. If the order is 
breached the mother or father 
would be Liable to a fine. Typi- 
cal crimes which might result in 
tagging include vandalism and 
minor public order offences. 

Mary Honeyball general sec- 
retary of the Association of 
Chief Officers of Probation, 
said: "If a child is constantly 
pushing against authority, 
brea ching a curfew enforced by 
a tag simply becomes another 
opportunity to cock a snook at 
the adult world, and the tag it- 
self will be worn as a trophy." 

Up to 50.000 young offend- 
ers could be eligible for the tags, 
although only a tiny proportion 
would expect to be fitted. 

■ The Government also pro- 
poses to introduce tough new 
penalties on 10- to 17-year- 
olds who commit indecent as- 
sault on adult males. Under an 
amendment to the Children 
and Young Persons Act 10- to 
14-year-olds, who currently can- 
not be jailed for the offence, 
would receive a maximum 
10-year sentence. Offenders 
aged 15 to 17, who at present 
have a marimum of two years' 
detention, will also face a 10- 
year m aximum. 


Nolan calls 
for greater 
openness 


Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 

A direct and defiant challenge 
to the Government to make 
some civil servants openly ac- 
countable to Parliament was 
made by Lord Nolan Iasi night. 

The chairman of the official 
Committee on Standards in 
Public Life suggested in a lec- 
ture at Warwick University 
that the hive-off of Whitehall 
work to agencies had blurred 
lines of accountability that 
were already weak. 

Concerned abouL that prob- 
lem, the Commons Public Ser- 
vice Committee recently 
announced: “The obligation 
to provide full information 
and to explain tbc actions of 
Government to Parliament 
means Ural ministers should al- 
low civil servants to give an ac- 
count to Parliament through 
select committees where ap- 
propriate - particularly where 
ministers have formed dele- 
gated functions to them." 

iL.. .it. j 


a fortnight ago that it was not 
prepared “to breach the long- 
standing basic principle that 
civil servants, including the 
chief executives of Next Steps 
agencies, give an account to 
Parliament on behalf of the 
ministers whom they serve.." 

Summing up the Govern- 


ment position. Lord Nolan 
said the Government was re- 
taining complete control over 
the concept of accountability - 
even though the accountabili- 
ty of ministers to Parliament 
was geared to the Govern- 
ment majority. 

“It is like the Lilliputians try- 
ing to tie down Gulliver,” Lord 
Nolan stated. “We would be 
better off acknowledging that 
ministerial accountability is in- 
terpreted in the light of pre- 
vailing political circumstances 
and avoid disappointing our- 
selves with its application." 

But in a direct and pointed 
attack on the "very centralist" 
nature of the Government po- 
sition, Lord Nolan said: “If ac- 
countability is only through 
ministers, in respect of an 
agency with hundreds of offices 
and thousands of clients, the 
chain is too long." 

He continued: “The person 
who should be answerable - 
perhaps at local level - remains 
shielded from public view, and 


ened. n 

Lord Nolan said that the 
weakening of accountability 
was being aggravated by the 
removal of powers from local 
authorities and the devolution 
of Whitehall work into quan- 
gos, in addition to the creation 
of official Next Steps agencies. 


Hospitals can be 

bad for your health 


Christian Wbbnar 

Westminster Correspondent 

Visiting or working in hospital 
can land you in hospital, ac- 
cording to a report by the Na- 
bonal Audit Office which shows 
that an estimated million acci- 
dents occur every year in NHS 
acute hospitals. 

. The NAO decided to inves- 
tigate the question of accidents 
in hospitals after several trusts 
[^ported widespread concern at 
titehwh rate of injury which oc- 
currod within hospitals. The 
NAO found that there were no 
set procedures to assess the 

scale of the problem or to tack- 
le iL A survey of 30 hospital 
truss suggested that then: were 
around 450.000 reported aca- 


dents in acute hospitals each 
year, but fewer than half are 

£12xn last year in immediate 
costs, such as treatment plus at 
least £142m in longer term 
items such as sick leave. 

Three quarters of the acci- 
dents in hospitals involved — 
tiems or visitors, who tend to 
suffer from slips, trips and falls 
whfle for staff the main type of 
accidents are needlestick and 
back injuries caused durina 
manual handling and physical 
assaults. 

Tlje NAO says that many 
accidents arc preventable. 

■ Health ana Safety in Af?/e 

mo!^ tTnaainEn ^ 





QUIP OF THE PAY 

UNANSWER ED QUESTION 
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Bank* - Asking why 

•Could ft tie that the Soy from Bnxton has gat me twmg ® ■■ 
mate tttnwtf into a nob attar aU7 Does tie really want & re- 
membered as the nob from Britton?* 


t>eter Hain JLab. NeatM - "How much will the Prime Minister's 
proposals to abolish capital gains ras and in her I ranee t ax cos t 
the average taxpayer? - 


CREEP OF THE DAY 


An artist's impression of the £10m Millennium Wheel, to which the Government gave the go-ahead last night. At 
500ft the ferris wheel will dominate the South Bank of the River Thames, in the shadow of Big Ben, for five years 


Dame Jill Knight (C. Birmingham Edgba^n) - On UbowV 
"abandonment - of spending pledge* ‘Ordnt today spr^imdi- . 
cate Labour's answer to the question when « a ptedga 
pledge? IS When it Is a commitment’; wffl my Bt Hon Fnendgive 
this House the pledge that he wifl continue to speak wwny and 
without-' the rest was drowned by jeering. 

Complied by Ben Summon 
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Troubled water: The QE2 is due to arrive at Southampton today tor Its first refit since the ‘voyage from heir two years ago. Cunard Is hoping a 1,000-strong workforce can finish cm lime Photograph: PA 


QE2 refit 
to sink old 
memories 

The last time ihc QE2 set sail 
after a refit, the swimming 
pool was full of rubbish and 
the theatre was slacked hich 
whh mattresses, writes ~ 
Charlie Bain. 

Today the Cunard liner is 
due to dock ai Southampton 
for a £ 12 m refurbishment - 
the first since the “voyage 
from hell" two years ago. 

Thai lime contractors 
missed their deadline and 
work continued en route to 
New York resulting in 
massive compensation claims. 
But now the ship-repair firm 
A&P Appledore suvs it can 
complete the work bv 12 
December and will have l.tllHi 
pairs of hands working round 
the dock to finish the job 
before a three-night cruise. 




Fran Abram 

Education Correspondent 

Poor discipline and boring, badly- 
managed lessons are often respon- 
sible for school exclusions, according 
to a report published by schools’ in- 
spectors yesterday. 

The finding, produced as ministers 
announced that more than 11,000 
pupils were being permanently ex- 
cluded each year, has provoked fury 
among teachers’ unions. They have 


complained of a rising tide of vio- 
lence by perils and parents ami have 
called tor more exclusions in amzaa- 
ber of high-profile cases. 

Ofsted, the national inspection 
body, says that children quickly 
leant to exploit inconsistent disci- 
pline, poor teaching and a chaotic at- 
mosphere. 

Inspectors who visited almost 40 
schools in 16 local authorities found 
that there was an unacceptable vari- 
ation in schools* practice over ex- 


duskxL While some were for too 
ready to erdnde pupils, others were 
so reluctant to do so that both staff 
and pupQs suffered, their report 
said. 

David Moore, the inspector in 
ritaree of the survey, said that in one 
casebpyswere excluded for three or 
four days for failing to wear a tie. 

In another, children who started 
the day sitting attentively “like Sher- 
pa Tensing, wflh their knapsacks and 
overcoats on,” became in creasin gly 


difficult after a form period in which 
their teacher had failed to impose or- 
der, had thrown work given as a pun- 
ishment into the bin and had 
released them early to create a dis- 
turbance in the corridor. 

Some schools foiled to impose 
their own rules consistently, he said, 
and children took advantage of the 
resulting confusion. 

In others, staff seal pupils to 
their heads of year for minor of- 
fences, leaving them with little time 


to deal with more serious cases. 

Mr Moore added that pupib with 
absent fathers, even those who were 
often away on business, were more 
likely to break school rules and to get 
into trouble. 

Successful schools, according to 
the report, had effective and con- 
sistent systems of sanctions and re- 
wards, monitored exclusions 
rigorously, provided a strong pastoral 
system and tailored their lessons to 
fit their pupils* interests and abilities. 


Chris Woodhead, the chief in- 
spector of schools, said that most 
schools were orderly and calm 
places. 

“I do not accept that pupils across 
the country are out of control and 
that schools are blackboard jun- 
gles- Effective schools don't rush im- 
mediately to exclusion unless 
something totally unacceptable hap- 
pens," he said. 

Teachers unions including the 
NAS UWX which demanded the ex- 


clusion of up to 60 pupQs at The Rid- 
ings School in Halifax, reacted an- 
grily yesterday. Nigel de Gruehy, 
general secretary of the NASUWT, 
said the report carried a “dangerous" 
message, that boring lessons gave 
pupils the right to misbehave. 

“It is unrealistic to expect every- 
one to be on top form every day. The 
fact that they might fail to achieve 
this is no excuse for disruptive be- 
haviour and certainly no excuse for 
violence,” he said. 
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Liz Hunt 

Health Editor 

The “third generation" con- 
traceptive pills at file centre of 
a major scare last year, pose no 
higber risk to public health 
than other brands of oral con- 
traceptives. according to the Eu- 
ropean Commission. 

The statement by Martin 
Bangemann, the European 
Commissioner with responsi- 
bility for licensing medicines, 
raises new questions about the 
controversial Government ad- 
vice to 3-5 million British 
women in October 1995 to 
change from these Pills to old- 
er, cheaper, brands. 

The ensuing panic led lo 
thousands of unplanned preg- 
nancies, and has been blamed 
for almost 3,000 extra abortions 
in England and Wiles in the first 
quarter of 1996. a rise of 6.7 per 
cent on 1995. This is the high- 
est figure since 1991, according 
to the Office of National Sta- 
tistics which released the figures 
yesterday. 

Chris Smith. Labour’s 
spokesman on health, yesterday 
accused the Government of 
“bungling” the Pfll safety issue. 
In addition, maternity units 
around the country have re- 
ported higher than expected 
birth rates of up to 25 per cenL 

The Government acted after 
the Committee on Safety of 
Medicines had assessed the 
findings of three unpublished 
studies which linked third gen- 
eration Pills, containing the 
synthetic hormones desogestrcl 
and gestodene. with an in- 
creased risk of blood dots. 

Analysis of the same data by 
the European drug safety ad- 
visory committee subsequently 
concluded that no action was 
necessary other than informing 
women of the possible in- 
creased risk. Only Germany 
and Norway followed the UK 


lead in advising women against 
the Pills. 

Further analysis and sub- 
missions by the Pill manufac- 
turers to the Committee for 
Proprietary Medicinal Prod- 
ucts, which advises EU mem- 
bers, found no reason to issue 
new advice or change the prod- 
uct licence for the drugs. 

In a written reply to a ques- 
tion by Graham Watson, a 
Liberal Democrat MEP. Mr 
Bangemann said: “Following 
that consideration it was con- 
cluded that from a public health 
point of view, there was no ev- 
idence that the major benefits 
of risks arc different for dcso- 
gestrel or gestodene containing 
oral contraceptives—" 

The Department of Health 
has consistently refused to ad- 
mit that it mishandled the Pill 
alert, although Sir Kenneth 
Caiman, the Chief Medical Of- 
ficer, conceded in his annual 
report for 1995 lhai “the ab- 
solute risk [of a blood dot] is 
very small in all types of oral 
contreceptives, and much small- 
er than the risk of pregnancy ... 
The message to continue to lake 
the oral contraceptive pill, 
seemed to be ignored in the 
pressure for action.” 

Health ministers are still pur- 
Suinga change to the licence for 
third generation Pills, to posi- 
tion them as “second line" con- 
traceptives. The manufacturers 
are fighting this and their appeal 
will be heard by the CSM on 28 
November. 

Market share for the seven 
brands affected has fallen from 
40 lo 10 per cent. 

Dr Andrew Watt, a drug 
safety expert and former De- 
partment of Health employee, 
yesterday said that “it remains 
my view that one and a half mil- 
lion British women were caused 
unnecessary anxiety by sub- 
standard and sloppy consider- 
ation of incomplete data”. 
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Q: How do 
you get pupils 
top marks? 
A: You make 


Learning the pas de deux in two easy 


them think 



Judith Judd 

Education Editor 


Teaching pupils how to think is 
the key to their success in na- 
tional tests and exams, accord- 
ing to research published today. 

Even when they are taught to 
think only in science lessons, 
their performance improves in 


their performance improves in 
English and maths, the report 
from King’s College London 
says. 

The five-year study involving 
4,500 pupils compared the per- 
formance of those taught 
“thinking science” with those 
who were not. 

Researchers found that the 
result was the equivalent of 
raising the national average of 

at (X§E in stience from 42.8 
per cent to 63.8 per cent In 


‘Schools in the 
scheme doubled 
numbers getting 
higher grades’ 


maths, the figure would rise from 


402 to 56.4 per cent and in Eng- 
lish from 50.4 to 63 per cent 


lish from 50.4 to 63 per cent 

In the national tests for 14- 
year-olds, schools in the pro- 
gramme more than doubled 

the^higSe^grades in alfthref 
subjects. 

Lessons in the Cognitive Ac- 
celeration through Science pro- 
gramme encourage children to 
thin k about their own thin long 
and to discuss with each other 
how they tackled and solved 
problems set by the teacher. 

The programme, based on 
the principles of learning es- 
tablished by the educational 
psychologists Piaget and 
"Nfygotsky, is offered to pupils in 


the first two years of secondary 
school. Time spent learning to 
think has to be deducted from 
tune normally spent acquiring 
scientific knowledge. 

Dr Philip Adey, director for 
the Advancement of Thinking 
at King’s, said: “The aim is to 
get children to think about 
their own thinking, to ask what 
they thought about something 
when they started the lesson, 
what they think now and why it 
has changed." 

The lessons explore vari- 
ables, proportionality, ratio, 
probability and correlation. 

In probability, for instance, 
the teacher may start a discus- 
sion about risk with five cups of 
tea and ask whether it makes 
any difference whether the milk 
is put in first Pupils have to 
guess whether the milk was 
put in first in each cup of tea. 
The teacher asks bow many the 
pupil has to get right before the 
rest of the class beEeve he or she 
can guess correctly. 

Dr Adey said: “The issue is 
not how many does she have to 
get right before you believe her. 
It is one of confidence and the 
level of risk you are prepared 
to accept. You can move on then 
to discuss the risk of lung can- 
cer or leukaemia.’ 1 

Professor Michael Shayer, 
programme director, suggested 
that the method might affect 
pupils’ performance in Eng- 
lish as well as science because 
it taught them how to handle 
many variables. “In an English 
comprehension you are asking 
how does this relate to that.” 

Marina Lecky, who has 
taught the programme at Grey 
Coat Hospital School in Lon- 
don, said teachers had to learn 
to ask children a question to 
help them to move on rather 
than giving them the answer. 
Her class had told her that 
their brains hurt after a “think- 
ing” science lesson. 
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The choreographer Ashley Page, left, passing on expertise to William Trevftt during rehearsals with Christina McDermott, right, for the Royal Ballet premiere of Page’s new 
work TWo Part Invention. The ballet, which opens at Covent Garden on Tuesday, features music by Prokofiev and the American, Robert Moran Photograph: Laurie Lewis 


Students are better off than ever before 


Glenda Cooper 


Students have more money now in real 
terms than they did before loans were 
introduced, but thqy are having to work 
and borrow to get it, a study has found. 

Two-thirds of students now work ei- 
ther in term-time or holidays to get 
through college, while half have tak- 
en out a student loan. But while 
younger students have more cash at 
their disposal, mature students mid 


lone parents are finding it increasing- 
ly difficult to make ends meet 

The Policy Studies Institute inter- 
viewed nearly 2,000 students and 
found that average income rose from 
£3,031 in 1988/9 (equivalent to £4,143 
at today’s prices) to £4,559 in 1995/6. 

Much of the increase in student in- 
come was from earnings or money bor- 
rowed against future earnings, 
including student loans. Those two 
sources amount to 40 per cent of stu- 


dent income, three times the propor- 
tion of seven years ago. 

Grants, loans and parental contri- 
butions now cover the bases while what 
students can earn, save and receive in 
gifts cover any extras. The biggest ex- 
pense was accommodation, which av- 
eragfed £1,180. 

Although a tenth ofghidents 1 spend- 
ing was cm'alcohbraiid tobacco (£5li) 
that was no more than other under-30s 
living independently on low incomes. 


More students worked in 1995/6 
than in 1992/ 3 and those who did also 
earned more in real terms. Tiro-thirds 
of students now work, with average 
earnings up from £238 to £625. Half 
worked lOnours a weekduring term- 
time. • ■ 

A quarter of students owed nothing 
■ at the end of the 1995/6 academic year 
although On average they were £839 
in the red. ' 

Douglas Trainer, president of the 


National Union of Students, said that 
the findings did not mean students were 
in a better situation. “Students are 
forced to take out significant amounts 
of money through loons which we have 
never thought is a practical way to sur- 
vive," he said. "The Student Loans 
Company is cosring.tbte oouhfij mil- 
lions of pounds." ....... 

□ Student Finance, available from 
BEBC Distribution on 01202 715 555. 
price £16.95, 


Buying a computer For the first time or 
as a seasoned technology expert, decisions are 
always made by the head and the wallet and 
seldom the heart. 

The fact is that a Compaq computer is 
alten the heart's desire of any computer buyer, i 
for borne or office. So now, with a little help 
from Technology Online, one of the UK's 
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largest Compaq dealers, your hearts desire is 
now priced to suit every wallet and still be a 
decision your head will be happy with. 

And, as if low prices were not enough. 
Technology Online will add a CareFREE 36, 
3 year on site warranty absolutely FREE 
Three years 'complete peace of mind and 
^ a quality of PC which could only be Compaq. 
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The morning 
after the night 
before, Nouveau 
country met its 
English rivals. It 
was pleasantly 
surprised, writes 
^ Michael Streeter 

Nursing, a hangover, the small 
French town of Beaujeu. near 
Lvons, woke yesterday to find 
that the English had “arrives*. 

The scale of this invasion of 
the heart of Beanjolals tezxito- 
ry was modest, but the contents 
of the raid could have wider im- 
plications on Angkr-Irench cul- 
tural relations - a handful of 
cases of English “ nouveau " 
wine. 

On the day that France and 
the rest of the world celebrat- 
ed the uncorking of the season’s 
Beaujolais Nouveau, the new 
foodie magazine EasSoup de- 
cided to return the compli- 
noient. In an overnight operation 
it drove over four cases of Eng- 
lish-nurtured wine to test on one 
of France's proudest wine-pro- 
ducing regions. 

There was an air of tension 
as the people of Beaujeo, still 
suffering from drinking and 
dancing until 630am, loosened 
their palates to taste this foreign 
drink. Bat when it came the ver- 
dict was universal - the upstart 
English wines were “egreabks”. 
The town’s ' mayor, Paul 
•' \ Plazanet, was almost ecstatic 
• / about the taste and bouquet of 
the 1996 Three Choirs white 
English table wine, bottled in 
Newent, Gloucestershire, only 
10 days ago. “It has a distinctive 
diameter and I was surprised at 
the quality - I haven’t come 
across a good English wine be- 
fore,’' he said. “It has a pleas- 
ant nose.” 

In the town's Cafe de la Tbur 
72-year-old Andr£ Bonnen, a 
veteran of many years’ work in 


ais show bottle in Beaujolais 







French have a nose 
for the real thing 
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A new channel opens: The English proudly present their offering to an inhabitant of Beaujeu 


Photographs: Tom Pilston 


from across the ChauneL 
Jean-Pierre Meyer, a restau- 
rateur .who, together with oth- 
er lovers of the grape from 
Lausanne, Switzerland, 
an annual pilgrimage to taste 
the new Bcaiqolais, was also fbH 


Mary Dajsvsfcy 

fans 

A ckxzcn or so people were hud- 
dled outside the Labour Min- 
istry soon after midday 

yesterday, poring over a street 

map and newspaper to consid- 
er where they should lunch to 
sample this year's Beaujolais 
Nouveau. 

The cognoscenti, however, 
had no need to consult either 
a map or a newspaper. The 
small neighbourhood bistros 
with specai Beaujolais menus 
- pinned up imrariaMy only 
that morning- were already full, 
and the enthusiasts had stayed 
up until midnight on Wednes- 
day to see the bands rolled out 
and the first bottles uncorked. 

The third Thursday in No- 
vember, the day the year's first 
Beaujolais is released for sale, 
has lost some of its early mar- 
keting sheen and settled into be- 


ing a regular French feast -dav 
- one among many, but still an 
nmmpcachable excuse for a 
convivial get-together. 

More was riding on the 55 
million bottles of Beaujolais 
Nouveau released this year, 
half of which go for export, than 
France's wine-snobs - yes, thev 
have them too - cared to admit. 

Last year's Beaujolais Nou- 
veau sales were the first to feel 
the effects of the boycott called 
in many countries to protest 
against France's resumption of 
nuclear testing. Sales of Beau- 
jolais Nouveau, it is now ad- 
mitted, fell by 17 per cent and 
set the trend for what was to be 
a very poor year for French wine 
exports generally. 

Beaujolais was also deemed 
to have a quality problem. But 
some French wine writers are 
now describing the 1 996 Beau- 
jolais as the best for several 
years. 


BT cut 20% off national evening calls. 
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Taken for analysis: Heading 
home with the Eng&sh wine 

the vineyards, was persuaded to 
part from his early morning 
paslis to sample the wine. 

He paused before com- 
menting: “I like it, and I think 
it would go well wiih oysters. 1 
didn’t know there was any wme 
from England." 

When 12 workmen sat down 
in the cafe and were served the 
same wine, the reaction was sim- 
ilarly favourable. “A bit like a 
Macon Chaidohnay," one said. 

In fact, whether through 
politeness, the effects of a 
civic hangover or the quality 
of the product, it was impos- 
sible to Cud anyone who had . 
a bad word for the- wines 


- good wines in England and I 
t would stock it in ray restaurant 

- As a curiosity.” 

1 The French tradition of the 

» primeurmat from Beaujolais, 
F just north of Lyons, dates back 
: to the last century but took off 
i elsewhere in 1974 when Britons 
f staged their first race to acquire 
the wine before anyone else, 
t Over the years the value of 
the Nouveau has bees mea- 
■ sured more in its newness than 
its quality but 22 million bot- 
tles will stiH be imported to the 
United Kingdom this year. 

Derek McMfllen, co-owner of 
Lamberhmst Vineyard in Kent 
whose 1995 Bacchus-Seyval 
table wine was also well received 
in Beaujeo, believes the Beau- 
jolais product is “over-hyped” 
and says the French can be ar- 
rogantaboattbdrdaimstonro- 
duce the best wines. Before 
shipping out his own version 
with thcEatSoup expedition he 
accurately predicted: "1 think 
Ihqtvrinfcpleasanrlysuiprised 
at how good It is." 

His firm, which will produce 
489,000 bottles - the vast ma- 
jority of white wine - this year, 
has already established a smaB 
but growing export market to 
the Continent. Even m super- 
markets in Calais the wine is 
selling well, “mostly to the 
French”, he says. 

The editor afEatSatqj, David 
Lancaster, wbo organised the 
threehar'“Reveise Beaujolais 
Nouveau" trip to France on the 
traditional third Thursday in 
bfavember to extol the virtues 
of the English wine, said it had 
the potential to be popular 
anywhere. “When you discov- 
er the proper drinking classes 
over here they welcome if with 
open arms.” 

And although (he people of 
Beaujeu, still clearing up the 
empty bottles and casks of 
wine early yesterday, have 
great faith in the superiority of 
their product, they were un- 
failingly magnanimous about 
the English attempts at 
rivalling them. 

Daniel Lamblin, Caf<5 de la 
Thor's owner, said: “We all 
have a huge hangover from 
last night. But even with a 
hangover we still know a good 
wine whenwe taste iL" 





DAILY POEM 

A Song for St Cecilia’s Day 

By John Dryden 

From harmony from heavenly harmony 
This urwessdjntme began; 

When Nature underneath a heap 
Of jarring atoms lay, 

A/id could not heave her head, ■ ' 

The tuneful voice was heard from high. 

Arise, ve more than dead. 

Then cmd and hot and mast end dry,. 

In order to their stations leap. 

And Music's power obey. 

From harmony, from heavenly harmony 
This universdlfiume began: 

From harmony to harmony 
Through all the compos of die notes it ran. 

The diapason daring full in man. 


When Jubal struck the chortled 
His listening brethren stood around. 

And, wondering, on their facts fell ■; 

7o worship that celestial sound.' 

Less than a god they thought chene could not dwell 
Within the hoUow of dial shed, 

Thai spoke so sweetly and so welL 
What passion cannot Music raise and quell? 

The feast of St Cedlia, patron saint of music and musicians, 
falls upon (his day. The first musical festival in her honour was 
held at Evrenx in Normandy in UTO. Cetekrations m fins coun- 
try were not formalised until 1683, when they took the fonn 
of a church service followed by musical eBte rr a mmcm . Pope, 
rnngr gve. pryden and Purcell wrote odes in h er nam e which 
were set to music. Benjamin Bridea revived the practice when 
he nini^p a setting of Auden’s Hymn to St CedSa. The St 
Gxffiaikfc Internationa] Festival of Miuicoptichides thaeveumg 
with, a concert by the violinist Kmstni linder-Dewan at the 
Stationers’ Hail, London EC4> atTpai. 
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Blown fuse on 


Cl iff hanger as council plans to tear down house -and charge for the troupe 


crumbling Tube 


halts London 


Christian Wolmar 


The total failure of the London 
Tube system on Wednesday 
night, the second such collapse 
this year, was an unlucky tech- 
nical failure rather than a result 
of under-investment. London 
Regional Transport managers 
said yesterday. 

But the incident was imme- 
diately pounced upon by pas- 
senger groups and transport 
campaigners as an example of 
the poor state of London's un- 
derground railway system. 

The problem was traced to 
the 9 J -year-old Lots Road pow- 
er station in Fulham, which 
provides nearly all Lhc electric- 
ity for the system of 11 lines and 
24S stations. An estimated 
20.000 people were trapped 
for up to two hours after the 
failure of a control valve on one 
of the main gas boilers at the 
power station. 

London Transport said that 
eventually all the trapped trains 
were brought to stations where 
people were ahle to get off onto 
platforms. 

This is the third major elec- 
trical failure in the past three 
years. In April a power cut. 
which officials then called the 
“worst ever*, hit the Under- 
ground causing chaos for East- 


er tourists and sports fans after 
a lire in a cable near Earls Court 
station. 

And on 23 November 1995, 
the Central Line stopped run- 
ning and it took a week to find 
the fault which was traced to a 
cable in the roof of Lots Road. 

While London Transport says 
that these immediate problems 
are not related to the years of 
under-investment, which are 


ers and passenger groups. 

Last month, a leaked report 
from London Transport re- 
vealed that services would have 
to be cut and speed restrictions 
implemented because of the 
poor state of many parts of the 


system. The report warned of 
widespread problems with wa- 



Going underground: LRT says 
Tube jam was ‘unlucky’ 


apparent to all the 2.7million 
daily users of the system, it is 
very concerned that its spend- 
ing' plans will be an easy target 
in'hext week's Budget 
With road-building already 
being cut and the subsidies paid 
to private rail companies pro- 
tected by government commit- 
ments, the £400m given to 
London Transport last year is set 
to be drastically reduced, de- 
spite warnings by business lead- 


widespread problems with wa- 
ter penetration which could 
cause electrical failures such as 
the one on Wednesday night 

It also suggested that one sta- 
tion, Ladbroke Grove, was in 
danger of collapsing on its own 
foundations, and that failing ma- 
sonry could bit passengers. 

Capital, the pro-public trans- 
port group, said that part of the 
problem is low morale at the 
Lots Road power station. The 
plant is likely to be closed down 
after the supply of power to the 
London Underground is priva- 
tised. Four consortia are com- 
peting to supply electricity to the 
system in a 30-year contract 
being offered under the Gov- 
ernment's Private Finance Ini- 
tiative. The contract will involve 
the operation, maintenance, 
financing and renewal of the 
Tube's high-voltage power 
supply. 

London Transport said that 
it expected to be able to award 
the contract to the winning 
consortia next spring. 
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Sinking feeling: David Earle examines the crumbling ledge on which his £250,00 farm is perched. He believes that East R'dmg c ° u JJciL 
will knock the building down next week, is partly responsible for the erosion which has damaged it Photograph: Peter tjym&tauzeiran 
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PSION 3C-NEW 


Demolition bill sends 
couple over the edge 


lan Burrell 


Word processor, database, 
spreadsheet and World Tm& 
Fie manager and 
jotter fadity. 

LlikBbte to you - office 
PC, printer and tax via , 

optional extras. A 


399 


.99 



Sue Earie and her ancle David, 
have spent this week clearing 
the furniture from their clifftop 
home. 

Within a month, the land on 
which it stands will have toppled 
into the North Sea but East Rid- 


ing council has promised them 
it will not let it happen. : 
Before the house goes over 


goes over 
the cliff, a team off council 
workers will move id next week. 
They will then smash the house . 
down themselves and send the 
Earles a bill for £3,500. 

It is an ignominy for the 
couple who blame the local 
authority for causing the cliff 
erosion which has destroyed 
their £250,000 farm. 

When Mr Earle, who is 65, 
moved in 39 years ago, soil ero- 
sion was minim al and the North 
Sea was 150 yards away, its 
green-blue waters lapping onto 
a sandy shore. 

Now the sea comes within 
five fret of the farmhouse. The 


ALSO AWVLABLE 
PSION SERIES 3C 
1MB PALMTOP PC 
1 MONTHS INTEREST 
FREE OPTION* 


to 


PSION SIENA- NEW 


• BuBt-in agenda 

• Database. 

• Calculator and 
World Time. 

• Infrared 
data transfer. 



Mi- 


£229 



waves are stained murky brown 
'by .day and are tearing the 
cliffs down at the rate of more 
than 60 feet a year. 

In the spring, the Earles will 
take the council to a land tri- 
bunal, suing them for compen- 
sation for loss of iheir home. 

The Earles daim that the ero- 
sion of the cliffs was trans- 
formed by a decision to set up 
a sea defence wall to protect the 
village of Mappleton. a mile 
down the east Yorkshire coast 

The effect according to the 
Earles, was to stop the drift of 
sand to the cliffs beneath their 
borne, leaving the clay exposed 
to the ravages of the sea. 

A plucking shed has already 
disappeared over the 60ft cliff, 
along with a straw barn, a 
garage and a tool shed. 

Sue, 43, who has lived with 
her uncle for eight years, said: 
“The council will not let us pro- 
tect ourselves and yet they 
won’t give us any protection. It 
has been heart-breaking.'' 

The Earles wash to move 


into a former school-house 
which is on the farm, but a mile 
inland. The building is double- 
glazed and decorated but the 
council bas told the couple 
they cannot stay there because 
it does not comply with build- 
ing regulations. 

Meanwhile, the Earles arc liv- 
ing in a caravan. 

Next week, three of their 
neighbours, whose homes are 
also being knocked down are 
taking the council to court to re- 
cover the costs of demolition. 

East Riding council defends 
its action on the grounds that 
it is acting in the interests of 
safety and that the 1934 Build- 
ing Act allows it to recover its 
costs. 

Steve Frost, the council's 
principal building control offi- 
cer, said: “You would have a ru- 
inous house sat perched on the 
cliff which would become an 
attraction to children and oth- 
ers and it's predominuntlv their 
safety we are thinking of by re- 
moving the danger." 
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V/brldwide studies show that even with a good 
diet, extra specific nutrients may be very 
.v important - during and even before pregnancy, 

£ : FOUC ACID is vital to the'development of 

MteK- y° ur un b° ni baty But it is not the only nutrient 
; which is essential during pregnancy 

1 Pregnacare contains the recommended level 

: of 400tncg folic _ 


{5# Packard Bell 
32K DATABANK 

• Schedule. • Calculator. • Oock. 

• 13 character by 3 line display. 
Was £2939. EXCLUSIVE 
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a careful balance of 15 other vitamins and 
minerals to safeguard your requirements 
during pregnancy 
Pregnacare replaces your usual 
multivitamin. It is recommended from 
several weeks before conception, right 
through to the end of breast feeding. 

So, if you're already pregnant, or could 
be soon, start with Pregnacare 



right now. 
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Dixons 


Developed by experts for 
before and during pregnancy 
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"New Ford Monddo. 


“BMW and Mercedes drivers 


Front cover Autocar 9 October 1996 


The best family car in the world.” • might think they have more 

icachet in their cars, but f 

i i i ; 

. guarantee that motorists who 
I enjoy driving would not walk 


2.5-litre V6 engine has torque 


and rasping power that will ■ ... 'away from a Mondeo S4V after a 

leave many a spcjrts car . : I teat. It really ; is that goodT 

gasping.” Octobers 1996 ■ j 


The Times October 5 1996 


“Bo complete is this new package 
that we firmly believe the new 
Mondeo to be the best car in its 
Class” Autocar 9 October 1996 

“It’s sharp, fresh, bold, modern 
and above all distinctive V 

Top Gear Magazine November 1 996 
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lit b r i n g s y o..u t..o_..y our s e n s e s 



0345 111 777 

www ; Ford, co.uk 
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news 


Seeds of community partnership with business leaders are sown 


, but the biggest player stays awayf j 


High hopes for a 
community downed 
by Canary Wharf 



Stephen Goodwin 

Garlands were hung on the ex- 
ecutives of some of the country's 
biggest development compa- 
nies cm Wednesday night as the 
ordinary people of East London 
tried to strike a new contract 

with the “power players" in 
their midst. 

Stephen Jordan, managing 
director of London Continen- 
tal Railways, looked slightly 
awkward with bright tinsel and 
a large coloured heart over his 
suit. But for the 1,200 people 
from diverse communities pack- 
ing York Hall, Bethnal Green, 
the, gesture was highly symbolic. 

In the Indian sub-continent, 
garlands are given as a mark of 
respect to honoured guests. 
From the stage, Mr Jordan and 
executives from other compa- 
nies transforming east London 
committed themselves to re- 
spect and to work with their 
poorer neighbours. 

Rich and poor, congrega- 
tions from a melting pot of 
faiths, and tenants' groups had 
come together for the launch of 
The East London Communities 
Organisation (TELCO) - the 
sixth broad-based body formed 


in an attempt restore a sense of 
hope through civic power in 
poor areas. 

Cardinal Basil Hume, bead of 
the Roman Catholic Church in 
England and WhJes, empha- 
sised the need to act together. 
“We live at a time of social frag- 
mentation and division, where 
more and more people live 
alone, family stability is threat- 
ened, and employment is inse- 


Teople need 
to feel they 
are not asking 
for charity’ 


cure." Covering the boroughs of 
Tower Hamlets, Hackney, 
Newham and 'R&Itfaam Forest, 
Telco is deliberately based on 
the most stable groups within in 
the area - churches and tenant 
gnu ipg An glicans and Catholics 
and the free churches were 
side-by-side in York Hall with 
delegations from mosques, saf- 
frcm-turbaned Sikh, Hindus and 
Buddhists. Two schools were 


Judge rules 
sex-change 
man has 
no marital 
rights 


Patricia Wynn Davies 

Legal Affairs Editor 

A transsexual who had sex using 
an artificial penis during his 17- 
year marriage to an heiress has 
no right to a share of the mari- 
tal wealth, the Court of Appeal 
ruled yesterday in a bizarre le- 
gal drama that will now move on 
to the European Court of Hu- 
man Rights. 

The man. who had been bom 
a girl but began using a male 
name at 14. had appealed 
against a High Cburt ruling in 
January that he should be de- 
barred,' on grounds of "public 
policy" from claiming mainte- 
nance, a share of the £400,000 
matrimonial home or a lump 
sum after the marriage was de- 
clared a nullity in December 
1994. 

lb widespread surprise, Mr 
Justice Hollis had declared in the 
earlier hearing that the wife 
□ever knew her husband's true 
gender until a cop}' of his birth 
certificate was produced in May 
1994. The judge ruled he had 
committed perjury when he 
married her. and that any claim 
he might have should be limit- 
ed to that of an unmarried co- 
habitee. The wife told the court 


‘The civil rights 
of transsexuals 
have still 
got to be 
recognised 
at law’ 


he used to come out of the show- 
er backwards. 

Neither of the former partners 
can be identified because of a 
court order protecting two chil- 
dren of the marriage who were 
bom after the woman, now 39, 

underwent aitifidal insemination 

with a donors sperm. She told 
the hospital her husband had had 
a \nsectomy. 

In yesterday's Court of Appeal 
judgment. Lord Justice Ward 
said: “Many - and I am one of 
them - will find it quite aston- 
ishing that there was no single 
occasion in 17 years of life to- 
gether when her eyes did not see, 
or her hands or her body feel, or 
her senses tell her that she was 
living with a man who had the 
genital formation of a woman, 
a man who did not simply have 
a small or deformed penis, but 
had no penis at all." 

But that did not alter the fact 
that the man had deceived the 
woman, heiress of a wealthy so- 


ciety family, into marrying him. 

In his STpage judgment Lord 
Justice Ward said the claim 
should be ruled out on the 
grounds of public policy. But 
while the other two judges, Lord 
Justice NeiD and Lord Justice 
Potter, took a less restrictive at- 
titude by deciding the case un- 
der the discretion given by 
matrimonial law, they both ruled 
against the transsexual. Leave 
to appeal to the House of Lords 
was refused. 

The man, now 50, from a 
modest north of England back- 
ground. was barred from contact 
with the two children last year 
because of the acrimony and hos- 
tility between the couple. He said 
yesterday. “I believe I am enti- 
tled to a settlement and am not 
prepared to let it rest.” 

For a UK marriage to be le- 
gal it must be between a mao and 
woman - their sexes tallying with 
their birth certificates. Trans- 
sexuals have so far failed to se- 
cure the right to have their birth 
certificates changed to reflect 
their new sex. 

The husband's solicitor. 
Madeleine Rees, said- “The civ- 
il rights of transsexuals have still 
got to be recognised at law. Well 
seek leave to go to the Lords and 
if they refuse we will go straight 
to Strasbourg.” 

In one of the saddest cases of 
its kind, the man began wearing 
the artificial penis, made out of 
plaster of pans, from his late 
teens. After suffering severe de- 
pression he underwent a double 
mastectomy in December 1973 
but the operation was so un- 
pleasant that he never under- 
went phalloplasty -construction 
of a penis, a decision he was to 
regret. His body was scarred 
from the removal of his breasts, 
he retained the large nipples of 
a woman and the genitals of a 
woman. At 30 he moved south 
and met his future wife, a 19- 
year-old theology student, at 
the pub where they both worked 
The court found that she had no 
sexual experience before the 
couple began an intimate rela- 
tionship using the false penis. 

In a bid to overturn Mr Jus- 
tice Hollis's ruling that the wife 
had “thought that the defendant 
cither had a very snail penis or 

that it was deformed in some way 

the man described a row af- 
ter the marriage began to break 
down in 1994. telling the court 
that he undid his trousers and ex- 
posed his artificial penis, asking 
whether that was not good 
enough for her, to which she had 
replied* “its not real." 

In the first year of the mar- 
riage. he said the wife had 
touched him between his legs 
and discovered his vagina but he 
had refused to discuss it. 


also represented In an almost 
evangelical atmosphere, the 33 
founding groups pledged com- 
mitment to Telco and promised 
to "pay their dues”. Subscrip- 
tions, which help fund two or- 
ganisers, range from £200 for 
small tenant groups to £1,800 
for large congregations. 

The dues are hefty for a 
poor area, but finan cial inde- 
pendence is a tenet of citizen 
power. “East London is heavi- 
ly ‘welfarisetf, but people need 
to feel they are not asking for 
charity when frying to build a re- 
lationship with the power play- 
ers," one organiser said. 

As a fust step, the executives 
were asked to commit them- 
selves to recruitment policies 
favouring the boroughs. In gen- 
eral terms, they did. LCR, 
builders of the £3bn Channel 
Tunnel rail link, is developing 
a 300-acre site in the middle of 
Stratford for a station. There 
were garlands too for the Spi- 
talfields Development Group, 
building offices, shops and 
homes, and the Health Man- 
agement Group, responsible 
for the new London Hospital 

The notable absentee was Ca- 
nary Wharf Ltd. The office 



Framed: A home being buitt 


blocks the company is devel- 
oping in Docklands will even- 
tually provide 55,000 jobs. 
Under a condition laid down in 
the more socially conscious 
1970s, some 2,000 posts must be 
held from people from the bor- 


on the Isle of Dogs, and Canary Wharf, whose representatives missed yesterday’s launch Photograph. Edward Sykes 

_ * _ _ - •'Difl ■ t hi' 


oughs. There is even a penalty 
of £7,000 for each missing local 
employee. But after a meeting 
on Monday between six Telco 
representatives and Gerald 
Rothmann, managing opera- 
tor of Canary Wharf, the com- 


pany decided to send no one. A 
message of “goodwill” was read 
. out, but the significance of the 
launch was that commitments 
were made in person. A 
spokesman for Canary Wharf 
said nobody was able to attend 


at such short notice. But Telco 
leaders, who sent an invitation 
on 1 Odober, believe the ab- 
sence was deliberate. 

Father John Armitagc, of St 
Margaret's. Canning Town, said 
it was “a shame” the company 


was not present. “Pari of the 
process is for people in power 
to meet anti he seen by ordinal} 
people like ourselves.” 

A narland was hung on the 
chair Mr Rolhinann eouM have 
occupied. 
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processor. 
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prey to whim of big-power rivalry 


Realpolrdk, not 
racism, is at root 
of row over military 
intervention, writes 

John Lichfield 

The fate, condition — even the 
existence - of up to 700,000 
missing” Rwandan refugees 
has become a political football 
on three continents. 

A proposed international 
force for centra] Africa, agreed 
in principle last week, has be- 
come mired in disagreements 
and suspicion on the scope and 
purposes of the mission. Offi- 
cers from 20 nations meet in 
Stuttgart today to "review mil- 
itary options". The meeting has 
twice been delayed; no decisions 
are expected. Despite the pleas 
of aid agencies, it remains un- 
clear, seven days on, how large 
a force can be assembled and 
when, if ever, it will be sent. 
The voluntary, homeward 
flood of 500,000 Rwandan 
refugees in the past five days has 
thrown planning nf rhp missio n 
into confusion. The main pur- 
pose of intervention was to es- 
cort aid to the refugees, who fled 

the 1994 Rwandan civil war, and 
encourage them 10 go home. 
Most Of the re maining facts - 
how many Rwandan refugees 
are in Zaire? where are they? 
how hungry are they? who, if 
anybody, is controlling them? - 
are disputed or unknown. 

The US, Britain and a num- 



Refugees on their way home pass the graves of peasants massacred two years ago by Hutu extremists 


Photograph: Corinne Duflo/ Reuter 


ber of Africa countries are in- . 
creasingly doubtful about mil- 
itary intervention, suspecting 
that, as the refugee crisis ebbs, 
the force may be drawn into a 
struggle for control of Zaire. 
Washington and London say 
they will not commit forces un- . 
til the situation is dearer. The 
US is unlikely to send combat 
troops in any circumstances. 

France, Belgium and Spain, 
the UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees mid all humanitarian 


agencies on the ground say 
miEtfay action is stiD needed to 
find and protect 70CUJ00 “mus- 
ing” Rwandans. The return of 
thousands of Hum refugees 
from camps around Goma 
should not blind the world 16 the 
possible plight of thousands of 
others caught up in the Zlaire- 
an chnl war. Rwanda insists the 
missing Hutus are a myth. 
Canada, which agreed to lead 
the intervention force, appears 
to be m two minds. < 
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Yesterday Emma Bonino, 
the European Union's human- 
itarian' aid commissioner, in 
effect accused (he world com- 
munity of racist indifference to 
the refugees' plight. "How 
many lives have to be in danger 
... to justify a deployment of 
troops?” die said in a speech in 
the European Parliament. "Is it 
the colour of their skin which 
makes the difference?” 

Cynicism about Western ar- 
guments and motives is under- 
standable but the core issue is 
not racism but realpolitik. The 
US, Britain and South Africa 
fear intervention which might 

centra?i^^^ Althougjh^Se 
force's mandate would be lim- 
ited to helping refugees, they 
suspect french pressure for its 
deployment is not driven pure- 
ly by humanitarian concern. 

The presence of forces of this 
kind has a habit of freezing lo- 
cal conflicts. In this case, it mgfrt 
check the Zairean rebels who 
have defeated the Zairean army 
and remnants of the genoridal 
former Rwandan government 
army, .which ntied the Hutu 
refugee camps. The rebels have 
been presented as separatists 
but they say their aim is to rid 
Zaire of the regime of President 
Mobutu Seise Seko. France is 
suspectedtf wishing to prop up 


Lorry 

drivers 

paralyse 

France 


Mary Dejevsky 

Paris 


Fhuice was feeing gridlock and 
immin ent feel shortages yes- 
terday as the country’s lorry dri- 
vers tightened their strangle- 
hold on road transport Major 
conurbations, including Mar- 
seilles, Rennes and Bordeaux 
were effectively blockaded, 
and access to key motorways 
and tnmkroutes was barred. 

An estimated 10,000 lorries, 
about 700 of them British-reg- 
istered, were caught up in the 
general paralysis as the lorry- 
drivers’ action entered its fourth 
day. Car workers at Peugeot and 
Renault plants were laid off be- 
cause supplies of components 
were delayed. Bordeaux was 
said to be within three days of 
running out of fueL 

Drivers have targeted ports 
and cities with big hie! depots, 
ofl refineries and trans-shipment 
stations. As well as using their 
lorries to form barricades, they 
are mounting "snail” convoys, 
driving their vehicles several 
abreast at slow speeds to frus- 
trate the traffic behind. 

The protestors — all haulage 
company employees, not the 

self-employed drivers who have 

formed the backbone of past 
protests- are demanding short- 
er working hours, retirement at 
55 on full pension, and kwra 1 tax 
on diesel fueL The main point 
of their protest, however, is a 
contract” they signed with em- 
ployers two years ago which, 
they say, has been implement- 
ed by fewer than one m three. 

The contract wassupposed to 
reduce their boms to a maxi- 
mum of 240 hours a month ini- 
tially, and to a maximum of 230 
hours a month within two years. 
The second anniversary of the 
contract fells on Sunday, and it 
is due for renewal. 

However, behind the protest 
lies a deeperfear. The contract 
replaced a national agreement 
underwritten by the govern-, 
ment and represented a first 
stage in liberalising the French 
road haulage market. With that 
market due to be freed com- 
pletely in 3998, the drivers fear 
Europe-wide competition could 
reduce their pay orput them out 

of work. 


Satellites pinpoint the missing thousands 


Geneva (agencies) - The 
UNHCR said it had found the 
700,000 missing Rwandan 
Hutu refugees in eastern 
Zaire, using Western satellite 
and aerial pictures. The largest 
group, of 250,000 people, was 
located 45 miles from Bukavu. 

Meanwhile, refugees said 
Zairean rebels were detaining 
young men as Rwandans 
emerged from the hills above 
Goma. They also reported 
fighting between the rebels and 
Rwandan Hutu militiamen 
driven out of the huge Mu- 
gunga refugee camp by the 
rebels last week. 



SOmite 


his regime by introducing a 
new, international, military el- 
ement US officials say they have 
no particular interest in seeing 
the rebels succeed; they just do 
not want to get involved. 

However, France, in its turn, 
is suspicious of the close rela- 
tionship between the US and 
the Rwandan government, 

Hnminali-H hy Fjrgfeh-spra Iringj 

long-exiled Tlitsi forces which 
won the 1994 civil war (who 
have no love of France, a sup- 
porter of the previous, Hutu, 
regime). Paris has no particu- 
lar faith in the corrupt Mr 


Mobutu but fears its influence 
over francophone Africa may he 
further diminished if Zaire -or 
large parts of it - fall to forces 
allied to a Rwandan govern- 
ment distrustful of France. 

In coded language, each side 
accuses the other of ignoring, or 
overplaying, the humanitarian 
crisis for its own wider political 
ends. The aid agencies say geo- 
politics means tittle to the thou- 
sands - 400,000? 500,000? 
700.000? - of Hutu refugees 
trapped around Bukavu or wan- 
dering in the vast Zairean 
forests to the west. 
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Judge orders EU to extend 
civil trial for Nigerian 
ex-SS officer sanctions 


A military judge ordered 
the release from house 
arrest of a former SS major 

suspected of involvement m 
Italy's worst Second World 
Wit atrocity and ntied that 

his case should instead 
be considered by the 
civil judiciary. 

The ruling on Karl Hass, 

84. after a closed -door 

committal hearing could 


The European Union has 
agreed to extend for another 
six months its sanctions 
against Nigeria, imposed as 
a reaction to human rights 
abuse in the west African 
counity. EU diplomats said 
the decision would he taken 
without discussion by EU 
foreign ministers when they 
meet in Brussels on Monday. 
Reuter - Brussels 


create a legal nightmare. 

Another former SS officer. 

Romania feces 

pending a re-trial by a 
mitiuuy court for the same 
atrocity. Reuters - Rome 


Jet explodes 
over Alps 

An unidentified plane 
exploded while flying over 
the Alps early yesterday, and 
authorities launched a 
search for the wreckage. 
French media reported. 
Residents hoard the blast 
and saw the burning aircraft 
in the sin’ between the cities 
of Annecy and Thoncs. 

Traffic controllers in the 
region said the)’ had no 
warning of the blast or any 
distress call from the plane, 
the radio said. About SO 
police, fire-fighters and 
rescuers were mobilized, and 
a helicopter was to fly over 
the area to search for the 
wreckage, the radio said. 
AP- Paris 


Briton 

escapes 

A Cambodian military 
official said a British minc- 
clcarancc expert, 
Christopher Howes, 
believed to have been 
kidnapped by the Khmer 
Rouge in late March, 
had escaped. 

“He escaped. I don't 
know when.” said Major- 
General Tom Sambol. He 
added that the Armed 
Forces Deputy Chief of 
Staff, Lieutenant-General 
Nhiek Bun Chhay. had 
gone to northern Cambodia 
to bring Mr Howes to 
Phnom Penh. 

Reuters - Pnomh Penh 


corruption 

Romanian Prime Minister- 
designate. Victor Ciorhcj 
has pledged to uproot what 

he says is endemic post- 
Communist government 
corruption. Mr Ciorhva, 
endorsed for his new job 
within days of reformist 
Emit Constant inescu's 
presidential election victory 
over Ion lliescu, said his 
government would seek 
Western approval for tough 
reforms. It would also press 
ahead to join Naio and the 
EU. Reuters - Bucharest 

Fire damages 
Parliament 

Fire broke out in the Czech 
Parliament in central Prague 
early yesterday, injuring 
several firemen. The fire 
brigade said n number of 
rooms in the baroque 
building had been damaged 
in a newly reconstructed part 
of the building, but the blaze 
had been extinguished. The 
Parliament was not in 
session. Reuters - Prague 

Hong Kong 
building fears 

Fire regulations and the 
safety of older buildings were 
in question in Hong Kong 
yesterday after a blaze tore 
through an office and 
residential block, leaving at 
least 39 people dead. The 
fire, thought to have been 
sparked by an electrical fault 
in a lift, quickly engulfed the 
bottom four floors of the 16- 
storey Garley Building. 
Reuters -Hong Kong 
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Oprah’s recommended 
reading becomes the 
talk of all America 

Rupert Cornwell on the Queen of Chat who has given literature a lift 


In the annals of the dissemination of human 
may not quite rival the discovery 

papyrus, the invention of offset printing, 
wthe launch of the Internet Bat Oprah Win- 
frey. queen of television talk shows, has 
punched a book dub, and the US publish- 
ing industry has never seen anything like it. 

America’s obsession with celebrity always 
amazes, but rarely as much as now. This is 
not, to put it mildly, a nation of voracious 
readers - or at least it wasn't until Ms Win- 
frey announced in September that, once a 
month, her regular weekday afternoon show 
would contain a half hour ‘Book dub' seg- 
ment “to get America reading again", com- 
plete with featured author. For 
O prah- foflowers, it was as good as the 
Eleventh Commandment. 

Now appearances by authors on chat 
shows are a routine - indeed essential - part 
of a book’s promotion, and not only in the 
US. The current super-specimen here is 
Sarah Ferguson, dubbed try one American 
newspaper the “Duchess of Pork", who in 
recent days has appeared on Oprah, Larry 


Boston to Honolulu, to push her autobiog- 
raphy Afy If a writer can get on Oprah, 

Said one publishing company even before the 
advent of tbe Book Club, “you don't need 
reviews" 

For pure publishing pork, though, noth- 
ing matches the featured selection on 
Oprah's Book Club. The first choice was a 
decently written but largely unremarkable 
novel about a kidnapped child. The Deep End 
of the Ocean, by the debutante author 
Jacqueline Mitchand. The publishers initially 
planned a print run of 100,000. 

Then came 18 October and benediction 
by Oprah. Since then the print run bas been 
raised to 800,000 and The Deep End stands 
today on top of the New York Times best- 
seller 1st, having vaulted over such super- 
stars as ’Dim Clancy, Stephen King, John Le 
Carre and Dick Frauds. And to prove it was 
no fluke, Oprah has done it again with her 
second selection. Song of Solomon by Toni 
Morrison. 

Song of Solomon, as students of modern 
American writing will know, is anything but 
lowbrow supermarket pulp, it is an exquis- 


m 

w? 



he, mystical tale of a black man's discovery 
of his African-American roots. Largely on 
the strength of it, Ms Morrison three 
years ago won the Nobel prize for literature. 
The book was first published in 1977, 
and before this month some 400,000 hard- 
back and paperback copies had been 
printed. 

That all changed with the Book Gub en- 
dorsement of “the greatest living American 
author, male or female, black or white," 
as Oprah told her 9 milli on regular viewers. 
Forewarned, tbe paperback publisher rushed 
out another 580.000 copies and Knopf, 
which has the hardback rights, printed 
40,000. In other words, the trade reckons 
to sell half as many books again in a 
couple of months as in nearly 20 years - 
thanks to the puffing power of a mega- 
celebrity. 

The Book Gub format is a small mas- 
terpiece of celebrity journalism: a plotted bi- 
ography of the subject, followed by filmed 
excerpts of a candle-lit dinner at Oprah’s 
apartment with the author and four select- 
ed viewers as guests, rounded off by an on- 


Sales pitch: Toni 
Morrison’s Song of 
Solomon, published 
In 1977, was 
featured on Oprah 
Winfrey's Book 
Club spot Sales 
have since gone 
through the roof 
Photograph: Rex 
Features 


set interview. She does not play the artsy crit- 
ic, but the gushing advocate of reading for 
reading's sake. So has Oprah found the mag- 
ic formula to transform a nation of couch 
potatoes into a mighty army of bookworms? 
Perhaps, although proof conclusive will not 
come until a Winfrey-blessed Oresteian 
TKIogy by Aeschylus - around for 1500 
years - surges to No 1 on the Times list. 
What she has already demonstrated how- 
ever, for the umpteenth time, is the colos- 
sal power of celebrity TV in a land where 
talk-show prattlers are more famous than 
the Presidents they interview. 

In the meantime, the book world trem- 
bles in anticipation at the third monthly 
selection, to be shown in early January. 
It is The Book of Ruth by Jane Hamilton, 
a prizewinning 1988 novel that has 
sold 8,000 in hardback. Now the hardback 
publishers are rushing out 50,000 copies, 
and the paperback publishers half a mil- 
lion. 

If the good Duchess could get on the 
Book Gub, she might even be able to pay 
her debts. 



Apartheid’s former strongman lambasts 
S African witchhunt against Afrikaners 


i- 1 :- httfH 




Cape Town (Reuter) - The for- 
mer South African president 
P.W. Botha declared yesterday 
that he would never apologise 
for apartheid, and denounced 
what he cafied an assault on the 
Afrikaner by tbe country's new 
black rulers. 

“I am not guilty of any deed 
for which I should apologise or 
ask for amnesty. I therefore 
have no intention of doing 
this," be said. 

Mr Botha, aged 80, one of the 
last two surviving white 
apartheid presidents, made 
his remarks in a written state- 
ment after a private meeting 
with Archbishop Desmond Turn 


I see it 


at a secret location. No media 
were allowed to witness the en- 
counter. 

Tbtu heads a Truth and Rec- 
onciliation Commission, in- 
tended to heal tbe wounds of 
apartheid, which has heard 
from police officers that Botha 
almost certainly knew about the 
torture and murder of black 
activists. 

Mr Botha, who became 
prime minister in 1978 and 
president in 1984, said: "I am 
deeply concerned about the 
fierce and unforgiving assault 
which is being launched against 
the Afrikaner and his language 
at all levels of society." He had 


never associated himself with 
“blatant murder". But “there 
might have been instances 
during the conflict of the past 
where individuals have ex- 
ceeded the limits of their 
authority. 

“I cannot be expected to 
take responsibility for the 
actions of any such individuals." 

He said reconciliation be- 
tween former enemies could be 
achieved only by "closing the 
book on the past and focusing 
on the challenges of the future 
in unity. 

“In many circles the Afrikan- 
er is being isolated to be pun- 
ished for all the unfavourable 


events in tbe history of South 
Africa ... Concern exists that 
your commission is being 
abused in this campaign of re- 
venge against the Afrikaner." 

He said British colonialists 
and not Afrikaners had intro- 
duced race discrimination into 
South Africa. "The Afrikaner 
was a victim of (British) colo- 
nial greed ... Tbe recent conflicts 
in which we were involved were 
primarily against Soviet impe- 
rialism and colonialism.” 

He asserted it was he who 
had begun tbe process of reform 
which led to Nelson Mandela 
being released from a life prison 
sentence in February 1990. He 


also claimed responsibility for 
removing some racist legisiatkm. 

“As head of the government 
of the day - a legally effected 
government which was inter- 
nationally recognised - 1 accept 
full political responsibility for 
the policies which were fol- 
lowed," Mr Botha said. 

But he added that he and his 
fonnercabinet could not be ex- 
pected to react to every allega- 
tion that came up during truth 
commission hearings. 

“Your commission should 
provide me and the ex-ministers 
with a document comprehen- 
sively detailing all those as- 
pects on which it requires 


comment or clarification." he 
■told Archbishop Tutu. 

Mr Botha said evidence from 
a former police general to the 
commission that he had or- 
dered the bombing of an office 
block in Johannesburg housing 
anti-apartheid activists was 
wrong. “These allegations are 
based on untested, unconfirmed 
and unsubstantiated hearsay.” 

Archbishop Tutu’s commis- 
sion has until the end of 1997 
to unravel the human rights 
record of the war over apart- 
heid, to pardon human rights 
offenders on both sides of the 
struggle, and to award limited 
compensation to victims. 


PW Botha: Tm not sorry’ 


Baby 
death 
teenager 
gives up 
to FBI 

David Usborno 

New York - An eighteen-yen r- 
old man accused of helping his 
girlfriend to kill her newborn 
child turned himself into the 
FBI in Wilmington. Delaware, 
yesterday amid a scrum of jour- 
nalists and jostling onlookers, 
some of them screaming “baby 
killer". 

After 48 hours on the tun, 
Brian Peterson, arrived at the 
FBI offices with bis mother and 
father. He was expected to 
plead not guilty to a charge of 
fust-degree murder. 

Both Mr Peterson, and bis 
girlfriend, Amy Grossberg, who 
« being held in custody, could 
face the death penalty if con- 
victed. 

The case of the young pair, 
who were high school sweet- 
hearts in a weal thy New Jersey 
suburb, has drawn widespread 
public interest, partly because 
the two accused come from 
backgrounds not normally as- 
sociated with death penalty 
crimes. 

It has also triggered renewed 
debate about capital punish- 
ment in America, with many 
speaking up for two people, 
who. although they are legally 
old enough to be treated as 
adults under the law, arc ac- 
cused of a crime that was quite 
likely to have been committed 
in circumstances of intense 
confusion anc. distress. 

The family lawyer, Joseph 
Hurley, conceded that his par- 
ents had been considering 
smuggling their son out ,of the 
country in order to avoid plac- 
ing him at the risk of execution. 

Mr Hurley, first tried to talk 
them out of that course of ac- 
tion: tile mother apparently 
responded that that way, "at 
least he has a life". 

According to the police, Mr 
Peterson drove during the night, 
of 12 November to Ms Gross- 
berg's dormitory room at the 
University of Delaware, in 
Newark, and took her to a 
nearby motel. 

Once they were in their 
room, the prosecution allege 
that Ms Grossberg gave birth 
to the baby - a boy - which the 
pair then lolled and put in a rub- 
bish bag. This was then put in 
a tip behind the motel. 

A post-mortem revealed that 
the baby had suffered severe 
wounds to his skull, leading in- 
vestigators to believe that his 
head had been crushed by- the 
couple. 

It appeared that Miss Gross- 
berg had concealed her preg- 
nancy from both her friends and 
family until the very end. pre- 
sumably out of fear of reveal- 
ing it to her parents. DNA tests 
arc planned to establish 
whether Mr Peterson was the 
child's father. 
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fate hangs 
in balance 


Sara* Helm 

Brussels 


$ 


tJ 


s> \ 




The fate of EEo Di Rupo, the 
Belgian deputy prime minister, 
i bung in the balance yesterday 
as inquiries intensified into 
j claims that he had sex with wi- 
lder- age teenage boys. ‘ “ 
Late on Wednesday, a par- 
i anientary commission de- 
terred a decision on whether to 
Mr Dj Rupo’s immunity 
m prosecution and send him 
r trial. The commission ruled 
at evidence presented so far 
s contradictory, and a final 
nsion would not be made for 
| further two weeks. 

\ The delay was widely seen 
terday as an attempt by the 


cen tri-left government to de- 
fuse the controversy and ward 
off a threat to the coalition, 
which toould collapse if Mr Di 
Rupo jirere forced to resign. 

However, as more unsub- 
stantiated, lurid details of the al- 
legations spilled into the press 
yesterday, an already angry and 
volatile Belgian public de- 
manded swift answers.- - 

Gay groups, meanwhile, step- 
ped up theirwarnings against a 
witch unt, which could bring a 
moral backlash against homo- 
sexuals. Leaders of Belgium’s 
gay community called on the 
press and politicians to recall 


that no corroborated evidence 
of illegal sex has yet been pre- 
sented ^gainst Mr EM Rupp^ who 
has demed all allegations. It re- 
mains undear whether the teen- 
ager who has accused Mr Di 
Rupo was under 16, the age of 
consent of homosexual sex in 
Belgium. Gay groups insisted a 
dear line should be drawn be- 
tween this case, and the pae- 
dophile murder of young girls, 
revealed in August, which led to 
the arrest of Marc Dutroux. 

Mr Di Rupo. minister for 
communications and Jean 
Pierre Grafe, a regional gov- 
ernment minister, both openly 
homosexual, have been named 
in statements made to the po- 
lice by a young male prostitute, 
known as Oliver T 
The statements, which were 
before the parliamentary com- 
mission on "Wednesday, were 
made during the intensified in- 
quiries into paedophile rings 
launched since the Dutroux af- 
fair. The teenager alleges that 
Mr Di Rupo had sex with him 
in public toilets, in a dis- 
cotheque and at his .home. He 
also describes sexual encounters 
with Mr de Grafe, including 
pornographic photography ses- 
sions at Mr de Gram’s apart- 
ment in Ligge. 

Members of the parliamen- 
tary commission pointed out 
yesterday that the evidence 
contained .numerous inccvnsis- 
tendes, particularly concerning 
the accuser's age at the time. 
Furthermore, tbe'accuser’s mo- 
tives remain in doubt, with 
some members of the Franco- 

f hone community accusing 
lemish elements of seeking to 
smear the francophone social- 
ist parly, which is embroiled in 
a high level corruption scandal. 

Whatever the final ruling of 
the commission of inquiry, Mr 
EX Rupo, a hitherto popular fig- 
ure, K highly unlikely to survive 
in Belgian politics in die dimate 
of (Ssrust and recrimination. 


Israeli guard faces up to reality in video beating case 



Jerusalem (AP) -Tkahi Smayah, an Is- 
raeli border grand captured on video 
tape locking and beating Palestinian 
detainees, seen outside the city’s mag- 
istrates' court with his head in tus 
hands next to his lawyer, while his fa- 
ther, seen on the left, tries to console 


him. Smayah, together with another bor- 
der guard David Ben Abu faces charges 
of aggravated assault and abuse of 
power. Both men wept in court yester- 
day, surrounded by their families. 

An amateur Palestinian cameraman 
filmed the two guards in a north 


Jerusalem suburb, kicking the Pales- 
tinians in the head and body; forcing 
them to do press-ups and bitting them 
in the face in October. The rootage was 
broadcast on Monday on Israel Televi- 
sion. 

The two accused were ordered to be 


held for three da>s. after which time they 
wifi be released under house arrest 
Their phone lines will be disconnected 
to prevent them from speaking to each 
other or anyone else fnunh ed in the case, 
Israeli court spokesman Mosbe Gorali 
said. 


Protests rock Serbia and Croatia 


Tony Barber 

Europe Editor 


Serbia and Croatia were con- 
vrilscdyesterdzy by the largest 
anti-government protests since 
the outbreak of the wars in for- 
mer YugpdavSain 1991. Serbian 
opposition leaders brought 
thousands of demonstrators cm 
to Belgrade^ streets for the 
third day running in protest at 
the attempts of President Slo- 
bodan Milosevic's ruling So- 
cialist Party to annul opposition 
victories in local elections. 

The Sodafists still dominate 
the federal parliament of rump- 


Yugoslavia, which unites Serbia 
and Montenegro. But a coali- 
tion of opposition parties 
known as Zajedno (“Together*) 
scored an unprecedented suc- 
cess last Sunday when they de- 
feated the Socialists in munici- 
pal election&in Bekrada^be in- 
dustrial dftuEs of 



jevac, arid Novi Sad," 
Vojvodina province. / -V ; 

The jubilant chairman of the 
opposition Democratic Party, 
Zoran Djindjic, said the re- 
sults would “ring around the 
world” and prove to„ Serbia's 
friends that the country ruled by 
Mr Milosevic since 1987 was 


“neither Cuba nor North Ko- 
rea”. Another opposition lead- 
er, Vbpslav Kostunica, declared: 
“The outcome of the local elec- 
tions represents a first impor- 
tant step in the direction of the 
establishment of a democratic 
order m Serbia.” 

The anti-government pro- 
tests broke out after Socialist- 
controlled electoral commis- 
sions, citing unspecified voting 
irregularities, ordered new elec- 
tions in a majority of munici- 
palities where the opposition 
had been- victorious. Demons- 
trations in Belgrade were the 
largest since March 1991, when 


Mr Milosevic deployed tanks 
and police uniLs to suppress tens 
of thousands of protestors 
In Croatia, ruled since 1990 
by President franjo Tudjman 
and his right-wing nationalist 
Croatian Democratic Union 
(H DZ), the government was de- 
nounced at home and in West- 
ern capitals for announcing 
plans to shut down the country's 
last independent radio station. 
Thousands of demonstrators 
massed in central Zagreb on 
Wednesday night to shout anti- 
Tudppan slogans and wave ban- 
ners in support of Radio 101, 
which the HDZ intends to si- 


lence from 30 November by 
awarding its fre- 
quency to a new station. 

The action also flics in the 
fact* of Croatian government 
promises to the Council of Eu- 
rope to protect freedom of 
speech and pluralism in the me- 
dia. It is unclear to what extent 
Mr Tudjman personally was 
behind the action against Radio 
101. He has been in a Washing- 
ton hospital for the last week 
with what the stale-controlled 
Croatian media described as 
“digestion problems”. A US 
official said he understood Mr 
Tudjman had stomach cancer. 


Kohl and 
Juppe act 
to steady 
the franc 


Tony Barber 

Europe Editor 


Germany and France vuidu in 
calm nerves over ihe planned 
European single currency yes- 
terday by insisting that tlw pre- 
sent mark-trime exchange rate 
does not need to he chanced. 

The statement, ln*m German 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl and 
France's Prime Minister. Alain 
Juppe, was designed n> quel! 
speculation that the franc niiaht 
be devalued before the sched- 
uled launch of the euro in Jan- 
uary 1999. 

Fresh tensions i n er monetary 
union had broken out on 
Wednesday when Valen liiv 
card d’Esiuing. a former French 
president, proposed a sharp 
devaluation ol the lranc ahead 
of monetary union. Heighten- 
ing the sense of drama. 'Italy's 
Prime Minister. Rum. mo Pro- 
di, said he would resign if Ins 
country failed to qualify, 

Their comments demon- 
strated that for all 15 European 
Union member-states, ihc 
stakes of monetary union are 
growing larger the closer the 
EU moves to the moment ot 
truth in January 1999. 

In practice, the crunch your 
for most EU government s may 
be Jess than six weeks away, for 
it is partly on the basis of their 
economic performance in 1 ( *97 
that countries will be judged to 
have met - or missed - the 
Maastricht conditions for par- 
ticipating in monetary union 
from the start. 

Though Mr Giscard d’Es- 
laing is not in the French 
government, his devaluation 
proposal reflected the views of 
a number of French politicians. 
In Germany, however, there is 
likely to be* little welcome for 
any move lending to a stronger 
mark and greater strains on 
German competitiveness. 

Mr Prodi’s offer to resign if 
Italy fails to be a founder- 
member of the euro was, in the 
eves of many, a sore temptation 
of fate. 

He made the offer only a day- 
after his government was wide- 
ly criticised for putting forward 
emergency tax proposals which 
are supposed to ensure Italian 
participation in monetary union 
in 1999, but which may achieve 
precisely the opposite. 
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Shadow of war hangs over 
South Korea’s border city 

Richard Lloyd Parry on the turmoil caused by Pyongyang’s lost submarine 


Kangnung, South Korea — 
kangnung might be Korea's 
answer to Scarborough -an old- 
fashioned seaside town perched 
on the bleak but beautiful 
north-east coast. Instead of ru- 
ffled abbeys, the countryside 
around. Kangnung has famous 
Confudan temples, and instead 
of moors, the mountains of the 
Odaesan National Park. The lo- 
cals live off farming (rice rather 
than cows) and fishing (squid 
rather than haddock ). 'Hie town 
has one night club, but tourists 
are mostly old people, and the 
Kangnung they value is 
ungl amorous and uneventful. 

The problem with the Scar- 
borough comparison is that 50 
miles north of Kangnung is a 
155-mile barbed wire fence, 
fortified on both sides by mines, 
tanks and one milli on heavily 
armed troops. Below the line*, 
life passes quietly. Above it, in 
Stalinist North Korea, there is 
hunger, political terror and one 
of the world's least unpre- 
dictable dictatorships. 

It is easy to forget Korea is 
divided, but 43 years after the 
armistice, the menace of war has 
not faded, as Kangnung re- 
cently discovered. In mid-Sep- 
tember. u taxi driver motoring 
along a coastal road south of the 



A South Korean soldier at 
the submarine’s landing 
site Photograph: Reuter 

city made a shocking find: bob- 
bing on the rocks near the 
shore was a “dolphin-like ship". 
Closer inspection revealed it to 
be a submarine. Its crew - 26 
North Korean commandos and 
sailors - had deserted it hours 
before, and were armed and at 
large in the countryside. 

The submarine’s abandon- 
ment looked like a cock-up, but 
it caused uproar in South Ko- 
rea. Armed forces were pul on 
alert and President Kim Young 
Sam denounced the “infiltra- 
tion" as an act of war. Forty 
thousand troops, spotter planes 
and helicopter gun ships mount- 
ed a man hunt. Two months lat- 
er, all but one of the North 



Koreans have been killed or 
captured. But the incident gal- 
vanised hardliners in Seoul and 
undermined the tentative pro- 
gress towards peace talks with 
the North. 

Nowhere has its impact been 
felt harder than in Kangnung. 
For more than a month, the 
town was under curfew, from 
mid-evening to early morning. 
During the day, traffic entering 
and leaving the area was stop- 
ped and searched, and fishing 
boats were ordered to stay in 
harbour. The liming could not 
have been worse: autumn is the 
peak tourist period and the 
season forsongyi, a rare moun- 
tain mushroom which is a lu- 


crative product of Lhe area. 
When a songyi- picker was shot 
after being mistaken for an in- 
filtrator, the supply dried up. 
The submarine fiasco is thought 
to have cost Kangnung 150 bn 
won (£110m). 

To salvage some benefit from 
the disaster, Lhe town plans to 
turn the site of the submarine 
landing into a “national security 
historic site", with commemo- 
rative pagodas, exhibition cen- 
tres and a scale model of the 
vessel. “Passers-by wifi enjoy the 
outstanding views, and reflect 
on the conscientiousness of the 
Korean people." says Choi 
Song n of Kangnung City Hall. 

Kangnung locals are stoical, 


but grumbles do emerge. How 
was the submarine allowed to 
make its landing cm what is sup- 
posed to be one of the most 
heavily defended coastlines in 
the country? “I was a reserve 
soldier myself, and I stood 
guard on those beaches,” says 
Bae Sun Chil, proprietor of a 
billiard hall, which is still suf- 
fering from the after-effects of 
Lhe curfew “Someone made a 
mistake, and as a taxpayer I feel 
betrayed." Seoul appears to 
acknowledge this criticism. 
Since the submarine's discovery, 
the Defence and Foreign Min- 
isters have lost their jobs. 

Beyond the military’s short- 
comings is the question of Ko- 
rea’s future. Racked by food 
shortages and flooding, the 
North is closer to collapse than 
at any time in its history. There 
are risks- a suicidal, last- ditch 
invasion or some kind of less- 
er military blackmail - but also 
opportunities for settling the 
four-decade-long stand-off The 
government of the South seems 
more interested in confronta- 
tion than in dialogue. “We need 
a comprehensive overall pro- 
gramme," says Mr Bae, “1 feel 
more unsafe than ever. It hap- 
pened once. Why shouldn’t it 
happen again ?” 
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Season of mysteries 
and mellow fruits 

William Tell would surely have known how 
to solve a problem baffling a farmer in the 
Argau canton of Switzerland. 

Scientists from the Swiss Institute of 
Agricultural Technology are now X-raying 
the fruits above to try to find out whether 
they are apples or pears, and have told the 
farmer not to touch them. 

Photograph: AP 


Down 
and in: 
Life 
after 
politics 
for new 
US cult 
hero 


Rupert Cornwell 
Washington 



He may have been trounced in 
the Preadential election. But at 
the crusty old age of 73, Bob 
Dole is proving there is life af- 
ter politics: first as a glowingly 
revised performer on the late- 
night taikshows - and cow as the 

first major party White House 
candidate to star in a commer- 
cial advertisement 
“Not Drang Anything?" asks 
the caption on the Air France 
advertisement in the New York 
Times , Washington Post and 
other papers yesterday, touting 
a $299 (f 179) weekend round- 
trip to Paris. And who is the fig- 
ure below, his arm extended in 
a beaming “Come Fly With 
Me"? None other than the erst- 
while Republican candidate, 
who try his own admission is 


Bob Dole: Talking up a 
storm on late night shows 

ter he had lost the New York 
Governorship that same year. 

But Mr Dole is carving a spe- 
cial niche, and perhaps achiev- 
ing a place in the national 
affection that be never achieved 
in his 35-year Congressional 
career. 

Within days of his 5 Novem- 
ber defeat, Mr Dole was on the 
talk shows displaying the throw- 
away humour, sometimes slash- 
ing, sometimes self-deprecating 
that- if he had unveiled it more 
during the campaign — might 
have made the outcome much 
closer. What about the “3001b 
Clinton?", he was asked by 
David Le Herman on CBS. 


If Bob Dole had unveiled his 
humour earlier, the US election 
result might have been differen t, 


doing exceedingly little at the 
moment. 

Of course, bad things turned 
out otherwise, Mr Dole migh t 
have been savouring a trip to 
Paris next year aboard Air 
Force One (running costs some 
$50,000 per hour). But Air 
France it must be. As a tiny line 
of print makes dear, he is do- 
nating his £3,000 fee to Sarah's 
Circle, a Washington commu- 
nity centre for the elderly. 

Though no US presidential 
contender has featured in a 
commercial campaign, dozens 
of lesser politicos have - among 
them Dan Quayle, once vice 
president, who pushed Wavy- 
Lay potato chips in 1994, and 
Mario Cuomo, who sung the 
| praises of Doritos corn chips af- 


“I never tried to lift him , 
tried to beat him," Mr Dole n 
torted. Yes, he confessed at ai 
other point, he was up and rear 
to go, “but," he added, “there 
no place to go." 

A few days later he wt 
briefly guest co-host on Satti 
day Night Live , mocking h, 
own habit of referring to bin 
self in the third person. 

“This is Bob Dole, and Bo 
Dole thinks..." And so on, an 
so on, to jjales of laughter. I 
fact the signs are emerging c 
a Bob Dole cult, probabl 
shortlived, but emblematic of 
country in which media is me; 
sage; and politics, showbusine; 
and advertising campaign 
merge into a single indistir 
guishable entity. 
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international 


Unloved, unpaid and under-fed . . . how a f 
doctrine wrought havoc with Russia’s dead 

Christopher Bellamy reports ~ m 

on soldiers begging in Moscow 
and officers driving taxis. 


Med 

army 


A 


Moscow — If anyone were fool 
enough to attack Russia today 
the only way the Russians could 
respond quickly would be with 
nuclear missiles. The rest of the 
Russian armed forces have 
readied a point of crisis and are 
on the edge of disintegration. It 
is a miracle they have not 
already fallen apart. 

A group of young soldiers, in 
uniform, approach a car 
stopped at a set of Moscow traf- 
fic hghts. They are conscripts, 
who are not allowed to wear 
civilian clothes, but they are un- 
armed and unthreatening. 
“Please, sir", one says, leaning 
over to the window. “Can you 
spare 1,000 roubles [Up]?” 

Moscow sprawls, muddy and 
cold, a grey ocean punctuated by 
glittering, hermetically sealed is- 
lands of Western wealth. Much 
of the dty is controlled by crim- 
inal gangs, who sponge off the 
wealth pouring in from foreign 
investors and from Russia's own 
vast natural assets, just like 
1920s Chicago, but without pro- 
hibition. 

Amid the foreign wealth, a 
lieutenant-general at the netve 
centre of Russian operational 
planning has not been paid 
since August. His daughter 
wants to study medicine but the 
family cannot afford the fees, so 
she works in a bank, one of many 
Western enterprises springing up 
in Moscow, to try to save the 
money. But, at the moment, she 
is subsidising her father. 

Last year, a fighter squadron 
was temporarily deployed to 
the Russian Far East. The offi- 
cers had to make their way 
across Russia's vast land mass, 
stopping at hotels. Their ex- 
penses, and the component of 
their salary designed to cover 
food, have' still not been paid 

Somehow, they manage. 
They always did in an economy 
more attuned to real goods 
than to money. “Captain so- 
and-so isn't so badiyoffi" they 
say. “Do you know, his wire 
works rntbe /»£>£?’ mess? They" 
get all the food they need". 

Fortunately, nobody is like- 
ly to attack Russia today, or to- 
morrow. Just as well, because 
with the armed forces in their 
current parlous state, it is dif- 
ficult to believe Russia could 
mount a conventional defence. 
They would have to use theonfy 
forces they keep at a “high state 
of readiness"' - their nuclear 
forces. . 

“We have concentrated on 
the main priorities” said 
Colonel Viktor Baranets, press 
secretary to General Igor Ro- 
dionov, the Defence Minister. 
“The strategic missile forces 


remain in a High state of readi- 
ness. So do the space forces.” 

It is highly unlikely »H»r Co] 
Baranets has been paid lately. 
Since August, hardly anyone 
has, and travel expenses and 
subsistence allowances have 
not been paid for a year. Gen- 
eral Rodionov has refused to 
take any pay himself until the 
arrears have been sorted out. 
These are the people to 


ority - the General Stag; the 
61ite “court" division in 
Moscow. Servicemen in lower 
priority units have been without 
pay for much longer. 

Yet, extraordinarily, some of 
them carry on working, al- 
though the part-time jobs they 
do to pay their bills are ab- 
sorbing more and more of their 
energies. Many officers drive 
taxis at night 

Col Baranets and bis inter- 
preter, however, were smartly 
dressed, in newly introduced 
uniforms. “This is the extent of 
military reform so far" said the 
colonel. “A new uniform, new 
forms, new rubber stamps". 
But even (he new uniforms are 
in short supply. Many officers 
only have one uniform shirt, and 
only wear uniform on special oc- 
casions. Even officers’ uniform 
shoes are in short supply. 

Most of the militaiy blames 
the former Defence Minister. 
General Pavel Grachev, who 


Nuclear defence 
would be the 
only option if 
Russia were 
attacked today 


was fired in advance of the pres- 
idential election in July for not 
grasping the need to cut the size 
of the Russiabiorces tea ma&- 
ageabfejleveL * f 

The official strength of the 
armed forces - army, navy, air 
force, missile troops and space 
forces -is 1.7 million, although 
with desertion and manpower 
shortfalls, the true figure is 
probably nearer 13 mmion. . 

“The aim is to reduce by 
200,000 in the next two years," 
said Col Baranets. “In the 
kmger term, [to reduce] to a mil- 
lion — maybe even 500,000. 
There is agreement that the 
armed forces are too big, but,” 
he smiled, “the country is big 
also.” It is understood that 
General Rodionov and bis ad- 
visezs believe that the sheer size 



Power cuts 


IH at ease: 7Wo Russian soldiers unit at a checkpoint to withdraw from the centre of Grozny, Chechnya, earlier this year Photograph: AP 



Strategic nuclear warheads 8,625 
Total men underarms (Russian fig- 
ure) 4 million, of which: 

Armed forces 1 .7m (probably near- 
er 1.3m) of which: Strategic mis- 
sile and space troops 149,000; 
Army 460,000; Air force iW5> 
145,000: Air defence iPVOV 
175,000; Navy (VMF» 190.000. 

Interior Ministry IMVD) 232,000; . 
Frontier Forces iPV) 100.000; ! 
Forces for Protection of Russian 
Fed'n (FSB) 20,000: Federal Gov- 
ernment Communications and In- 
formation Agency iFAPSI) troops 
90,000 {?); Ministry for Emergency 
Situations troops 90,000 (?1 ; 
Transport 90,000. 

Total accounted for: 1,741,000 
Other troops: 2,259,000 
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of Russia rules out armed forces 
of i«« than a milliop. 

Bat these form less than half 
of the 4 miDioa men RusaastiD 
has under «rm< — an astoond- 
■ in such 
There are also sol- 
die ts in the Interior Ministry, 
the FSB (the former KGB), and 
the Border Guards, phis troops 
whn pMiri mmrnimicafinrK fa- 
cilities, railways, and those who 
belong to the Ministry for 
Emergency Situations. 

The Russians are working an 
unifying the state defence struc- 
ture. They like the idea erf a “Joint 
Chiefs of Staff* set-up, like that 
in Britain or America. Chechnya, 
where army and interior ministry 
units shot at one another, has 
matte a deep impression. 

The overwhelming impres- 
sion is that Russia has not grap- 
pled with theproblem from the 
top dotai. Traditionally, the 
structure and even the equip- 
ment of the armed forces has 
been driven by a vision of the 
character of foture war, and the 
kind of forces needed to fight 
iL This vision they caHed “mil- 
itaiy doctrine” Ip the late Imp- 
erial and Soviet eras, it was 
geared to the possibility of the 
next World War -One, TWo or 
Three. The Russians were to- 
tally unprepared for an internal 
war against their own people. 

The problem was that, hav- 
ing centred on “doctrine", the 
whole system is paralysed until 
such a doctrine can be pro- 
duced. In the interim, there is 
a consummate irony. The dis- 
integration of the Russian mil- 
itary could present more of a 
threat to the West than its 
forces ever did in their most 
developed, Cold-TRfer, form. 


IN nils \U! KI NDS 
| N !>! Tl Ni)i N I ON Si NI)V\ 


FESTIVE 

SPIRITS 

SPECIAL 


,, I 

viiv^ ■ * 


1 -Mm 


... recipes from 
Britain’s top chefs 
using alcohol for 
seasonal cheer. 
Plus, Richard 
Ehrlich and his . 
panel of tasters 
choose the; top five 
bottles of $ubbfy on 
offer this year 


Lord Wyatt (light) has been described as one of 
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“Hurry- this weekend is 
your last chance 
for these great 


offers.” 


TRACIE ANN RILEY 
Kitchen Sales Adviser 
B&Q WIGAN 
yr 



GLENDALE 


HUDSON 


SAVANNAH 


OFFERS [NO 8 m MON 25 th NOV 


INTEREST 
FREE CREDIT 



ASPEN 


BROOKLAND 

GOODWOOD • GRASMERE • MONTREUX GREY 
• MONTREUX RED • MULBERRY • WESTON 


ON SELECTED KITCHENS 


Up to 2 years Interest Free Credit is available when you spend 
£1,800 or more on all other kitchens in our range, except for 
those at 25% or 33% off. Your purchase can include accessories, 
worktops, sinks, taps, appliances and installation costs. 


TYPICAL EXAMPLE REPAYMENT TABLE 

PURCHASE PRICE - E1.800 

20% MINIMUM DEPOSIT OF ....5360 

LOAN VALUE £1,440 


IS MONTHLY INSTALMENTS Or ONLY. £80 


PURCHASE CREDIT 
PRICE PERIOD 


■TOTAL AMOUNT PAYABLE 
(0%APR) 


-S1.B00 


£1.800 - £2.309.99 


£2.400 or more 


IS months 


24 months 



EARN TESCO CLUBCARD 
POINTS AT B&Q NOW! 

' Pick up a leaflet In store. 

Does not apply In B&Q Wreehotises 

or B&Q Depots. I 


• All kitchens are disassembly. • Our in-store consultants will help you choose, 
plon and design your B&Q kitchen. They will also visit your home to measure. 

• All kitchen units are guaranteed for 20 years. 

• Well deliver your kitchen free of charge when you buy 8 units or more. 

We can also arrange installation of your B&Q kitchen by professional tradesmen. 


A BIGGER CHOICE 
A BETTER PRICE 

B8KAJN1S H90BT DlLY CHAK - FOR TOW BAREST STORE PHONE 0000600900 

OPENING HOURS 

MondaySattvday: Most stores 8arrv$pm. Sunday: Most stores England & Wales 
T0crm-4prn (where permitted). Scotland & h*°rihemlr^snd9an>^m. 
raitran store txxss may vary, please 'phon e your nearest store to confirm. 

j We're now on the Internet - http://www.dly.co.~ukl 



YOU CAN DO IT WHEN YOU B&Q IT! 
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Lord Bancroft 


<T 


cared passionale- 
® tc Snty aad pub- 
of foe British civil 
“TBoe, of which he was head for 

^ te . < L pcriod ' between 
W78 and 1981. Bancroft and 
Margaret Thatcher were chalk 
cheese. He went to the 
stake on the principle of the 
duly of avfl servants to «Kv 
unpalatable advice to ministers. 

In almost the first hruath of 

UBHiaiJn speech to the House 
of Lords on 26 May 1982, he 
made this barb: 

h sagnjat prinV l0 folk* the tur- 
ner Lord Chancellor, and although 

r Jlf 15 ' unv aid 

i ao not intend to flatter anyone 
buito tcU the trath - and the iruth 
occasionally docs one some good. 

Lord Alien of Abbevdale de- 
scribes Bancroft as one of the 
few people who, when their 
name went up on the tclc\ision 
screen of speakers in the House 
of Lords, could cause an influx 
of the peers to hear what he was 
jaymg. “He was very eloquent 
both in speech and on paper," 
says Allen Fur example. Bancroft 
went on in his maiden speech: 

I axn sure I niU commit nvn sole- 
cism and infelicity known to vour 
Lordships, because, Alter .ilk 1 have 
spent mv time, on the whole, draft- 
ing speeches for others to read 
rather than making them myself. 

Bancroft believed lhaL so 
long as wc have our parlia- 
mentary democracy, the essen- 
tial role of the Civil Semce 
should be unchanging: namely, 
to act both as a ballast and. if 
need be. an engine in a consti- 
tution which includes a volatile 
and increasingly powerful ex- 
ecutive, and a volatile and. un- 
til very' recently, increasingly 
regimented legislature: a ballast 
and engine or permanent offi- 
cers. duly subordinate 10 min- 
isters yei possessing sufficient 
independence, character, abil- 
ity and experience to be able to 
advise, assist and to some extent 
influence those who are from 
time to time set above them. 

He believed in the timeless 
verities of the Norrhcote- 


Trevelvan Report of 1854. 
Those verities for Bancroft ex- 
tended from the Permanent 
Secretary advising the minister 
to the youngest clerk in a local 
office caring for clients beyond 
the call of duty. In order to per- 
form its role effectively, the ser- 
vice had to be self-confident. 
Recently something had gone 
far wrong when too manycivil 
servants had become furtive or 
apologetic about their occupa-. 
lion. If some of our fellow cit- 
izens seemed to have lost 
confidence in the Civil Ser- 
vice. Bancroft thought that it 
was any rate partly as a result 
of the Civil Service's loss of 
confidence la itself. 

He simply atuld not fathom 
the refusal of the Government 
lust year to commission an in- 
dependent attitude survey of its 
own employees. He was con- 
temptuous of the need to rely 
on anecdotal evidence. Bancroft 
believed that the Civil Service 
was handicapped by being 
mucked around too much, loo 
rapidly and too incest uously. 

He identified a gap between 
the words and actions of min- 
isters - the almost total break- 
up of a unified service into 
hundreds of semi-autonomous 
agencies, each under its own 
chief executive, “it makes for a 
cat's cradle of lines of ac- 
countability'. rather like the 
work of a cicver idiot trying to 
map Tom Tiddler’s ground." 

Bancroft argued that it was 
the natural condition of any 
public service to be corrupt: 

If that i\ much loss true in Britain 
than in other countries, it is because 
for a long time ncrn*. but bv no 
means time '.Hit of mind, our civil ser- 
vice has maintained hicb standards 
of probity. That has not come about 
by aeddent. Hkll standards have per- 
vciied because they became deeply in- 
etaiaed in the ethos of the service. 
That elhi« was rapidly absorbed by 
new arrivals, whose very method of 
recruitment to the service - by open 
competition-set die rone. They soon 
learnt from their elders what was 
expected of them. 

Until Bancroft left Whitehall 
he used to tell his friends that 


he continued to ask himself the 
question. "What would Bridges. 
Brook, or Scipell jLord 
Bridges, Lord Narmanhmak 
and Sir David Scrpcll] have 
done in like circumstances?" He 
recalled that the ethos was fur- 
ther safeguarded by the tradi- 
tion that the service offered a 
lifetime's career. 

The last great issue of Ban- 
croft’s life was to mobilise opin- 
ion against farming out the key 
issue of recruitment to Ihe Civ- 
il Service. Memorably, along 
with Lord Allen, in March this 
year he mobilised 124 peers to 
defeat 64 government loyalists 
on the issue of recruitment to 
the Civil Service. In the lobby 
with him were warlords such ax 
Lord Aekner and Lord Simon 
of Glaisdalc beside former 
Conservative ministers such 
as Lord Orr-Ewing and Lord 
Rippon of Hexham. 

Bancroft was concerned 
about any idea of having to re- 
new contracts. The first pillar of 
integrity was a career service 
whose members could persist in 
giving frank if unwelcome ad- 
vice to ministers* without the 
prospect of their “contracts" be- 
ing ended or not renewed. The 
second was a unified service, 
bound together by a common 
ethos, where the best talent 
aiuld be promoted on mcriL 
without regard to departmen- 
tal boundaries. The third pillar 
of the Civil Service was re- 
cruitment through open com- 
petition by an independent 
body protected against inter- 
ference from any source what- 
ever. He saw* the first two pillars 
as having been chipped away in 
the late 1980s and early 199CK. 
The final straw was to sell off 
the recruitment and assessment 
services. 

“We arc discussing," he 
snapped in the Lords debate on 
S March, “a matter of high pol- 
in'. not a mechanical weeding 
business." 

Ian Bancroft was the son of 
a teacher and HM Inspector of 
Schools and educated at Sir 








‘Clear vision, great tact'; Bancroft In 1977 Photograph: Hutton Getty 


William Turner’s Grammar 
School, Cnatham. near Re dear 
in Cleveland. He won a schol- 
arship to Balliol College, Ox- 
ford, gaining an honours degree 
in English and coming under the 
influence of the famous Master 
of Balliol Sandy Lindsay. In 
1*42 he left Oxford to join the 
Ritle Brigade and served as a 
captain from Normandy to the 
Rhine. A colleague who 
thought that he was altogether 
too serious a civil servant qual- 
ified his judgement by recalling 
that Bancroft, an admirer of 
Louis Armstrong, had painted 
on his bren-gun carrier “Si 
James’s Infirmary Blues". 

On demobilisation Bancroft 
passed the civil service exam, en- 
tered the Treasury and was 
promoted to the post of Private 
Secretary to the Second Secre- 
tary to the Treasury, Sir Henry 
Wilson Smith, who had respon- 


sibility in the Treasury for the 
international currency prob- 
lems being faced by Stafford 
Cripps and Hugh Gailskeli. 

He served in the private of- 
fice of Rab Butler, who de- 
scribed him as “the best Private 
Secretary I ever had". Second- 
ed to the Cabinet Office for a 
couple of years, Bancroft went 
back to the Treasury in the key 
position of Principal Private 
Secretary to Reginald Maudling. 
This was the period when the 
Chancellor went for expansion, 
as he put it in his 1978 Memoirs, 

quite deliberately, with our eyes 
open, recognising the dangers. The 
prize to be obtained, the prospect of 
expansion without inflation, the end 
of stop-go and a breakout from the 
constrictions of the past, was a glit- 
tering one. My policy has been de- 
scribed as a “dash for freedom”. I 
third: that is ascribing to me, rather 
unusually, an ooxss of eotfgy and en- 
thusiasm. In fact, the whole policy was 


deliberate, calculated and coherent 
No one could guarantee success, but 

the were high and the al- 

ternatries wen; drab and dqrresang. 

The first time I met Ian Ban- 
croft was when I went with a 
young Scottish colleague u> see 
Reggie Maudling on the ques- 
tion of whether aid could be giv- 
en to developing countries in foe 

form of surplus trucks from foe 
BMC factory at Bathgate in my 
constituency. After we had seen 
foe Chancellor, who was sym- 
pathetic but critical, Bancroft 
took the trouble - he was un- 
der no obligation whatsoever to 
do so - to explain to two very 
green MPs the thinking behind 
what Maudling had said. He was 
the first senior civil servant 
that I had ever met and I 
formed the strong impression 
that be cared deeply and would 
go to endless trouble to explain 
foe convictions behind advice 
that his colleagues had given. 
He was a deeply caring man. 

On the election of the 
Labour government James 
Callaghan was only too happy 
to inherit such a loyal Private 
Secretary who Maudling rec- 
ommended to him as "a hell of 
a nice chap -dear vision, great 
tact". Callaghan describes him 
as “my strong right arm for 
three years". Indeed, many 
years later, on 1 February 1995, 
the then ennobled Lord Ban- 
croft was (o say in an aside to 
the peers, “On a personal note 
I relished all the many minis ters 
I served except one. That one 
was, of course. Mrs Thatcher. 

In 1966 Bancroft left the Pri- 
vate Office just before foe ter- 
rible statement of 20 July when 
the Labour government public 
expenditure plans were blown 
off course. I have beard it ar- 
gued that had Bancroft been in 
foe Chancellor of foe Exche- 
quer's Private Office the results 
of the economic storm would 
not have been so catastrophic 
as they turned out to be. 

Bancroft progressed from 
being an Under-Secretary, 
1966-68. to the newly estab- 


lished Civil Service Depart- 
ment in foe last two years of the 
Labour government. Under 
Edward Heath he was Director 
General of Organisation and 
Establishments in the Depart- 
ment of the Environment, 
Deputy Chairman of foe Board 
of Customs and Excise and 
then Second Permanent Secre- 
tary in foe CivA Service De- 
partment Under foe Labour 
government be was Permanent 
Secretary, in succession to 
his dose friend Sir David Ser- 
pell, during a period when re- 
lations between the Labour 
government and local govern- 
ment, not least Labour local 

The 1974-76 <Smmittee on 
Local Government Finance, 
under Sir Frank Layfield, had 
recommended far-reaching 
changes in the direction of 
greater financial independence. 
But local authorities, particu- 
larly the Labour fiefdoms in the 
cities, were overspending their 
agreed public expenditure al- 
locations and Bancroft had to 
argue the case for greater and 
not lesser control by central 
government of local govern- 
ment spending. However, 
unusually for Permanent Sec- 
retaries, he established an ex- 
cellent working relationship 
with the building industry. 

On the retirement of Sir 
Douglas Allen, now Lord Gra- 
ham, as Head of the Home Civ- 
il Service in October 1977, 
Bancroft was preferred to Sir 
Frank Cooper as his successor 
designate. 

However, the incoming 
Prime Minister, Margaret 
Thatcher, was determined to 
improve what she saw as the “ef- 
ficiency" of foe Civil Service. 
Actually, Bancroft was not au- 
tomatically opposed to a re- 
duction in foe size of foe Civil 
Service and was loyal to the 
point of playing his full part in 
trying to achieve foe incoming 
government’s targets. However, 
a published commitment to 






cent over five years, in foe ab- 
sence of any thought-out, clear 

ami detailed proposals as to how 

this was to be done, was cata- 
strophic fordvfl-service morale. 

He was sore at foe appointment 
of a new efficiency unit to be 
headed by Sir Derek Rayner, an 
“outsider" from Marks & 
Spencer and not under the 
umbrella of foe Civil Service 
Department 

Thatcher's decision in 1981 to 
get rid of the Civil Service De- - 
partment altogether and to di- JP 
vide its functions between a new W 
Manpower and Personnel Of- 
fice w ithin foe Cabinet Office, 
and foe Treasury, and to desig- 
nate foe Permanent Secretary 
to foe Treasury and foe Secrc- 
taiy of foe Cabinet as joint 
heads of the Home Civil Ser- 
vice, in fact determined the 
end of Bancroft's career as a 
civil servant, 

Tam DaiyeQ 

fan Powell Bancroft, cb-il servant: 
bom Banvw-in-Fumess 23 De- 
cember 1922; Private Secretary to 
the Second Secretary to the Trea- 
sury (Sir Heruy Wilson Smith) 
1948-50. the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer (R-A- Butler) 1953-55, 
the Lord Privy Seal (R-A- Butler) 
1955-57; Principal Private Sec- 
retary to the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer (Reginald Maudling, 

Janies Callaghan) 1964-66; 
Under-Secretary, HM Treasury 
1966-68, CMl Service Department 
1968-70; Deputy Secretary. Di- 
rector General of Organisation 
and Establishments. Department 
of the Environment 1970-72: CB 
1971, K.CB 1975. GCB 1979; a 
Commissioner of Customs and 
Excise 1972-73; Second Femur- s- 
nent Secretary, Civil Service De- * . , 

partment 1973-75; Permanent 
Secretary, Department of the En- 
vironment 1975-77; Head of ihe 
Home Civil Service and Pema- 
nera Secretary to the Civil Service 
Department 1978-81: created 
1982 Baron Bancroft; married 
1950 Jean Swaine (two sons, 
one daugfuer); died London 19 


David Herbert 


David Herbert was a leading 
publisher of his lime who ded- 
icated his innovative mind to 
creating high-quality, visually at- 
tractive hooks, many of them of 
educational value. These books 
were, unusually, almost always 
self- financing. Herbert believed 
in the value of nurturing authors 
and those whose skills helped 
him to fulfil his creative ideas: 
to him people mattered more 
than anything else. 

David Herbert, descended 
from the family of George Her- 
bert, the Metaphysical poet, 
was bom in Gapham, south 
London, in 1927 and after 
schooling at Rugby studied 
English Literature at Trinity 
CoUege. Cambridge. In 1949 he 
succeeded in joining Penguin af- 
ter many applications to Allen 
Lane, who later teasingly told 
him that he had only taken him 
on to saw the postage on his re- 
jection letters. Herbert de- 
scribed Allen Lane many years 
later as “a genuine revolution- 
ary with an educational mes- 
sage". Lane was to give him the 
experience and inspiration to 
develop his own qualities in the 
same direction. It was at Pen- 
guin in 1952 that Herbert first 
met Brenda Swann, his wife and 
constant companion. 

Herbert was then offered 
the opportunity to teach Eng- 
lish. Drama and Spanish at 
Christ's Hospital, in Sussex, 
where he remained from 1955 
to |9t»l. thus satisfying a deep 


desire to leach young people. 
He then joined the graphic arts 
publishers Studio Vista at a time 
when art teaching was changing 
rapidly to a more experimental 
approach: he set about creating 
books to meet this need, and 
caught the new mood exactly 
with the first book he worked 
on. Basic Design: the dynamics 
of visual form ( 1964), by Mau- 
rice Sausmarez. which has been 
a continuous seller ever since. 
This was published in Studio 
Paperbacks edited by John 
Lewis and was followed by 
many other successful titles. 

Herbert also published such 
books as Fop A/7: object and im- 
age by Christopher French 
( 1965)..-ln Deco by Bcvis Hilli- 
er 0%5), Kinetic Art by Guy 
Brett 1 1968), Kitsch- an anthol- 
ogy of had taste by Gillo Dorfles 
f 1968 ) and Op Art by Cyril Bar- 
rett 1 196y), all pioneering titles 
in their field. Parallel with this 
development was his expansion 
of practical art and craft books 
like Mollcv's Dcsqpiing and Mak- 
ing Stage Cosntnn- f 1964 ) and Ju- 
lian Trevelyan's Etching ( 1967). 

From die publication of his 
first hook, Herbert's flair was 
recognised by foreign publish- 
ers. and he had no difficulties 
in selling large editions of every 
hook to the United States. 

In 196S Studio Vista was 
bought by Crowell. Collier and 
Macmillan and the heavy hand 
of Ihe American conglomerates 
began to make itself fell. Her- 



Herbert: following in the footsteps of Allen Lane Photograph : Herbert Press 


bert was offered a directorship 
in George Rainbird. purl of the 
Thomson Organisation, in 1972. 
After this experience he decid- 
ed that large conglomerates 
were not conducive to creating 
books of real quality, and he be- 
gan to lav plans with his wife to 
form his own imprint, the Her- 
bert Press, whose first titles 
were published in 1976; this was 
to be the culmination of his ca- 
reer. The aim of the Herbert 
Press was to remain small so 
that they could devote time to 
close relations with aulhv»rs 
and to producing their hooks, 
which were to be self-financing. 

The Herbert Press, of which 
I was privileged to be a direc- 
tor in reccnf years, was an in- 


slam success as Herbert fol- 
lowed the same aims he had em- 
ployed at Studio Vista in a 
modem context. Among his 
successes were Bill Riscboro's 
The Story if Western Arvhitecnuv 
( 1979 j. novv in seven languages, 
Redoutcs Fairest Flowers ( 1987 ), 
whieh sold over3lUV0. and the 
trade edition of Christopher 
Skelton's The Complete 
Engravings of Eric Gill < 1990). 

1 shared a stand at the Frank- 
furt Book Fair with David Her- 
bert one year and watched the 
steady stream of foreign pub- 
lishers aiming to see him on foe 
first day. to find out about his 
new books and to sign them up 
for their markets. 

A war after, in 1995. Herbert 


sold his company to A. & C. 
Black, for whom be continued 
to work, he contracted cancer, 
which he fought with his usual 
fortitude. During that period he 
managed to create his last beau- 
tiful book. Stories in Stone: the 
medieval roof carvings, of Nor- 
wich Cathedral, by Martial Rose 
and Julia Hedgecoe. Herbert 
had spent his childhood in 
Norwich, where his father was 
the Bishop. The book will be 
published in February. 

Robert Cross 

Dmiii Mark Herbert, publisher 
bom London 2 January 1927; 
married 1955 Brenda Swann 
(one son, one daugfuer ); died 
London IS November 1996. 


Baroness Vera von der Heydt 


Vera von der Heydt was foe 
leading light in Jungian circles 
in Britain for over 30 years. She 
herself was one of foe last to 
analyse , in Zurich with Carl 
Jungttbd throughout her long . 
years of analytical work she was 
acutely aWare of handing on 
the -true ^spirit of foe master's 
wisdom and methods. 

Born in Berlin in 1899, she 
was foe second daughter of 
Paul von Schurabach and El- 
eanor Schroder. Her father was 
a prosperous merchant banker 
and a Jew, while her mother - 
Vera would boast - had Irish 
blood. She was well educated 
and to the end of her life re- 
tained a sharp and inquiring 
mind. On the day after Armis- 
tice (11 December 1918) she 
was married to Baron Eduard 
von der HeydL She was not yet 
19, and he was her senior by 
over 10 years and foe Kaiser's 
banker. Their marriage ended 
in divorce in 1927 and Vera 
returned to her family home. 

In 1933, as Hitler came to 
power, she took the reluctant 
step of leaving her family and 
moving to England. She first 
earned her living in the film 
world and as reader for a liter- 
ary agency; but her energies 
were slowly turning to her two 
great lifelong quests, religion 
and the inner world. In J937, 
she was received into foe Ro- 
man Catholic faith by Father 
Martin D’Arcy. Later as war 
came she moved to Oxford and 


began analysis with John 
Layard. In 1943, she moved to 
Edinburgh. Here W inifr ed 
Rushforth was engaged in pio- 
. neering work at foe Davidson 
■ clinic. Von der Heydt joined the 
team, staying through foe war 
jfears and into foe early Fifties. 

At the invitation of Carl 
Jong, von der Heydt was to 
spend three years in Zurich. She 
analysed with Joland Jacobi as 
well as with Jung himself. In 
1951 she returned to London 
and set up in practice. She 
soon established herself as a 
leading figure in Jungjan circles. 

Vera von der Heydt was 
every inch the baroness; indeed 
her whole manner and bearing 
derived from pre-First-Worid- 
Wir Berlin society, and there 
was a part of her that resented 
her exile and her role as 
refugee. She was a woman of 



Von der Heydt; a quest 


dramatic opposites; she could be 
kind and breath takingly gener- 
ous, yet she could cut a person 
down in public with a whiplash 
remark. In public, she was a for- 
midable and commanding chair, 
in private, she was an excellent 
cook and generous hostess. 

(n a remarkable television 
statement - part of foe Light of 
Experience series - von der 
Heydt described her life’s jour- 
ney as a quest. There was the 
need to heal the “split between 
my Jewish and my Aryan her- 
itage"; but there was also the 
daily search - “each day a new 
day, a new starting point; one 
finds, one loses; one knows, one 
does not know". 

In her clinical work, von der 
Heydt was tireless, working 
with clients until she was well 
into her eighties. Her influence 
upon foe Jungian scene in Brit- 
ain was profound and extend- 
ed over three decades. As chair 
and later honorary Fellow of the 
Guild of Pastoral ftychology 
(foe think-tank of the Jun- 
gians) she found professional 
satisfaction in proclaiming and 
nurturing for her future foe 
techniques and teachings which 
Carl Juag had handed on to her. 

John Skinner 

Vera von Schurabach, psycho- 
analyst: bom Berlin 11 Decem- 
ber 1899; married 1918 Baron 
Eduard von der Heydt (marriage 
dissolved 1927); died London 14 
November 1996. 


Births, 

Marriages 

& Deaths 

* 

BIRTHS 

RAKER: On I S Nm enitx-i. m GBe • and 
Sandra, ji Derby Cin Huspiul. n 
daucbier. Emma Lcisn U>nx 

OBAYE: On 12 Ntn cmN-T. in Aiknmle 
luce OjcKipL-l and Tony, j daughter. 
Fnitm vfri .Vduruphcmi N.u.ajinnH’hof 
Tcmiiopc. 

DEATHS 

SIMPSON: On l«* N**emher. after j 
short illmrw. Dr r-ih»-r Simpson 
OBE. Lcckio d'H«>nncur. Onknr- 
idnsdie EhrvnJinru/ fur Wiscnsdiafl 
iind KunM. Hun LLD J Lords!. Hem 
LLD f London). Hon MRCP. .i 
hctosvd a uni to Vivian and Julia and 
awit aunt to Refona and Judith for 
man* scar. AsMsUni Sevrelarv ol lit: 
5ocjcTv tor the PratcvUonnf Science 
and Lcanuflgand the Sodeiv fur the 
Violins Scientists. A tireless worker 
fur IhcbpprcaciL Thanks to stall at 
the Rural Free HtrfMJl. There will 
be no tiiner.il ceremony, at Dr Simp- 
son's own request. 


INCREMENTS 

LCtwniijn. b"kk i rtWtHjne I "I itn: 
lawn I -'I Hk title »' Win- 
tjlk-nutural A-incuron r Mail- 
l, SW I: jBil as Ltun"cm- 
tuki' pt tilmhoni' .\»anl tn- 

■umliM CimkiI B>*sS the 

K ol ifttf Rujmn. lira 
iba in baaidi the l rime l ni 
IDrti Cm* - 

t NM»«ui Maliw-yde Uiw ' um - 


at the Guard 

*«■, Li- Cowl a« *»*»*• 

” BBcUasbaw Pat*-*. II -Won- 
in ifcttfrftUuU'- 


Forthcoming 

marriages 

Mr A. S. Peck 
and Miss J. M. Mattingly 
The cne.iecracDl is announced be- 
tween Adrian, younger son of Mr ami 
Mrs Roger Peck, of Stansted Mount - 
tifehet. Essex, and Jussieu, younger 
daughter of Mr Roger Mattingly, of 
York, and Mrs Janet Mattingly, of 
Leigh on Sea. Essex. 

Birthdays 

The Right Rev Michael Adie. tanner 
Bishop of Guildlord. h7; The Res 
Lord Beaumont ol Whilley. priest 
and writer. (VS; Mr Boris Becker, ten- 
nis champion. 2**: Mr John Bird, 
actor, ni h Mr Jon Ckaty. novelist. 7ft 
Mr Tam Conti, actor and director. 54; 
Mr Brian Dance, former Headmas- 
ter. Si Dunslan’s College. Cuttord. 
ft": Brigadier Hilary Dixon- Nul tall. 
Muiron-in-Guel anil Director. Army 
Nursing Services. 57; Mr Terry 
Gilliam, animator, writer and direc- 
tor. Ni: Sir Peter Hall, director ni 
plats, films and operas. Wc Lord Hen- 
ley! Minister of Slate. Education and 
Employment. 4i: Sir .Andreis Hux- 
ley, pliysiologrsi and former Master 
ofTrinity Coflcgc. ComhnJgc. 7ft Mr 
Robert IlilTe. chairman. Yjiicndon 
Investment Trust. 51 Mrs Billie Jean 
King, tennis champion. : Profess. >r 
Sir John Kniff. geolugist. n2; Mr 
Wayne Larhinv criekeler. 43; Mr 
Pelcr MeMasior. former Director 
General, the Ordnance Surrey, to; 
Mr Mushiaq Mohammed, cricketer. 
53: Mr John Newman, trade union- 
ist, to; Sir John Owen. High Court 
judge. 71: Mr Robin Reexe. Head 
Master. King’s College School. U7m- 
bledun. til: Mr Gunther Schuller, 
composer. 7 1 ; Mr Robert Vaughn, ac- 
tor, M. Sir Michael Walker, former 


diplomat. SO: Mr Nicolas Wilier, 
manager. Rationalist fte<«s Associa- 
tion. til. 

Anniversaries 

Births: Thomas C>m»K. travel agent. 
1N0N: George Eliot (Mary Ann 
Evans), novelist. ISJft General 
Charles- Andre Marie -Joseph de 
Gaulle. French president. 1JWU: Ed- 
ward Benjamin Britten. Baron Brit- 
ten. composer. I**13. Deaths: Sir 
Martin Frobisher, navigator. IS^: 
Aldous Leonard Husky, Iftv?: John 
Fitzgerald Kennedy. 35lh L'S Presi- 
dent. assassinated I%3: Mae West, 
actress. I Wl fc . \nthoay Burgess (John 
.Anthony Burgess Wilson), novelist, 
philologist, composer and critic. 
IW3. On ibis day: Vasco da Gama 
rounded the Cape of Good Hope. 
IW Margaret Thatcher re-signed as 
Prime Minister. l^Jil. Today is the 
Feast Day of Si Cecilia or Cecily and 
Saints Philemon and Apphii. 

Lectures 

NalinnaJ {JaJJen: Mari Griffith. 
"Wind til): Daumier. The hum- 
iftvu". 1pm. 

Victoria and Albert Museum: Pcln 
Evelyn, "Sculpture's die Della Rtrfs- 
bia Family'*. Uflpm. 

Tale fiallcn: Chloc Chard in «*n- 
yeiNllkMlvcith Peter de B»Jla “Look- 
ing Like a C«mn*»isx-ur". I pm. 
Gmbam College, Barnard’s Inn 
Hall. London EC1: Professor Colin 
Pi I linger. "Where Do Meteorites 
Really C«»tne From'."’. 1pm. 

Luncheons 

Foreign nod ComnwrwcaUh Office 
Mr Malcolm Rifkind OC MP, Sec- 
retary ol State lor Foreign and Com- 
monwealth .Affairs, held a luncheon 


yesterday at 1 Carlton Gardens. 
London SW1. in honour ol Mr Josef 
Zielenice. Minister for Foreign Af- 
fairs of the Crech Republic. 


Dinners 

Lincotn's Inn 

Lon) Justice Peter Gibson. Treasur- 
er. Lincoln's Inn. was the host at the 
Grand Day Dinner held yeslenlay 
evening at Lincoln's Inn. London 
WC2. Among the guests were: 

The Eari iS Linurici. 1^'fJ Kuucx-; Lord 
Kjvlnwia Endl. Li*nl U«vU ,>i Ktr»KV 
•inJI^ilyLliivd; UtiI N«.t» .ft. ol DiilenhuO: 
Lard Iti'fK arCmdiead. Sir Ian (iMm-ll: 
1 14il Justice Lxffail. U'-nl Jusk'v. Smnn 
Uftmn; Lnl Jusiiee CarsufU. Lady r itMm. 
Mr Ju.ir.v Uutlrm: Vdrmnl Sir Jtv:k Sblcr 
Su Ratal Butler. Miv. dire France Mi 
Orar.iJ rxJm'JCMr KaJuid Sowihiusl Mr 
Gsfltp L »J.wvlt Pn iltfsstir Frarer. RnuoUs 
OC; IVtitoKH Jack Bcnlvin: Mr John 
HnlnnJ: Mw. Uf<tn thinss kapiain KM 
Gmer KN 

Earopean-Atlanlk Group 
Mr Michael Portillo MP, Suereiaiv of 
State for Defence, was the guest of 
honour a I a meeting of the Europe; in- 
Allantitf Group held yesterday 
evening at St Ermin’s HoicL London 
SWl, where he spoke on “Global Se- 
curity". Viscuunt Mooig\>mery of 
Alamein w as in the chair. 


Synagogue services 

Details of sy nagogne services to be 
held tomorrow may he obtained by 
telephoning the foiliwing. 5ahhith 
Iregins in London at 3.4tSpm, 

Lnifed Synagogues: 017I-J87 430ft. 
Federation of Synagogues 0181-202 
22fc3Hinion of Lateral and PrngesshT 
Synagogues 0171-580 1003. Reform 
Synagogues ofGreal Britain: 0 18 1-W9 
4731. Spanish and Portuguese Jews 
Congregation: 0171-289 2573. New 
London Synagoaie (Masortih 6171-328 
1026. 


Concurrent sentences to be treated as one 


LAW REPORT 
♦ 

22 November 1996 


Regina v Governor of Brockbill 
Prison, cx parte Evans; R * 
Governor of Onley Young 
Offenders Institution. Rogtn; ex 
parte Reid; (Jueen's Bench 
Divisional Court ( Lord Bingham 

of CornhiU. Lord Chief Justice. 
Lord Justice Rose. Mr Justice 
BWeld) 15 November 1996 

Where a person was sentenced 
to concurrent terms of impris- 
onment, the amount by which 
time served was to be offset by 
time spent in custody on re- 
mand was to be calculated by 
treating the concurrent terms 
as a single term and making a 
single deduction in respect Of 
remand time, rather than by 
treating tbe sentences and re- 
mand periods for each offence 
separately and so reducing foe 
total term only by foe remand 
time relating to foe last expir- 
ing sentence. 

The Queen's Bench Divi- 
sional Court granted Michclc 
Evans and Paul Reid leave to 
apply for judicial review of de- 
cisions calculating their re- 
spective release dates which 
had not taken account of all 
separate periods of custody 
on remand prior to foe impo- 
sition or concurrent sentences 
of imprisonment. 

Edward Fitgerald QC and Peie 
ttvtherby (John Howell Jc Co, 
Sheffield) for Evans: Michael 


Mansfield QC and Martin Soorjoo 
I J.R- Jones. Ealing) for Reid: 
Stephen Richards and Michael 
Fordham (Treasury Solicitor) for rite 
respondents. 

Lord Bingham CJ referred to 
sections 33(1), 41 and 51(2) of 
the Criminal Justice Act 1991 
and section 67(IA) and 104(2) 
of the Criminal Justice Act 1967 
(as amended by foe Police and 
Criminal Evidence Act 1984). 

In interpreting foe com- 
bined effect of these provisions 
the respondents contended 
that time spent in custody in 
connection^ with a particular of- 
fence could only be used to re- 
duce foe sentence imposed for 
that offence, not any other for 
which foe defendant might be 
sentenced concurrently (foe 
“particular” approach). The 
applicants contended foot foe 
concurrent sentences were to 
be treated as a single term, 
against which the whole peri- 
od of pre-sentence custody 
was to be set (the “aggregate" 

approach). 

Four previous decisions of 
foe Divisional Court support- 
ed foe particular approach: 
see Rv Governor of Bumdestan 
Prison, ex p Gaffney [1982] 1 


WLR 696, R v Home Secretary 
ex p Read (1987) 9 Cr App R 
(S) 206, R v Governor of Styal 
Prison, exp Mooney [1996] lCr 
App R (S) 74 and R v Home 
Secretary, ex p Woodward 
(unreported, 24 June 1996). 

But the particular approach 
had been criticised and in R v 
Home Secretary, exp Naugfiion 
(Law Report, 8 October 1996) 
foe Divisional Court had com- 
mented on the absurdity of the 
particular approach if (as they 
held it should not be) applied 
to consecutive sentences. 

His Lordship concluded as 
follows. Section 33(1) of foe 
1991 Act required foe Home 
Secretary to release short-term 
prisoners such as the applicants 
after serving half their sen- 
tences. For this purpose section 
51(2) required “sentences" to 
be treated as single terms even 
though made up of separate 
consecutive or concurrent 
terms. The lengfo of that 
single term expired when 
foe last of the concurrent or 
overlapping sentences expired. 

The reference to sentence in 
section 41 of the 1991 Act 
(under which time spend re- 
manded in custody was to. 
count towards time served in 


prison) bad to be read subject 
to section 5 1(1). A short-term 
prisoner was accordingly to be 
treated as having served such 
part of foe half of his sentence 
he was required to serve as was 
to be regarded as a “relevant 
pair" of that sentence as de- 
fined in section 67(1A) of the 
1967 Act. 

In section 67(1A), which de- 
fined the relevant part as any 
period during which foe of- 
fender was in police detention 
or remanded in custody in 
connection with “foe offence 
for which , the sentence was 
passed" or “proceedings relat- 
ing to that sentence or the of- 
fence for which it was passed", 
foe singular was to be inter- 
preted by virtue of section 6(c) 
of foe Interpretation Act 1 978 
as including the plural, no 
contrary intention appearing. 

Thus time spent in custody 
in relation to any of the of- 
fences for which sentence was 
passed should count to reduce 
the term to be served, subject 
always to foe condition that 
time could never be counted 
more than once. 

The construction put on the 
provisions under review in the 
four previous cases supporting 
the particular approach was 
wrong and produced injustice. 

' Paul Magrath, Barrister 
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O n Tuesday the Conservatives 
? a i?! ? 9 legations about 
Labour s spending plans. Ffer- 
naps^i) or a dozen of theuf were rea- 
sonable queries about Labour policies. 

Theremamder--neai%80--are'Ejiylies. 

Labour has not promised to spend the 
money^as the Tbries claimed - indeed, 
Tbny Blair and Gordon Brown haveaS 
celled in ensuring that none of Labour’s 
spofcespeopJe mates any commitments 
that are not accounted for. 

Yesfeniay the Government was at it 

rrain- thtt timA n« T i 



„ . _ .,. 7; — uujuucs. rne 

Prune Munster told us the levy would 
oost people £200 on their gas and efec- 

trKaty bills. Another fie. The windfall levy 

will hit shareholders, not customers. 

A few exaggerations here and there 
are part of the game in the run-up to an 
election. Politicians desperate to r*teh 
and hold voters’ attention will simplify 
their claims and caricature the opposr 
Let’s admi t it: even the odd jour- 
nalist is occasionally guilty of a little dis- 
tortion in the interest of w inning quick 
understanding. But this week’s Conser- 
vative campaign is merely mendacious. 
Even worse, civil servants were exploited 
in the exercise. Conservative strategists 
began by falsely claiming that their cost- 
ings had the endorsement of the head 
of the civil service, Sir Robin Butler. Sec- 
ond, civil servants’ time and taxpayers’ 
resources were wasted doing silly amu 
based on foo lish assumptions about 


Labour policies supplied by Conserva- 
fos poli ti cia n s. The party of gp vcuu neni 
always has air advantage in the nm-up 
to the election. But this time the Con- 
servatives are abusing that postion. 

Conservative strategists, led by Brian 
Mawhinney, seem to think electioneer- 
ing s a sport m which thepaity with the 

Cleverest manipul ation and tfr* cheapes t 
slogan wins most applause. ’WVoog. Even 
in a climate of popular apathy and 
media bias, parties should maintain a 
certain level of integrity. Ws hope vot- 
ers will closely follow the actions of every 
political party; certainly we wffl boiler 
when they overstep the matic, as the 
Conservatives did tins week. 

When the Conservatives launched an 
identical at tack cm Labour's spending 
plans before the last, e fcgtity pj they had 
a much stronger case. Labour did ndeed 
plan to raise pensions and child benefit 
to the tune of several bifikHL The figure 
attached by the Conservatives to 
Labour’s plans may have been mrfv-r 
arbitrary, but the general message was 
plausible enough: Labour wanted to 
spend more money. But we are in a dif- 
ferent world now. For four and a half 
years (under both John Smith and Tbny 
Blair) iron dfeaplme has been applied. 
The position is dean new pofides must 
be paid for within existing resources (or, 
in a few cases, from the windfall tax). 
Shadow Cabinet colleagues and party 
members may have winced along the 
way, but the prudence has paid oft 
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Of course the real test of politicians’ 
integrity is not the remarks they make 
about the opposition before an election, 
but whether they wfll deliver on their 
own promises after one. The Conserva- 
tives failed to do so in 1992- raising taxes 
after promising to cut them. George 
Bush did the same in America after 1988. 
A British party that reneges on its 
pnxnises tins time around risks destroy- 
ing any credibifify its politicians still have 
with voters. As Blair and Brown well 
know, if a new Labour government 
were to spend and tax with abandon after 
pre-election promises of austerity, it 
would destroy all hope of re-election. 


There is every reason for believing that 
the Labour leadership wiO keep just as 
tight a rein over loose -lipped and loose- 
pursed colleagues in government as it 
has in opposition. The more serious 
problem is that the political fight over tax 
and spending may tie a future govern- 
ment's hands in reacting to new and 
unforeseen circumstances. At the 
moment the public finances remain in a 
rather dubious state, despite the better- 
than -expected news on government bor- 
rowing this week. If any party gets 
trapped into promising never to increase 
the overall level of spending or taxation, 
or denying that such increases could ever 


be necessary, then it fc making a big mis- 
take. Pretending that everything can 
always be met within existing budgets is 
simply dishonest. 

The liberal Democrats at least are 
prepared to 3dmit as much. Yesterday 
they cheerfully set out proposals to 
oppose all Budget tax cuts, and to 
increase income tax in order to increase 
spending cm education. To the extent that 
they are facing up to the need for higher 
investment in certain areas, their 
approach is welcome. But the liberal 
Democrats are going further. They are 
openly betting that voters actually want 
to pay higher taxes for better public ser- 
vices. an dare willing to vote accordingly. 

Sadly, apart from a few commitedh' 
altruistic voters, the Lib Dems are kid- 
ding themselves. In spite of all the 
polling evidence that the public wants 
more spent on the NHS. most people still 
believe that taxes, and in particular 
their own, are too high. Labour has been 
astute to recognise that and search for 
more imaginative ways (through the 
windfall tax) to raise new revenue with- 
out having to increase income tax. 

In fact, the inconsistencies of public 
opinion must bear some of the blame for 
both the restrictive prudence of the 
Labour Party and the campaigning 
methods of the Conservatives. If we vot- 
ers were not so neurotic about the 
prospect of higher taxes, then our politi- 
cians could conduct a more honest 
debate about the needs of our public ser- 


vices. against our natural desire io spend 
what « earn on ourselves. Labour 
would not need to be so rest rioted in its 
policy proposals, and the Conservatives 
would not bother running misinforma- 
tion campaigns against them. The behav- 
iour of the Conservative Party in the List 
week has been appalling, but it cannot 
take all the blame. As voter*, to some 
extern, we get the politics and the cam- 
paigning we deserve. The more we turn 
our backs on this kind of campaign, the 
sooner politicians will concentrate on 
what matters. 


Touchy-feely dad 
is still a lad 

G iitdren like “new men”. According 
d the latest evidence, they want dad 
to be around, to pay them attention, in 
cuddle and love them and touchy -feel;, 
things like that. And dads, it seems, are 
starting to get the hang of it. 

Its only a start, mind. Daughters still 
get lessot dad’s time and attention than 
sons. Mothers still provide most of the 
children's emotional support and com- 
fort. Children turn to father first only 
over money, sport and trouble with - 
you guessed it - mum. And how do you 
think dad spends most of his time with 
the children? Watching telly. It looks 
like New Dad is just a New Lad. 
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Vital facts 
kept from 
foster parents 

Sin Foster care (letters, 18, 20 
November) might be more 
successful if the foster parents were 
given foil and honest details a boat 
a child's past home life and present 
behaviour patterns. 

My mother, a very experienced 
long-term foster carer; has 
repeatedly not been given vital 
information about the children she 
looks after. She has been asked to 
look after children Who, unknown 
to her, have been involved in the 
abuse of other .children, , whilst also : 
caring for children who have 
themselves been sexually abused. . 
Likewise, to be asked without . . 

warning to care for a violent child is 
inappropriate. . . 

Children with difficult behaviour 
patterns need special care, .. 
supervision and tuition. Placing 
them in foster homes where their 
carer has no chance of knowing folly 
what they need, why they are afiraid 
r \ of certain situations and so on does 

’ a disseivk* to the children and 

carers alike. If soda! services gave 
an honest background about the 
child, rather than omitting 
important details for fear of failure 
to place the child, placements would 
have a chance, at least, of lasting. 
KAREN ILLINGWORTH 
Manchester 


Tunnel not the 
worst risk 

Sin That the fire in the Channel 
Tunnel was a serious event there 
can be no doubt, but hasn’t this one 
incident been blown up out of all 
proportion? Vhst numbers of 
people and vast tannages of freight 
have used the tuirnel since it 
opened without hnshap.until then. 
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procedures worked sati 
everyone was evacuated and there 
was no loss of life. The very same 
day one lorry driver was sadfy JtiDed 
and three others seriously injured 
in an accident on the M6. 

1 and my family have used the 
tunnel on a number of occasions, 
and accept the fact that all travel 
involves risk. However, I remain 
convinced that the risks involved in 
y . travelling through the Channel 

* Tunnet are minima] when compared 

with therisks involved in driving 
from our home to the Folkestone 
terminal via the M25 and M2Q. 
NElMcNEfLL . . 

Dorians Surrey 

Sir. The recent accident in the 
Channel Tbnnel (“Darkness. at the 
end of the funner, 20 November) 
raises questions of safety not only 
in the tunnel but also on cross- 
Channel ferries. ' 

On a recent trip to Britanny I 

was travelling in a car asa 

passenger. We were directed to an 
upper deck in which the cars were 
packed so tight that the only 
po^ble way to leave the car was by 
climbing out on the driver^ side, 
which would have been impossible 
for anyone less than agile. Even 
then there was less than 18 inches 
of space on the driver’s side. 

in the event of a fire on the car 
decks whilst loading, it would bare 

been impossible for many 

i passengers to leave their cats aund 
* the smoke, heat and anxiety of all 
to leave. The loading officer ) 
spoke to on the ferry said he ; 
realised the problem but was under 
instructions to get all the cars on, 
irrespective of their width. 
BOBWILUS 
Biiton. Avon 



No animals, no 
countryside 

Sin These are stirring times in 
which to be a beef farmer and 
goodness knows we have enough 
trouble down on the farm without 
the likes of Danny Penman (“Man 
and beast”, 18 November) emoting. 

Has he never heard of the ~ 
organic method of rearing animals? 
Does he really think that none of us 
care, on dark, cold mornings and ; . 
long, hot days, for the beasts in our 
charge? ' 

There are abused farm animals, 
bull should like to see a battery 
ben survive for a day after having 
its beaksliced oft Even hens raised 

uile nmn tensjvely haveto have 
icir top beak snipped with a 

cauteriser, anyone who knows the 
iportunistic, carnivorous nature 
the beady-eyed fowl appreciates 
that this small operation is a 
necessmyeviL 

Vegetarian aniraal-righters come 
up with no solution as to what rural 
life would be about without farm 
nniniwk No milk without meat, and 


there would be no wheat without 
manure - unless one wants the 
rivers foil of nitrates. Should 
farm ho uses be full of computer 
finns and holidaymakers whose 
children look in vain for lambs in 
springtime? 

PENELOPE REH) 

Wantage, 

Oxfordshire 

Sir, Robert Carr’s farm may be run 
on humane lines.fletter, 20 
November) but there are many, 
influenced by the financial 
advantage of Over-intensive 
production of fiyestocfc, that are 

The wetfareof animals wfll 


continue to deteriorate so long as 
they are designated as mere 
“commodities*’ in the Treaty of 
Rome. Unless steps are taken to 
get anim als re-categorised as 
“sentient beings”, we may be faced 
with the nightmare of scientists 
believing they can solve the 
problem of animal abuse by 
producing an ajaparentfy 
“senseless” strain which shows no 
aversion to discomfort, deprivation 
or pain, which would be the 
ultimate obscenity. 

JOAN HAGGARD 

Harpenden, Hertfordshire 


Key MPs deny 
‘influence’ 


: are surprised that you have 
, particularly at this stage, to 
matter which 


Sir: We are 
chosen, 

raise a matter which relates to our 
roles as Chairman and Vice- 
Chairman of the Select Committee 
on the Channel Tbnnel Rail Link 
B3L ■ 

Hie article “Ministers subvert 
Kent blight inquiry” (14 
November), refers to a “leaked 
letter" from Sir George Young MP 
to William Waldegraye MR The 
letter, your correspondent 
suggests, indicates that Sir George 
intended to “influence" us to 
ensure that the cost of constructing 
the rail link was minimised. 

The committee devoted several 
paragraphs of its special report to 
theHouse of Commons to the issue 
of blight The Committee said that 
“the present law appears totally 
fnarfftq niite in situations in which a 


reduction in the price of a property 
& attributable to a project such as 
the rail link, even though the 
property wifi not actually be 
physically affected”. 

As the correspondent rightly 
points out, the letter was the 
subject of exchanges between MPs 
on the select committee m October 
last year. 

We were instructed by the 
committee to see Sir George and 
John Watts MP to clarify the 
matter. We did so, and on 24 
October, 1995, reported back to 
the committee, reading imo the 
committee's public record a letter 
Sir Anthony had received from Sir 
George. In it be said that “I am 
happy to reaffirm that the 
Government has not in the past 
and will not in the future, bring any 
undue influence to hear upon the 
select committee or its chairman. 
Our approach to you and your 
committee wifi continue to be one 
appropriate to the promoters of a 
Hybrid B ill, recognising the quasi- 
judicial role of the select 
committee and your independence 
as its chairman." 

The matter was noli in our 
recollection, raised before the 
committee again, which would 
suggest that all involved with the 
committee’s proceedings - 
members of the committee, 
promoters and pe titioners - were 
content 

Sir ANTHONY DURANT MP 
( Beading West, Con} 

Sir IRVINE PATN1CK MP 
(Sheffield HaUam. Con} 

House of Commons 
London SW2 


Museum’s entry 
charge dilemma 

Sin The British Museum “must not 
go down the path indicated by Mr 
Edwards", croaks Andreas 
Whittam Smith in his article (18 
November) about my “trendy” 
report. 

In fact, the “path" indicated in 
my report is not at aD what Mr 
Whittam Smith says. What the 
report does say is that, given the 
projected deficit in the museum's 
budget and the prospective levels 
of government funding, the 
museum will have to choose 
between two broad options, both 
unpalatable: 

(a) continuing with free 
admission at the cost of severe cuts 
in core activities, reduced opening 
hours and public services, an 
inability to maintain the building 
properly, minimal expenditure on 
acquisitions and the loss of perhaps 
one third of the staff, and 

(b) funding what the Museum 
does and badly needs to do with the 
help of an admission charge which 
it would much prefer not to 
introduce and a smaller reduction 
m staff overheads. 

On exhibiting the collections, my 
"evident disapproval" of what the 
museum does is more evident to 
Mr Whittam Smith than to me. 
ANDREW EDWARDS 
London SW19 

Sir. Sadly there arc few museums 
now that allow free access, so the 
news about the British Museum 
comes as a depressing Wow. The 
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Government argues that people 
should pay for their entertainment. 
Museums are not there for 
entertainment: they are 
repositories of culture, history, and 
knowledge in a form that Ls unique. 

Free access to museums has 
always allowed the possibility of 
entering, at will, for the day or for 
just a short time; to sample the 
whole briefly or to concentrate on 
one particular item or group of 
items. This kind of access is 
particularly important for young 
children, who do not always have 
long attention spans but who. none 
the less, iuvariably find something 
to stimulate their interest with each 
successive visit. 

Nor is that kind of access 
unimportant for adults, be they 
tourists or academics. I have visited 
the British Museum for over 20 
years and 1 have always found 
something “new” on each occasion. 
DEREK LEE 
Wealdstone. Middlesex 


Eager warrior 

Sir. My fathcr-in-law managed to 
join the army in 1914 at the age of 
14, only to be discharged almost 
immediately when his father 
discovered the attempt (letters. 13, 
16, 20 November). At 18. at the end 
of the war. he joined the Navy, 
serving for some years before being 
discharged with a medical 
condition “that would get worse”. 

Undaunted, he knocked a year 
off his age in 1939. and saw service 
in France. blowing up ammunition 
dumps ahead of the German army 
after the fall of Dunkirk. 

His medical condition caught up 
with him in his eighties. 

DEREK GRIFFITHS 
Church Station. Shropshire 


Britons who 
served Africa 

Sin Andrew Marshall ("Heart of 
prejudice”. 20 November) is 
certainly right in one respect: those 
of us who went out to Africa hud 
I high hopes and a hefief that we 
were going to do good. The 
remainder of his article ignores the 
achievements of a handful of 
administrators, doctors, nurses, 
teachers, agriculturists and others 
in the 3 940s and 1 95(>s. This was an 
era of peace, justice, security and 
development, both economic and 
politicr 1 

We glac’v pursued the British 
government s objective - of punting 
independent *r irics such as 
Uganda, where ! served in the 
administration from 1955 to 1 mci3. 

It may be that Uganda amid haw 
been better prepared for 
independence if we had been more 
positive in the 1950s in planninga 
timetable for a reasonable period 
of self-government leading to 
independence in the late 1960s or 
early 1970s. However, Mr 
Macmillan gave in to pressures 
from left-wingers and the 
.Americans and ordered us to cut 
and run from East Africa in the 
early 1960s. 

Nevertheless, older Ugandans 
today, as their country recovers 
from the regimes of Amin and 
Obolc. remember our years with 
gratitude. Now. under President 
Museveni, there are once again 
high hopes for Uganda’s future. 
ALAN FORWARD 
Po\TUington, Dorset 


Victims of the 
.22 handgun 

Sir: All handguns should be banned 
except for people in uniform who 
carry them tor the protection of the 
public (letter. 19 November!. 

The .22 handgun is not injurious 
to humans'.' What about my 
schoolmate shot in the stomach 
accidentally'.’ He did not even get 
to the hospital alive. The weapon 
invoked in the tragedy was a .22 
revolver. What about the two men. 
albeit they were looters, shot in 
front of me with a .22 rifle? One 
died instantaneously, the second 
died while I was writing down his 
particulars. 

I write as one who for six year.- in 
uniform carried a pistol on my hip. 
That weapon was solely lo destroy 
human life. 

GEORGE O'NEILL 
Richmond, Surrey 

Sir I remember the authorities 
once deciding that motorcycles 
above 25flccwere too dangerous 
for beginners, who were then 
restricted to the much Jess powerful 
machines below 250ce. Most new 
sales are to beginners. Die 
motorcycle industry reacted by 
developing within this restriction 
machines of no lesser power than 
the older "large" muturbikes. How 
long before we face 22 pistols with 
the power of today’s .44 magnums? 
PHIL PAYNE 
Islunn, Northamptonshire 

Sir ll was worrying to read that the 
Sportsman's Association believes 
the Firearms Bill will “dislwale the 
lives of tens of thousands of 
sportsmen” (letter. 19 November). 
A person who will he "dtAl«x‘ated” 
by the withdrawal of their right to 
shoot handguns would seem to me 
to be an inappropriate person to 
have access to a handgun in the 
first place. To read that there are 
“tens of thousands” of such people 
is truly terrifying. 

NEIL BABBAGE 
Chelmsford. Essck 
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The end of 
the tiger 
may make 
headlines, 
but the flora 

and fauna in 
our own 
backyard is 
equally in 
danger of 
extinction. 
Nicholas 
Schoon has 
a solution 



To save the world, 


W c thought the 
tiger, that most 
potent symbol 
of endangered 
wildlife, was 
safe. But India's efforts to save 
the great cat from poaching and 
habitat destruction are failing. 
The tiger is heading for extinc- 
tion in the wild. 

When we think of the rapid, 
man-made decline in the 
world’s wealth of plant and ani- 
mal species wc think of devel- 
oping countries. We ought to 
focus more of our worries on 
our own backyard where 
wildlife is equally precious and 
threatened, but where there is 
a much better chance of success. 

Our influence in India. Kenya, 
Brazil and the like is limited. We 
can condemn and cajole but 
treasuring the animals and sur- 
viving wildernesses of far-off 
lands Is insufficient incentive to 
save them, even if millions of us 
were to become ecxv tourists. 

Meanwhile, here in Britain 
we have done more harm to our 
own depleted, abused country- 


side and wildlife in the past 40 
yeans than in the 400 before that. 
Our priority must be to get con- 
servation working properly here, 
because we have the resources 
and the knowledge to do so. We 
ought to be setting an example, 
because for decades Britain has 
been what most of the develop- 
ing world is becoming - a 
densely populated, intensely 
urbanised land where the bulk 
of the countryside is used for 
intensive food production. That 
is what most of the world will be 
like in the next millennium. 

Our ancestors waged war on 
the wild, felling the forests 
which once covered most of the 
country and ruthlessly exter- 
minating the predators which 
hunted "their gamebirds and 
farm animals. We lost the wolf, 
the wild boar and the beaver. 
But, like a triumphant guerrilla 
army, wildlife came back with 
a combination of flexibility and 
opportunism, taking advantage 
of the way in which people 
changed the land. A rich vari- 
ety of insects, birds and flowers 


flourished in man-made habi- 
tats such as heathland, marshy 
hay meadows, chalk downland 
and coppice woodlandL 

Then, halfway through this 
century, nature went into rapid 
retreat as intensive farming - 
driven first by government and 
then by European Union sub- 
sidies - took off. Ancient pas- 
tures were ploughed up and 
doused with pesticides and fer- 
tiliser. Countryside was gobbled 
up by suburbs and new roads. 
Survey after survey showed 
plant and animal species in 
decline and some becoming 
extinct at the hand of man. 

The rush to destruction has 
slowed, thanks to public pres- 
sure and a dawning compre- 
hension that subsidising farm- 
ers to grow too much food and 
ruin the countryside in the 
process is insane. We can now 
help nature make a comeback. 

Should we bother? Conser- 
vationists argue that the world's 
immense variety of plants and 
animals - about 13.6 million 
species - indude as yet uadis- 
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covered ones which could pave 
the way for important new 
drugs or crop varieties. They 
say natural habitats like rain- 
forests provide “ecosystem ser- 
vices*' - they regulate the 
regional climate, keep the life- 
giving rain failing yet prevent it 
causing soil erosion. 

Such reasons for conserving 
nature may apply In the tropics, 
but they won't wash in Britain. 
We gpt rid of the great bulk of 
our forests, our most extensive 
natural habitat, more than 
1,000 years ago without any cat- 
astrophic results for climate, 
agriculture or economic 
growth. It is unlikely that some 
endangered species found in 
these islands will one day pro- 
vide a great medical or agri- 
cultural breakthrough. 

You could argue that our 
native wild species have some 
intrinsic right to exist but you’d 
be entering a philosophical 
minefield. Much better to fall 
back on the unarguable, prac- 
tical point that wildlife is pop- 
ular. There is a huge and grow- 
ing public appetite for 
conservation. One example: the 
Royal Sodety for the Protec- 
tion of Birds hopes to recruit its 
millionth member next year. 

Technology and urbanisation 
have forced us away from the 
land. We love nature in the 
abstract but are pretty ignorant 
about iL A recent survey found 
that a third of 1,000 primary 
school children thought bad- 
gers were not native to Britain. 

How should we protect and 
encourage nature? The purist, 
deep green view, is that we 
ought to somehow withdraw 
and let nature get on with recre- 
ating a primeval wilderness 


bereft of man. Tbs seems hope- 
lessly inappropriate for Britain. 
Ttoo per cent of the nation's 
area is now owned by nature 
conservation bodies and 
devoted primarily to wildlife 
conservation. The rest is for 
humans - for our buildings and 
roads, for growing oops and 
timber, rasing livestock, game 
birds and deer for shooting. 

On asmafl proportion of this 
manscape landowners regard 
nature conservation as an 
important secondary -amader- 
ation. But on the remainder, 
wild species have to fit in as best 
they can, along road verges, 
hedgerows, in suburban gar- 
dens and on derelict urban land. 

There is going to be more 
and more heated debate about 
what nature conservation is 
for, how it should be done, how 
money should be allocated. An 
uninformed, urban public leans 
to the deep green view that 
nature should just be left alone, 
unharmed and undisturbed, to 
get along with being wild. 

B ut the conservation 
professionals work- 
ing for the govern- 
ment and wildlife 
charities have a 
more informed, quite different 
view. They see nature's recovery, 
as having to be carefully man- 
aged by man. Habitats have to 
be manipulated to provide the 
desired balance of plants and 
animals, otherwise >x)u just get 
a mess of brambles and bracken. 

One director of English 
Nature, the government's wildlife 
conservation arm, puts it thus: “It 
is not just a case of fencing off an 
area and letting nature take its 
course. That way, the toughest 


ami coarsest species would obtir- 
erate everything else." 

Conservationists argue that 
Britain's flora and fauna is 
largely the result of man’s tra- 
ditional uses of the land and the 
semi-natural habitats they cre- 
ated. But those traditions, such 
as cutting reeds, grazing heath- 
lands and coppicing woodlands, 
have largely died out so they 
need to be revived for the sake 
of wildlife - using labour-saving 
. machinefy to sav«s money. ; 

It -is assort hgxE Scientific gar- 
dening on a grand scale and it 
is already leading to strange 
conflicts. Gangs' of conserva- 
tiOTvoluiiteerecbeerfully chain- 
saw and bum bitch trees on low- 
land heaths. Why? Because the 
invading birch is slowly turning 
the heath back into the forest it 
was thousands of years ago, 
before people cleared it for 
hunting ana grazing. The con- 
servationists want to preserve 
the heaths as habitat for the rare 
sand lizard, natterjack toad and 
Dartford warbler - species 
which would vanish if it became 
forest again. But they find them- 
selves accosted by outraged 
walkers and nearby residents 
demanding to knew why they 
are felling innocent trees. 

Conservationists protect 
endangered, nesting seabirds 
from foxes by picking off the 
predators with high-powered 
rifles. Grey squirrels are rou- 
tinely poisoned because they 
are out-competing the red 
squirrel and chewing saplings to 
death. Conservationists do not 
boast about these awkward 
interventions. The conserva- 
tionists’ holy grail is for the 
entire £3bn a year of taxpayers’ 
money now subsidising British 



■- agriculture to be made condi- 
tional on farmers protecting or 
encouraging wildlife and tradi- 
tional landscapes. 

t the moment only 
flOOrn a year of 
these subsidies, just 
3 per cent, is linked 
■to looking after 
nature. If this sweeping reform 
took place the conservationists 
would then be heavily involved 
>m advising fanners ami in kcep- 
ing check on whether all that 
subsidy was succeeding in mak- 
ing species flourish. They would 
also have succeeded in aligning 
their interests with those of 
the country landowners of 
Britain, one" of the most sub- 
sidised and influential groups in 
Britain. Both groups would 
have a big interest in the sub- 
sidies continuing indefinitely. 

But as they make progress 
towards that goal they will face 
a rising backlash from townies 
questioning whether nature con- 
servation is a proper use of 
large sums of taxpayers’ money. 

That is one forthcoming con- 
flict. Another split is emerging 
between professional conser- 
vationists and ecologists who 
work in cities and those who 
work deep in the country. The 
urbanites celebrate the way 
nature takes over derelict fac- 
tory sites and abandoned rail- 
way lines with a riot of vegeta- 
tion. They also welcome the 
fact that these plant species are 
often “exotics" from overseas, 
brought in accidentally. But 
rural conservationists often fear 
and loathe these aliens. They 
detest the way in which species 
like the sycamore, rhododen- 
dron and grey squirrel are barg- 


ing their way across Britain. 
There is no doubt that some 
exotics do harm native species. 

Yet in a city-dwelling, globally 
trading Britain the urban ecol- 
ogists' tolerant outlook has 
much to commend it. 

Even if it never reaches its 
£3bn-a-year holy grail, the 
nature conservation cause is set 
to gain more influence and 
money. But there are four goals 
its adherents should keep in 
mind'if they want to keep the 
public on their side. 

• First go with the flow of 
nature and favour low-cost, low- 
intervention methods. Second, 
reach out to educate and 
enthuse young people. Third, 
bring nature to town. For cveiy 
tract of semi-wilderness con- 
servationists buy in Britain’s 
uplands there should be half a f 
dozen small reserves created or 
protected in urban areas which 
people can easily visit. And 
four, aim to create an authen- 
tic British wilderness within the 
next half century, a huge native, 
broadieaf forest stretching for 
dozens of miles. Bring hack a 
sizeable chunk of the wildwood 
which covered must of post Ice- 
Age Britain h.000 years ago, 
when man rccoloniscd these 
islands. It should be a forest 
large enough to support sus- 
tainable populations of big her- 
bivores like deer and wild boar. 

Ws in Britain may not be able 
to save the tiger in Asia, but wc 
could and should return the 
wolf to these shores. 

An IndependcntfWorld Wide. 
Fund for Nature Book. Going, 
Going. Gone bv Nicholas 
Schoon is published bv Book- 
man this week, price £6.50. 


I thought I heard a muffled ringing . . . 



Miles 

Kington 


I really do not have time 
to write a piece today, as 
1 am sitting by my phone 
waiting for it to ring with an 
offer of the editorship of 
Punch, in the wake of the 
departure of Peter McKay. 

I think in all modesty that I 
could do the job for at least 
as long as Peter McKay did it, 
perhaps even a couple of 
issues longer, and if I . 
couldn’t I could instead claim 
the record for being the most 
short-lived editor in Punch 
history, a record currently 


held by Peter McKay, who 
has just broken the previous 
record by several years. 

You will notice, by the way, 
that I said just now that 1 am 
“sitting by my phone waiting 
for it to ring”. I said that 
because it is a nice old dich£, 
and I used it unthinkingly. In 
feet, it is untrue. People do 
not sit by their phones any 
more waiting for them to 
ring. They put their phones in 
their pocket and take them 
with them, waiting for them 
to ring. 

In the old days, when you 
telephoned someone, you 
had a mental image of where 
they were. You could 
visualise the man ax the 
other end of the phone 
because you knew where his 
phone was. You knew he 
would be at his desk, or in 
his kitchen, or in his 
Georgian drawing-room 
under the lovely leather- 
bound first editions of 
Victorian pornography. 

But now, when people 
have mobile phones, the 
person at the other end has 
no idea where the mobile 
phoner is unless he tells him. 
Thar's why you hear people 


on trains saying: “Hello, Jim. 
Tm on the train all right, but 
I don't think I'll be there in 
time for the start of the 
meeting as the service is 
running 25 minutes late, so 
could you make sure they 
discuss the new agenda on 
repackaging ...” 

This also explains why I 
have not been on a train for 
the last day or two. If and 
when the man does ring up 
offering me the job of editor 
of Punch - which could take 
time as he obviously has to 
ring other people first, like, 
well, like Richard Ingrams, 
who has always wanted to be 
ex-editor of Punch - then I 
don't really want to have to 
discuss it on a train with lots 
of people listening as I say 
things mto my mobile phone 
like. “Of coarse, m need ' 
whatever McKay was getting 
plus a few grand more" or, “I 
would really rather prefer not 
to come to an office but to 
edit Punch from home, so 
could yon arrange for 
McKay’s mini-bar and 
cocktail cabinet lo be 
brought round pronto? Oh, 
taken it all with him, has he?" 
-Of course, back in the 


days when we didn’t have 
mobile phones, but were 
pinned to one spot, we used 
to fantasise about the future 
of phones. And the odd 
thing is that we didn't 
fantasise about phone 
mobility. What we fantasised 
about was being able to see 
the person wc were talking 
to. It was only a matter of 
time, we thought, before 
phones would be combined 
with TV sets and wc could 
have u telly-phone 
conversation. And, lo and 
behold, nothing of the sort 
happened at all, and phones 
were not combined with TV 
sets but with radio sets so we 
still can't see the pereon we 
are talking to, which is ironic 
because with mobile phones 
it is more important than 
ever to sec the person at the 
other end to make sure he is 
actually where he says he is. 

In my case, when I sav I 
am tatting by my phone " 
waiting for a call to the 
Punch editorship, that Is only 
■ half-true. I am sitting by mv 
phone waiting for anyone to 
ring- Because when someone 
nngs, 1 win then be able to 
locate the position of mv 


phone. Somewhere in the 
mass of papers on my desk, 
in the piles of unanswered 
correspondence, in the 
slacks of interesting but old 
newspapers, under the old 
invoices, receipts. VAT 
forms, empty Jiffv bags 
which cou I improbably be 
reused and unread copies of 
Punch, there lies a phone. I 
do not know where it is. It is 
somewhere in there. 1 wish 
to make a phone call, but I 
uannot until I find it. .And 1 
ttmnot find it until someone 
nngs me. and 1 can detect, 
from the ringing noise, 
where it Ls. 

If indeed it is a call from a 

man offering me the Punch 
editorship. I shall accept 
grate fully, and say that 1 will 
immediately take Punch 
lhc gentle daw of 
the 1 9.10s when you could 
write mild rumbling nieces 
abmn your own domestic 
difficulties, such as the 
troubles caused bv 
telephones. 

He will say it is too late 

■mii r* 1 thing now 

fur d iiMH dCrS ' u,uWn ’ 1 *tand 
ror it unv more. 

i hope he is wrong. 


I 








•ii-.-r n? 

i’mhi ma*. 

. .. •> 

i.. .!i.s.v«u«ir 

Wiwylia 

• AMIlf rtilWti 

WyWBii 

. • r.-K in It* 

: i.’lal U 

• . i. 

■ ptcjncrcd 

. • riicii hw* 
. .\„i; liiV. ttK 

. li Hw MH* 

. 'i.rii »-f *E«tI 

u. l imkVtf 

. .1.1. i itfauthckill 
•• '-euur* dun 
. more pj 

■ : cvtiliplftt 
• Lilt h*SI t* 

: j!u:c Lvhm 

■ -dnitl 

! >’.»; UtiOclV 
i. • ciU-tnil 3}Wi 

v. n'i'v i In* HU- 

■' *, I J 

••• . :n;:vifdh 

■ ■'•■•lluU.lIK .1 

;• . i-u-., m the 


Isis 


T: 


-.‘.ceils 

> •!•'!». with pu-tui 
K'«.i>uf.| ,i:ut /» 




<i: 





1 ■ 1 : 

* I'l 

i! -.i 

M • , . 

"■ v C«'k lb.it JITT 
litd 
Ii.r- tilled 
'*• ,!- ‘v Hie co 
Hie .inn* 

. -.i 

•: \t it 

■ -.i cr»m 

: . ii i'\ iu »0 

• ! MirtU* 


• hitlil 


'«j*ent 

Mn i. , oppt 

■ , i . • . 

i lM . ' 

»lu 

•’ piMk > 


: Of 

' •••liKthu 

i- , 

• •'« .mV ««l 

1 1 . ! 

' 5 tern'V 


1 I'd-IHiI »• 


1 > iit> i^l 1 : 

r. t . 

1 " .iiuf hi? 

III tile 

:: . ( ' 

'-’.'iMs 

'I , 

■ ».. . *1 l|ii-i, 


1 


1 1 • *c;\ -M.-.T; 


■ ! *I* -l li!| u 



1 m 

■ ' ■ 'Otl.ijM 

■>;. 




m!:", 

■’■■ ■■ ■' . 

i , - , n it t 

-li’, i . i 

»'» 'til, -in , h 
l’»! ;l »:i ( J 

11 •' :.it, 


Hi. .. 

; . . 

c:,;: 

' : ‘■"••.■‘l- .V, 






.... 

’■ l it . , 

■. ■ • - ‘ T-i ,. 

.rivt 

-••ili H,. 

ll T T ■ 

IV, 



.i, ’ ’■ 1 a . 

f v "»r 

1 . 

■I* MSI, . 

X|.,;|... ” l ' 

1 k 


'■•'““.I 

■Ml 

•’! li:... 

. ' . . 

'■it.. i, i 

ll,,<,||| «.- i;i 

" . ' ’ i . . 




o 










! I! •> 




2996 


21 


Vay 


* 


the commentators 




>4 




•*[ dk- 
■• -M'-an 

• : --'Vl K 
••• 'svliui, 


t # 





i <> 





vvf- 







The safer things 
get, the more we 



T hink about risk. This 
week, on the day of the 
Channel Tunnel fire, 
there was also the first sub- 
stantial snowfall of die winter 
No one, mercifully, died in the 
fire, but at least two people 
died on the roads as a direct 
result of the weather. Yet a feir 
number of people will be dis- 
couraged from using the tun- 
nel, mule hardly anyone will 
stop using the roads. - 
We have the strangest atti- 
tudes to risk. We live m a soci- 
ety which seeks to reduce risk, 
yet individually we are pre- 
pared to take them, maybe even 
seek them out. Thus we worry 
about nuclear power and 



Hand sfr 
McRae 


_ content to drive cars, ride 
bicycles, or smoke cigarettes. 

• In a New Scientist study, 
nuclear power ranked ri ght at 
the top of people's perceived 
risks, far above terrorism. Aids 
and mugging. 

Strange? Well perhaps not 
so strange. There may be a 
great gulf between the actual 
dangers of some thing terrible 
happening and our perceived 
fear of it, but there is a certain 
rationale to our attitudes. For 
example, we worry much less 
about the risks we feel we can 
control, like accidents in the 
home or when skiing, than 
those we cannot, like the damage to the 
ozone layer - or being stuck in a fire under the 
Channel. 

The older we get the more worried we 
become about risks, because teenagers are 
notorious for believing they are indestructible. 
And we discount rides into the future in the 
sense that we worry far more about things that 
might go wrong now than those that might go 
wrong 20 or 30yeare hence; if we did not dis- 
count risk in this way hardly anyone would 
smoke another cigarette. 

The fact that we are bad at assessing risk 
has been widely noted. Last year John 
Adams's controversial book Risk argued that 
people were prepared to accept a certain level 
of risk in their lives and when legislation 
reduced that risk, they found other ways of 
increasing it His most died example was the 
introduction of seatbelts in care, which be 
argued had little or no effect on the road 
death toll, which was falling anyway. They any 
have saved the lives of somepeople inside the- 
care, but because they encouraged people to 
drive faster, more people outside the cars 
were killed. 

Another example was the Davy safety lamp 
in mines in the last century. This operated at" 
temperature below the ignition point of 
methane, and because it cut the risk of explo- 
sions was credited with saving the lives of thou- 
sands of coal miners. Yet it seems because its 
invention encouraged mining in more dan- 
gerous seams, the. number of explosions and 
deaths actually rose in the years after its adop- 
tion. 

The fact that most people are bad at assess- 
ing risk leads inevitably to inappropriate leg- * 
islation. Politicians naturally and property 
have to represent their voters’ views, even if 


You wear a 
seatbelt, but 
you smoke. 

Taking 
chances, it 
seems, is 
only human 


this leads to odd outcomes. In 
the United States, concern 
about passive smoking has 
become so intense that in a 
friend's office in Washington 
they are not showed to smoke 
outside die bmkfing cm the 
pavement - they have to move 
at leasb30 feet away from the 
front office door. 

In axiy care, badly framed 
legislation can be a very 
dent way of improving 
safety: it encourages service 
provident to design to-fit the 
law, rather than to make what- 
ever they are doing realty safer 
for customers. 

The fact that a lot of safety 
legislation is misguided, 
because of a combination of 
xmsmfbrmed popular pressure 
and incorrect assessment of 
risk, has already received a lot 
of attention. But there is stiQ an 
enormous groundswell of pres- 
sure to reduce risk and I guess 
that for another generation at 
least western societies will con- 
tinue to regulate in order to try 
to reduce this risk. Some of that 
regulation will be genuinely 
helpful, but a lot won’L 
Indeed the more we try to 
‘•manage” risk, the more we 
may increase it. This is one of 
the points made in a new bode 
on the subject, out this week, by 
the American economist Peter 
the Gods: the remarkable 
in argues that schemes 
designed to cut the risk of a stockmarket fall 
in 1987 actually contributed to thescaleof the 
crash in October that year. ’ 

That is one problem, because when people 
find that risk cannot be eliminated, they will 
be deeply resentful. But I think there is a bag- 
ger prwjicm which worries me even more. How 
will society cater for people who want more 
risk, not less? ' 

Silty question? Absolutely not Some peo- 
ple do want more risk. Why do Britons, unlike 
Germans, Scandinavians or Japanese, skip 
across the road when thepedestnan lights are 
red? Why has about one-third of the teenage 
population of the UK taken ecstasy? Why do 
people smoke? 

One of the great challenges I think that 
developed countries face is to find ways of 
catering for people’s desire to take risks, 
without getting out of control and damaging 
the rest of society. Y&u could say that eacour- 
agjng activities which seem dangerous but actu- 
ally are fairly safe, like hang-gUdingor para- 
chuting, will provide an outlet for this desire. 
But while that is fine for the organised and rel- 
atively well-off, it does not meet the desires of 
the less organised. Crime is an obvious outlet: 
for very young offenders there is some evidence 
that the main attraction is not the money but 
die buzz. 

Tb say that is absolutely not to argue for laser 
safety standards on the Channel ThrmeL That 
would be absurd. But it is to say that each new 
bit of restrictive legislation ought to be tested 
against this criterion: does it fake the fun out 
of life, particularly for young people? And if 
the answer is yes, then we should think hard 
before pressing ahead. 


Bernstein,. 
story of risk . 


Why I feel sorry 
for the boys 


A sang, 

it’s hard to be a 
woman”. Not as 
hard though as 
being a man. I am glad I don’t 
belong to that weaker sex. It 
~ means that my chances of sur- 
vival as an infant were auto- 
matically better than a boy’s, 
- that I was less hkety to have 
been excluded from school or to 
be unemployed for over a year, 
it means that my capacity for 
social and verbal firing was 
higher than a boy's; it means 
that 1 am less likely to kill 
myself or someone else or 
isdtdge in crime. All in all, 
being female these days 
increases one’s chances of being 
more flexible, more resilient 
and cleverer than one’s male 
counterparts but obviously 1 
don’t want to get cocky about 
this. 

No, let’s keep ita secret and 
instead fret about a few grnk 
who want to be boxers and a few 
battered husbands. Let’s worry 
that women are becoming too 
much like men rather than face 
the reality that men are too 
much like men, that becoming 
a man is in itself a problem, that 
.the dead-end of traditional mas- 
culinity is imploding and some- 
one has to dean up the mess. 

. .Another job for the girls. A 
Labour Baity consultation doc- 
ument, Closing the Gender Gap, 
by Estelle Morris MP, is aimed 
at tarHmg the problems of 
boys’ underachievement- Every 
week new statistics appear in 
which gids are outperforming 
boys in yet another area. First 
it was thought they did well only 
in single-sex schools and then 
only in certain subjects at cer- 
tain levels. Nowit appears they 
are doing better at every leveL 
The “Gazza factor” as one 
teacher put it, is prevalent 
among young men. Being seen 
to work is not cool , or laddish 
■ enough. Morris's proposals are 
macontroveidal, suggesting 
ways of mentoring, monitor- 
ing, and disciplining beys. They 
■re strategies to cope with some 
boys’, mounting dtefifectibo and 
underadrievemenL 

Other female MBs have 
raised these issues in the House, 
but where, one wonders, are 
men who are man enough in this 
company of slimy over-achievers 
to stand up and admit to their 
seat’s faflures? Why is it that 
most conversations about gen- 
der are had between women? 

We are, as the psycho-bab- 
blers would say, in denial. We 
are in denial about the social 
revolution we are living through 
and we are in denial about the 
changes it necessitates. We talk 
around these issues all the time. 


fay Suzanne Moore 
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The dead-end of traditional masculinity 
is imploding and someone has to dean 
up the mess. Another job for the girls 


the relationship between men 
and women fascinates os all, but 
we don’t get down to the nitty- 
gritty. We would rather talk 
about sex than gender because 
sex is i.. well, sexy. We would 
rather talk vague ty of an under- 
dass than look at a new under- 
class of young men that is con- 
stituting itself before our eyes. 

“Boys must be made aware of 
the implications for them of a 
changing labour market and 
changing family patterns. They 
need to be better equipped to 
respond constructively to the 
challenges they face, and to 
main tain a greater commitment 
to learning as a life-long process 
- and education is the key", 
Morris writes. 

Yet for boys to be made 
aware of these things, they need 
to see that grown men are 


aware of them: but public life is 
dominated, from the right and 
sometimes from the left, by the 
narrative of return. We will 
return to a time when men 
were men and women were 
not we will return to a time of 
tough discipline and suitable 
role models; we wfll return to a 
time of happy nuclear families. 
This is pure fantasy and thank 
God for that. 

None of this takes account of 
the huge economic and cultural 
shifts that are underpinning the 
gender gap. We expect more of 
girls these days and therefore 
they expect more of themselves. 
Some of this has to do with fem- 
inism but much of it hasn't. A 
particular set of politics has not 
produced this culture; rather a 
set of economic conditions, 
combined with profound ideo- 


logical shifts, is responsible. Ide- 
ology. I realise, is no longer a 
fashionable wont The false con- 
sciousness beloved of Marxists 
is now seen as patronising and 
simplistic twaddle, yet the idea 
that once implicit ideologies are 
made explicit they no longer 
maintain such a strong hold on 
us is still persuasive. 

Feminism m both its radical 
and populist forms gave women 
permission to talk about what it 
means to be a woman, the ide- 
ology of femininity itself - its 
pleasures as well as its con- 
straints. To understand this 
means to understand how it is 
posable to change, to become 
different kinds of women: and 
over the last 50 years we have 
had to change because our lives 
have changed enormously. 

The denial about bovs' cur- 


rent difficui tics stems then hum 
the inability or refusal of men 
to make visible the ideology of 
masculinity. Boys after all arc 
not entirety different creatures 
from men. Certain kinds of 
behaviour are on a continuum 
- ya-booing in the Commons, 
disrupting classrooms. Huw can 
we expect our boys to under- 
stand the world they are living 
in when many powerful men 
want to pretend that nothing 
has fundamentally changed and 
that problems arc bcing'causcd 
by a few working-class yobbos? 
1 am not asking for some Robert 
Bty navel-gazing; simply asking 
that men in public life acknowl- 
edge that they are part of the 
problem rather than the solu- 
tion. I could be cynical and say 
that losing power is always dif- 
ficult and that men must suffer 
for women’s gains, but 1 don’t 
believe this. I'm not a female 
supremacist and if we carry on 
producing hordes of moronic 
boys we will all suffer. 

As always, culture pre-empts 
political discussion. The con- 
fessional (one of much recent 
literature - from Nick Hornby 
to David Baddiel - does not 
take masculinity as a given but 
as something more malleable. 
These arc clever lads whose 
writing is underpinned by an 
understanding of what femi- 
nism is about. 

The commercial rise of the 
lad is an attempt to find an easy 
and authentic version of man- 
hood at a time when there is 
clearly no such thing. It provides 
the easy markers of a taste for 
“beer, tits and football" as the 
defining characteristics of late- 
20th-eentury man. 

Many would-be lads are sim- 
ply clueless. The popularity of 
what I call Lad Crag is under- 
standable but it is a form a dis- 
guise, a suffocating identity that 
can be tried on, a wolfs cloth- 
ing for these poor lost sheep. It 
is a dream of escape produced 
by those who have escaped, con- 
sumed by those who never wifi. 

Laddism. however, is just as 
much a narrative of return as 
Back to Basics, except with 
more promise of a good time. 
Men need desperately to find a 
narrative of progress that is 
equally full of fun. In private 
many men speak of this; in 
public, however, men are 
strangely sflent on this issue. 

If those men in power cannot 
address a changing world, how 
can we expect powerless boys to 
be anything but disaffected. 
Meanwhile it is left to women 
to worry about this; but you 
can't expect us to do it for ever 
because, as you know, ruling 
the world is a time-consuming 
business. 


Islands of uncertainty 


i 


T elevision screens have been filled 
nightly with pictures of tragic events 
in Rwanda and Zaire, and the revel- 
ation this week that arms were supplied by 
a British company to those who commit- 
ted genocide has filled many people with 
moral outrage. The company alleged to 
have supplied the arms is Mfl-Tbc, an Isle- 
of-Man-registered company. Mfl-Tbc was 
administered by BDO Binder in the Isle 
of Man and all its shareholders and direc- 
tors are nominees, hiding the true owner- 
ship and management of the company. 
Although Mil-Tec appears to have done 
nothing illegal, the affair will have 
reinforced the. public's unease about the 
jack of supervision of offshore companies, 
•il Whenever something nasty hits the 
^headlines from any of the three islands 
close to the UK - Jersey. Guernsey and the 
Isle of Man - island politicians respond 
with platitudes about how well regulated 
their islands are, and how much more nasty 
business goes on in the UK. 

In fact the islands are very well regul- 
ated in ail areas of financial services other 
than offshore companies. Their supervisory 
bodies make every effort to ensure that reg- 
ulation keeps up with international sano- 
ards and that investors are protected, but 
every time a scandal breaks li wpcs out a 
lot of the international goodwill created by 

* W^slands are sclf-govemi^ 

UK Crown dependencies. As such they are 
part of Great Britain, but not of ^ 
and their parliaments mate all dwinnter- 
nal laws. However, the UK is nqnnribfc 

for the islands' defence, Internationa^ ^rel- 
ations and ultimate good govemm^^- jn 
this capacity it imposes laws relating to 
those :Seak such as compliance w* UN 

k resolutions. Even W* 1 *** * S 
> realise that constitutionally the }JK.h^ the 
bright to impose any law ™ the dawis. 

sfflS&ssisrM 

Simple TlhL. was *= legatou.m of 

h °UK^remmcms do not ? eera , 
coned enough afcout the lack of rcgoladon 

SnSefSng and atWajto™* off- 
shore companies to do anything 


The role of an Me of 
Man company in 
supplying arms to 
Rwanda and Zaire 
hasfbcused 
attention on offshore 
companies. Great 
Britain’s islands 
must make reforms, 
argues Sue Stuart 

Maybe it is just too handy to have these 
islands as a filter through which people - in 
die UK can indulge in dubious activitiea 
Does Westminster not know how much 
Northern Ireland’s paramfiifaiy. organis- 
ations use offshore companies to channel 
money through? 

The islands have aD implemented strong 
anti-money- laundering laws and investig- 
ators from other jurisdictions get frill co- 
operation with inquiries from the local 
police and supervisory bodies. Butoflsbore 
politicians do not seem to be aware of the 
enormous amount of work their fraud 
squads have to handle - and most investig- 
ations begin with an offshore company. In 
all three islands, the use of nominee share- 
holders and directors is common practice. 
However, in Jersey and Guernsey the 
nymp. of the true beneficial owner has to 
be dise fow^ to the authorities. And in 

Guernsey companies have to be formed by 

a lawyer. These simple requirements cert- 
ainty seem to cut down on the number of 
crooks using the Channel Islands. . 

But no disclosure is required m the Isle 
of Man, and anyone can forma compmiy, 
so it is always open day for Q. ifninals from 
S art^ the Manx-based Compaq 

agents are also allowed to advertise, winch 
leads to a client being able to acquire a 


company over the telephone with the min- 
imum checks done on his bona fides. That 
company will then be administered by the 
Manx-based agent. In spite of aD this, Manx 
politicians seem surprised when something 
goes pear-shaped. 

Jersey reems to be well established as a 
place used tty Italian fraudsters, in partic- 
ular. Italian investigations involving Jersey 
companies have ranged from the Banco 
Ambrosiano affair to the current trials of 
Silvio Berlusconi. 

Guernsey companies are not much used 
ty crooks now, but the island contains com- 
pany formation agents who set up com- 
panies in other jurisdictions. The bailiwick 
of Guernsey also contains Alderney and 
Sark, Sark has no company register but it 
has the “Sark lark", in which company- 
formation agents in other offshore islands 
use a number of Sark residents as direc- 
tors of non-resident companies registered 
elsewhere. By using Sark directors, Sark 
becomes the place ot residence of the Com- 
paq. As a non-resident company else- 
where, it wfll pay an annual fee.no income 
tax, to the authorities where it is registered 
(in the Isle of Man thisis £600), and no tax 
in Sark, because there is no register. One 
of the main benefits of “Sarking"" a com- 
pany is that it allows the utmost secrecy - 
no one anywhere is, scrutinising the com- 
pany or its business. The normal annual fee 
for a Saik director is £100 per directorship 
per company, and that is now some Sark 
residents make their living. They are dir- 
ectors of hundreds of companies about 
which they know nothing. 

All the good work that regulators and 
police do m these islands is quickly for- 
gotten whenever there is a scandal - and 
nearly every offshore scandal involves the 
use of companies. Over the past three years 
die governments of all three islands have 
publicly said that they plan to legislate for 
regulation of this sector. It has not hap- 
pened yet. Every time they pul forward a 
proposal it s shot down fry the company 
- formation agents. . 

Maybe the island governments should 
not listen so much to obviously self- 
interested agents. If the offshore islands 
realty care about their image, they wilLhave 
to bring the abuse of offshore companies 
under control. 


Crazy about 
catz and dogz 


A t the age of 11 Caroline 

Simpson has finally been 

allowed to have a pet. 
Ginger is exactly what she 
wanted: a Siamese kitten who 
loves to play, and puns like 
mad when petted. She feeds 
him dafly and has even acquired 
a mouse for him to chase 
around her home in Tonbridge, 
Kent 

The odd thing 
about Ginger is 
not his colouring 
(not many ginger- 
coloured Siamese 
about) or the fact 
that he takes cat- 
naps on com- 
mand and doesn’t 
need a litter box. 

What makes Gin- 

f er special is that 
e exists only on a 
CD-Rorn. Com- 
puter Catz and Dogz originally 
came from California - pro- 
viding the best way yet to avoid 
strict rabies regulations - and 
the nation loves them. “It has 
just been crazy," says James 
Morris, a manager of the soft- 
ware firm Mindscape. 

This lends a whole new 
meaning to playing “cat and 
mouse” - players can shout 
“Cursor!" instead of “Curses!" 
-but Mr Morris says he's more 
a dogz type of guy and has a vir- 
tual cocker-spaniel named 
Jack. “Both catz and dogz 
appeal to people who love ani- 
mals but cannot go to work with 
them," he says, “and also to 
kids who aren’t allowed to have 
a real pet.” 

This is Caroline; and now she 
and her friends have a total of 
13 kitteoz. like the real thing, 
they grow up, hate water, love 
catnip and get fleas. And, like 
the real thing, if you are mean 
to them, they are mean bade. 
Not all catz are as well-fed as 



Ginger. “Look, he's starving," 
exclaims Caroline as Felix, a 
straggly black kitten, comes 
out to play. 

What's next? “We don't 
know what could be coming up 
nest year. We're looking in to 
the possibilities of Birdz and 
Blokez or Girlz and Boyz," 
says Mr Morris. But is this 
really a good idea? Virtual 
boyfriends will be 
unable to erect 
shelving or pro- 
vide the intellec- 
tual refreshment 
of arguing who is 
to be designated 
driver. And boys 
already think 
girls are unreal: 
this would only 
encourage them. 

The possibili- 
ties are enor- 
mous. For example, this realty 
could be the Tory party's chance 
to go nuclear about the family. 
Every single parent could have 
a spouze and every child would 
have two parentz. Want a big 
sister or brother? No problem. 
Feeling broody? Babiez will 
cure that soon enough. 

Evidently, _ Mindscape’s 
newest project is something to 
do with aliens. Get real! What 
those of us under pressure to 
provide rodents as Christmas 
presents want is something 
called hamsterz. They will need 
a wheel, a personality, a bur- 
row. lots of food. And when the 
child loses interest, us grown- 
ups don't have to fed guilty that 
we sccrctlv want the rodent to 
die. NbrwiO we have to provide 
cardboard boxes for the 
inevitable back garden funeral. 
Instead, one switch of the com- 
puter and petz are no longer 
with us. Bliss. 

Ann Trenexnan 


Crisis in Central Africa 



“Help me find 
my mummy” 

Imagine the tenor and panic for a child separated from 
loved ones in a vast crowd of people. This is the reality 
facing thousands of children in Rwanda today as their 
families make the long trek home. 

Save die Children has already provided emergency 
food and medical supplies to help save lives and our 
staff are working round-the-clock to protect and 
reunite children with their families. But we need your 
help to continue this vital work. 

Please make a donation now. Post the coupon below 

or call us on 0171-705 5400 (24 hour hotline) 
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Cook supports 


single currency 


and heals rift 


Michael Harrison 


Robin Cook, the shadow For- 
eign Secretary, yesterday went 
a long way towards healing the 
rift in the Labour leadership 
over economic and monetary 
union by backing Britain's en- 
try into a single currency. 

Speaking to business leaders 
in London. Mr Cook gave his 
most upbeat assessment or the 
benefits of monetary union 
and forecast there was a 75 per 
cent chance that the single cur- 
rency would proceed. 

Mr Cook, hitherto regarded 
as lukewarm towards EMU, 
told the Confederation of 
British Industry's monthly 
council meeting: "If a single 
currency proceeds I personally 
very much doubt whether it is 
possible in the medium term 
for Britain to stay out. In the 
long terra, and if it proceeds 
and succeeds, it will not be an 
option for Britain to remain 
outside." 

He said a question mark re- 
mained over whether a single 
currency would start on time 
in 1999 but he highlighted the 
attractions that Labour saw in 
EMU. 

Mr Cook's comments align 
him more closely with the 
shadow Chancellor, Gordon 
Brown, the shadow cabinet's 
most enthusiastic advocate of 
EMU, and will help Labour 
present a united front on the 
issue. 


He told CB1 leaders that if 

Britain remained outside a 

single currency it would make 
sterling more vulnerable to 
attack by currency specula- 
tors. 

He said it would be perverse 
to stay out on the grounds of 
defending Britain's sovereignty 
if entry was in the country’s 
economic interests. On the 
other hand it would be per- 
verse to sign up simply as a 
symbolic act of Britain's sup- 
port for Europe. 

Mr Cook claimed that whilst 
the debate within the Conser- 
vative Party over EMU was a 
political one, Labour would 
take a “hard-headed" deci- 
sion on whether or not to sup- 
port a single currency based on 
the economic arguments. 

Europe, he said was the 
centre of gravity of economic 
power and the reason that 
Britain had attracted more in- 
ward investment than any oth- 
er country in the European 
Union. 

The Government, he added, 
was pursing a mirage if it 
thought that launching a “Ji- 
had" against Brussels would 
win votes. By appearing to be 
reluctant members of the 
Community it was undermin- 
ing Britain’s wider interests. 
“This is not a posture that gives 
us any leverage within the 
EU," he said to murmurs of 
“hear, hear”. 

He also called on business to 



join Labour in helping devel- 
)f consensu* 


op the same kind of consensus 
approach to Europe that ex- 
isted on the Continent. “One 
reason we don't do as well is 
that we are too busy arguing 
among ourselves to put for- 
ward a united policy." 

Mr Cook denied that 
Labour was “playing chick- 
en” by refusing to say ahead of 
the election whether or not it 
would take Britain into a sin- 
gle currency. He said Labour's 
position in promising a refer- 
endum on the subject was con- 
sistent with that of the other 
two main parties. 

Mr Cook promised mean- 
while that trade would be giv- 
en top priority in a future 
Labour government’s foreign 
policy. Labour, be said, would 
consider appointing business- 
men as ambassadors in se- 
lected countries which were 
key export markets for Britain. 

He also pledged to increase 
the number of commercial 
secondments into the Foreign 
Office and offer more support 
for small and medium-sized 
companies in export markets. 
One option, he said, would be 
to set up dedicated business 
centres in overseas markets 
such as Germany had done in 
Singapore. 

Sir Colin Marshall, president 
of the CBL said he was very en- 
couraged to hear that Labour 
would put trade at the top of 
the agenda. 


Waiting for Clarke: The contents of the famous red box, pictured at the Treasury yesterday, could 


WTC Kenneth Cfaute^theChaocel- 
lor, be going for broke in next 
Tuesday’s Budget with a massive 
pre-election giveaway? Or wBI he 
be steering the path of prudence 

with a fiscally neutral Budget S- 

therway, what the CbanceOor an- 
nounces next week coidd seal the 
Government’s fata tn the ejectio n . 

Read about flie outcome in 20 
pages of unparafleted Budget 
news, analysis and comment in 
next Wednesday’s Independent. V ... 

.. —L - •- a />..j 2S. S. 



the mimtw* «m W*»S r** 

^/the mhnite analysis of how the 
— " Budget affects each category of 
r tocome group and family unit 
.. Aflthls together with the Inde- 
pendent's established team of top 

drawer commentators -Andrew 

Donald MacIntyre, Potty 
jee, Gavyn Davies of GoW- 
Sachs/SuzanmMoore, 

Jsh McRae, David Aaronovtteh 
Jeremy Warner. / 


Safeway set 
to create 
5,200 jobs 


Nigel Cope 


Safeway is to create 5,200 jobs 
as pari of an expansion pro- 
gramme that will see it open 15 
superstores in the next 12 
months and a further 15 the year 
after that. 

Though more than half the 
jobs will be part time, they help 
make up for 5.000 job cuts made 
last year under the Safeway 
2IHX) restructuring programme. 
This included the closure of 
some smaller, older branches 
and a shake-up of the manage- 
ment structure in stores. Safeway 
also added 3.250 jobs last year. 

Safeway said additional jobs 
would be’ created through its 
joint venture with BP to open 
100 convenience stores on 
petrol forecourts over the next 
three years. These sites will be 
rolled' out from next April 

Several hundred more jobs 
will he added under Safeway's 
new Oucuehustcrs scheme. Sev- 
eral hundred staff will be trained 
to be “multi-skilled" to be able 
to operate a check-out. work be- 
hind the delicatessen counter, or 
in whichever pan of the store is 
busy. They will be easy to spot 
in bright yellow aprons featur- 
ing a large blue “Q". 

Colin Smith, Safeway 's chief 
executive, announced the job 
plans yesterday alongside a 7 
per cent increase in pre-tax 
profits to £22Sm in the six 
months to 12 October. He said 
Safeway 's policy of targeting 
family shoppers helped by its 
high-profile “Harry and Molly" 
television advertising had 
proved a success. 

"We arc operating in a highly 
competitive sector but »e have 


successfully focused on win- 
ning over big family shoppers. 
We are picking up speed." 

Safeway is exploring entering 
the financial services market 
through a joint venture. How- 
ever, it has ruled out following 
Sainsbuiy’s with the launch of 
a fully-fledged bank. 

The group is extending its 
“Shop and Go" scheme which 
lets holders of Safeway's loyalty 
card to scan their own shopping 
using hand-held “guns". A fur- 
ther 50 stores will be included 
taking the total to 150. 

Safeway is also introducing au- 
tomated pay-out terminals to en- 
able customers to scan their 
own shopping and pay for it us- 
ing debit or credit cards without 
encountering a single member of 
staff. A test is underway in the 
store in Reigate, Surrey. 

More emphasis will tie placed 
on own-brand products and a 
toy range is being added to SO 
stores. 

Safeway's like- for- like sales 
rose by 5.1 per cent during the 
period, slightly below the in- 
dustry average. Net margins 


have remained steady in spile 
vhich is 


of the petrol price war wl 
now easing, “Margins are al- 
most back to where they were 
last year,” Mr Smith said. 

Safeway is on target to beat 
its aim of increasing sales per 
square foot to £15 by 1998. The 
current level is £14.63 compared 
with £12.86 in 1995. 

Safeway’s shares fell I5p to 
3695p on the results with some 
analysis describing them as 
“dull”. Safeway's group sales 
were 9 per cent higher at £3.7bn 
in the six months. 

Comment, page 23 


British Energy seals 



Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


British Energy, the recently 
privatised nuclear power oper- 
ator, has secured a long-term 
alliance to supply power to 
Southern Electric, the first such 
deal between a regional elec- 
tricity company and generator. 

The 15-year agreement, ex- 
pected to be one of several such 
alliances by British Energy, 
gives the group a head start over 
the two other big power gen- 
erators in England and Whies, 
PowerGen and National Pow- 
er, as the industry scrambles to 
sign up contracts before tbe 
market is opened to full com- 
petition in 1998. 

National Power had revealed 
earlier this week that it was ne- 
gotiating with three RECs to 
create a broad supply alliance 
which could also include one of 
the UK’s leading supermarket 


chains. The British Energy deal 
extends a one-year partnership 
under which Southern buys 
about 15 per cent of the pow- 
er generated by the nuclear 
group in England and ^feles. 


The new contract in Ifloriy co sig- 
nificantly increase jhe scale of 
the power purchases, though, 
neither company. would dis- 
close the predicted figure, or the 
price at which the electricity 



Taking insurance: Dr Robert Hawley said British Energy 
wanted insulation from volatile electricity prices 


would be supplied. Dr Robert 
Hawley, ,the chiej executive, 
said the ahn wa% to insulate 
British Energy from the volatil- 
ity of prices in the electricity 
pool, the system .which sets 
market pikes. Because nuclear 
power stations have to generate 
power continuously they act as 
so-called “price takers” in the 
pool mechanism, while prices 
are mostly set by National Bow- 
er and Powergen. 

He also disclosed that nego- 
tiations were taking place with 
other RECS. “We don’t want to 
get into the situation where all 
100 per cent of our output is 
contracted in this way, but the 
deal isn’t exclusive to Southern 
Electric. We are talking to oth- 
er regional electricity compa- 
nies,” Dr Hawley said 

However Dr Hawley dis- 
missed tbe idea of taking equity 
stakes in RECs or buying oae 
of tbe few remaining indepen- 


dent power suppliers outright. 
“We are simple-minded people. 
I don’t want to buy a REC and 
we’ve consistently said that." 

Informal talks were also tak- 
ing place with US power utili- 
ties aimed at securing contracts 
to help improve efficiency in nu- 
clear power plants in America. 

British Energy yesterday an- 
nounced a sharp reduction in 
post-tax losses in the six months 
to the end of September to 
£32m, compared with £169m 
during the some period in 1995. 
This excludes one-off gains and 
losses associated with the pri- 
vatisation and an £8 13m pay- 
ment the previous year for the 
development of the Size we 11 B 
power station. 

Tbe improvement came from 
a 12 per centrise in the amount 
of electricity generated through 
better efficiency and a 10 per 
cent reduction in operating 
costs. 


Imro angry as Deutsche moves control 


Jill Traanor 

Banking Correspond wit 


Imro, the investment manage- 


ment regulator, was angered 
ied last 


and seriously ooucemc 
night by news that Deutsche 
Bank was moving control of 
some of Morgan Grenfell's unit 
trust businesses to Frankfurt as 
result of the Peter Young scan- 
dal in London. 

Tessen von Heydebreck, a 
member of the Deutsche Bank 
management board, said in 
Frankfort that DWS. its Ger- 
man fund management unit, 
would take responsibility for the 
risk control aspects of Morgan 
Grenfell Asset Management’s 
unit trust business. 

“Ultimate responsibility for 
MGAM unit trusts will lie with 
DWS. We will have ride con- 
trol,” Mr van Heydebreck said 


However, unusually, Imro 
was not informed of the deci- 
sion by Morgan Grenfell, which 
It regulates. Part of this super- 
vision includes analysis of the 
management structure to con- 
sider whether it offers a strong 
level of internal control. 

“Clearly, a separation of re- 
lated management or compli- 
ance functions is not ideal In 
some circumstance it may not 


said 


be acceptable," Philip 
chief executive of 
yesterday. 

A spokesman for Deutsche 
Morgan Grenfell in London 
stressed yesterday that day-to- 
day control of the unit trust busi- 
ness would continue be handled 
in London. 

He said Morgan Grenfell 
was continuing to seek a re- 
placement for Graham Kane, 


die fanner managing director of 
the unit trust business who re- 
signed because of the affair. 

Mr Kane was shown the door 
along with three other senior ex- 
ecutives, including Keith Percy, 
managing director of tbe entire 
MGAM business, and a com- 
pliance officer. 

The Morgan Grenfell 
spokesman said yesterday that 
only internal supervision of the 


Dresdner Bank, which last year bought Khao- 
wort Benson of the UK for £lbn, yesterday an- 
nounced a restructuring of its investment 
banking business, writes JiU Treanor. 

It plans to run its corporate <ln«mw and eq- 
uities business Crom London, and make all its 
bonds, derivatives and foreign exchange staff re- 
port to Frankfort. The reorganisation, which af- 
fects hundreds of bonds, derivatives and foreign 

exchange staff, and 150 corporate financiers and 
equities personnel, is fikety to involve some move- 
ment of employees between the two dries. 


The details have not been finalised and it is 
unclear who will head the corporate finance and 
equities businesses out of London. The current 
beads of corporate finance and equities in Lon- 
don are Hm Shaddock and Alan hrrow, while 
their counterparts in Frankfort are Michael 
Rohleder and Olaf Shuth. 

The German bank said the moves were based 
on tbe expertise of tbe two operations. A big play- 
er in the foreign exchange, derivatives and bond 
markets, Dresdner bought Kkinwort for its cor- 
porate finance and stockbrofcing capabilities. 


unit trust operation was being 
moved and that the institu- 
tional business was not affected 
by the decision. 

Imro is still conducting its in- 
vestigation into the Morgan 
Grenfell fiasco. The regulator 
can levy hefty fines against the 
firm if it uncovers breaches of 
its rules, which include lapsed 
in interna] controls. 

Mr Young, sacked in Sep- 
tember and now under investi- 
gation by the Serious Fraud 
O ffice, set up a string of shell 
companies in Luxembourg and 
breached limits on the amount 
of unlisted securities a fund can 
hold. The discovery of his ac- 
tions forced Morgan Grenfell to 
suspend trading its three of its 
once-top performing funds in 
early September almost £l.4bn 
was invested. 

Comment, page 23 


Spending 
weighs 
against 
tax cuts 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


The case against cutting taxes ■ 
in next week's Budget was •' 
strengthened yesterday bjr offi- 
cial figures showing that higher 
spending by consumers and the 
Government are driving the 
economy’s growth. 

Although investment fell - 
sharply in the latest quarter, the 
spread of the recovery to man- 
ufacturing was confirmed tty an 
upbeat survey from the Con- 
federation of British Industry. 

Tbe buoyant news look the 
pound another two pfennigs 
higher to DM2^»326 yesterday. 

Its exchange rate against a 
range of other currencies rose 
0.8 to 92.8, the highest level for ' 
four years, and it also reached _ 
a four-year high against the US 
dollar. 

The increase in consumer 
spending during the third quar- 
ter of this year was the biggest 
for three years, at l.l per cent,' 
and the annual growth climbed ; 
to a post-recession peak of 3.3 } 
per cent. Rising incomes and ; 
lower taxes fuelled the increase. > 

The other main contribution ; 
to the economy's third-quarter \ 
expansion was a 1 per cent rise : ' 
in government expenditure. ! 
This was the biggest advance^ 
since Lhe quarter immediately £ . 
before the last general election^ * 
m May 1992. “This can hardly 4 / 
be coincidental," said John s 
O Sullivan, an economist at f 
NatWest Markets. { : 

With investment spending.; 


dropping by 2.2 per cent, neg- : 
ugibre stockbuilding and ex* ! 
ports less imports roughly flat, T. 
the increase in gross domestic ' 
product was O.S per cent, ns ini- ? 
ttalty estimated. I ■ . 
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Glaxo pays £354m for 
Japanese partner 


Magnus Grimond 





Glaxo Wellcome is to nav 
¥66bn (£3 54m) for the out- 
standing half-share in its Japan- 
rae joint venture, Nippon 
Glaxo, in tbe last big restruc- 
turing to follow the £9bn 
takeover 0 f Wellcome last year. 

The deal, which also involves 
the payment of ¥138hn to joint 
venture partner Shin Nihon 
Jitsugyo, is being seen as part 
of amove to reverse the British 
groups relative underperfor- 
mance in Japan. 

• A ’,9i axo spokesman said iak- 
mg 100 per cent control of the 
jomt venture "gives us a clear- 


er, ampler structure to i 
business 

It is the last big me 
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. The benefits of 
‘ privatisation are 
supposed to be 

reflected in lower 
prices to consumers, 
not spirited away by 
the state/ 


fKenneth Clarke preparing to cut the 
ground from under Labour and its wind- 
au tax m next Tuesday's Budget? If he does 
oaves **** up bis sleeve, be was keeping it 

2™v im ^ er ^ ra ps during yesterday's knocks 
aboirt m the Gammons. In the absence of asy 
decaff about how the tax win be applied and 
who wfll pay ft. Michael Headline and 
John Prescott were largely reduced to tta£ 
mg press cuttings rather than blows. ■ 
ahoidd Mr Glarke be in the mood for 
»me advice, however, then here is aiiidea. 
Why do! hump Labour bv announcing that’ 

the utilities have agreed to'stan talkmgaboitt 

a volun tary levy payable, not to the Treasury 

r *%PP eajr iflto the eDtia& 
ot Jr 16 PSBIv- buz direct to customers? The 
utflrtks might not like it, but h seems agpod 
sight better than the alternatives. If they are 
to see their balance sheets ravaged, then why 
a 5 ause w bich might at gain 
thenj a bit of goodwill among their cus- 
tomers? 

Certainly it has political attractions fora 
Government facing possible electoral defeat 
and a Chancellor struggling with his desire 
to be remembered for fiscal rectitude. A 
rebate for customers would be lanmnwimf 
to an election tax bribe, but a bribe paid far 
by the utilities, not out of the public sector 
deficit. 

Since the financial markets have, sup- 
posedly, already discounted a £5bn windfall 
tax in the share values of the utili ty, the 
damage should not be too great in City deal*' 


rag rooms. Moreover, a rebate paid in the 
form of tower fad and water Mis would flow 
through into the retail price index and thus 
reassure the markets that the Chancellor is 
• serious about hitting his inflation targets. 

Bat most important of all, it would put 
Labour an the spot, forcing h either to scrap 
the rebate or forsake its only firm revenue- 
raising proposal. A Tbry rebate would, of 
course, frii shareholders as hard as a Labour 
windfall tax. But it would avoid the arbitrary 
and unjust nature of the tax by delivering 
some of the spoils of monopoly d fpyt to cus- 
tomers. This, after all, was the way the sys- 
tem was always meant to work; die benefits 


in lower prices to consumers, not spirited 
away b y me state. The politics of it loo is 
mighty attractive since it would force Labour 

to choose between being the party of highir 
bills or the party of Highe r taxes. 

fantasy? Maybe, maybe not. But if Mr 
Hesettine reahy believes that this tax bomb- 
shell is going to explode in Labour's face 
between now and polling day. he will have 
to do something to prime the device. 

City is in danger of 
becoming a warehouse 

T'Yeutscbe Bank’s decision to place Mor- 
Xw/gan Grenfell's unit trusts business un- 
der its own direct control in Frankfurt is 
obviously a justified response to a particu- 


lar set of circumstances but it also highlights 


the dangers Tor the Gty of the present trend 
towards foreign ownership. Who and where 
ownership is based may not seem to matter 
very much in today's global economy, but 
dearly it does matter for the City if it be- 
gins to lore control of its own destiny. 

There are plenty of straws in the wind. 
Dresdner Bank recently announced that the 
fimd management ride of Weinwort Benson, 
which it bought last year, would in future be 
managed out of San Fransisco. There are 
now similar moves to consolidate KB's 
forex, derivatives and bonds business into 
Dresdner’s operations in Frankfurt. All this 
may make sense from Dresdncr's point of 
view but it hardly bodes well for the Gty. 
The logical end game is that the City 
becomes just a warehouse operation, with 
the control and decision-making lying else- 
where. If you regard the City as little more 
than an offshore fiefdom answerable only to 
itself, this may not seem terribly important. 
Given how much the Gty now contributes 
to the British economy, however, it would 
be wrong to think this way. It actually mat- 
ters quite a lot. 

At the time of Big Bang 10 years ago. 
which allowed foreign ownership /or the first 
time, nobody could have guessed quite how 
much of the securities industry would end 
up m overseas hands. When all those fuddy 
duddy old partnerships finally accepted the I 
inevitable, surrendered to deregulation and ! 
sold up, not in their wildest dreams did they 


anticipate the degree to which they would 
vanish from the map or become absorbed 
info foreign- owned concerns. 

With SG Warburg's takeover by Swiss 
Bank, Britain's last hope of developing an 
independent international investment hank 
to compete with the best of them disap- 
peared down the plug, leaving just BZW and 
Nat West Markets as the only British con- 
tenders (both of them owned by big retail 
banks) anywhere near the big league. So far 
this has not in any way damaged the City, 
rather the reverse. If history is any guide, 
however, it will not always be thus. There is 
a world of a difference between the ruler and 
the ruled. The G‘tyw>H one day pay the con- 
sequences of its surrender. 

Safeway may look to 
Europe once more 

D avid Webster. Sir Alistair Gram's suc- 
cessor as chairman of Safeway, is fond 
of referring to his new charge as" “an im- 
mature company in a mature market". And 
he is not referring to Safeway *s use of the 
loddlcis Hany and Molly in its TV ads. What 
be means is that Safeway, in his opinion, is 
a relatively underdeveloped company with 
lots of opportunity to grow. 

He has a point. Using measures such as 
sales per square foot. Safeway is a very dis- 
tant third to the two big boys Tesco and 
Samsbury with plenty of scope to catch up. 


By contrast, many Samsbuiy s stores are 
already too busy for customer comfort. 

What Safeway has done is seize upon one 
or wo initiatives which highlight its differ- 
ences with rivals and pummel them for ai) 
, they are worth. Hence the self-scanning 
1 scheme, the automatic payment terminals 
1 and all the noise about creches even though 
they are only in 10 per cent of its stores. 

The challenge is to maintain the momen- 
tum. In some ways Safeway has been fortu- 
nate in that it has benefited from Sainshurj 's 
woes. When Sainsbuiy starts to fight back 
(and it is showing increasing signs of doing 
so), Safeway wiD find the going tougher. 
And for all its emphasis on its new super- 


stores, Saf 
older, smaller 


_ las a large number of 
street shops with lim ited 


parking. No room for creches or fanev cof- 
fee shops in these. Safeway has won "plau- 
dits in the Gty for its refusal, thus far. to fol- 
low the diversification route by plunging into 
Europe (like Tesco) or the United States 
(like Salisbury's). Management is instead 
concentrating on growing up in the UK. 

But that could change. Mr Webster thinks 
that as the Single Market becomes a real- 
ity, cross-border alliances between European 
supermarket groups are a certainly. The 
thinking is that such pants will become nec- 
essary if the supermarkets are to maintain 
their "buying power against powerful manu- 
facturing conglomerates. Safeway has 
already dippedTits toe in European waters 
once. In time, another attempt seems likely. 
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Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent • 

Labour last night refused to 
elaborate on how many of the 
privatised utilities would be in- 
cluded in its planned windfall 
tax, or how much cash the par- 
ty intended to raise, in ^'Com- 
mons debate on the polity 
brought by the Conservatives. . 

However in a typically tough 
performance John Prescott, 
Labour’s deputy leader, 
pledged that no consumer 
would face bigger Mils. He was 
responding - tor claims fby 
Michael Heseltine, th&dejfoty 
Prime Minister, thaf consumers, 
shareholders arid workers in the 
companies would all be ad- . 
verse ly affected 

During his speech Mr 
Prescott was asked several times 
by Kenneth Clarke, the Chan-, 
cellor of the Exchequer, 
i whether or not British Telecom 
would be one of the privatised 
firms required to pay the tax. 
However he declined to give 
further details, beyond saying 
that the list of companies af- 
fected would be outlined in 
Labour's first budget. 

He also reiterrated that no fi- 
nal decisions would be taken un- 
til the Shadow Chancellor, 
Gordon Brown, had consulted 
with the industry regulators. 

Flanked try Mr Brown on one 
side and Alistair Darling from 
the Party’s Treasury team on the 
other, Mr Prescott made it 
clear that Labour was as com- 
mitted as ever to the principle 
of the tax. 

He told MFS: “Thenrivatised . 
utilities were sold off cheaply, ; 
regulated weakly and were al- 
lowed to make excess, profits. ‘ 


Labour intends to ra fee a levy 
to pul people back to work.” 

His speech kept former stale- 
owned companies such, as BT 
gnesring about Labour’s precise 
definition of a “utifity.” 

. would i 


only say 


MrPreseott 

thatthe tax would apply to “pri- 
. vatised utilities which have 
made windfall profits” and “all 
wiU be considered withontfear 
or favour.” • 

BT has consistently argued 
that it cannot be classed as a 
utility because the British phone 
market has Tor several years 
been' fcxpbsefl t is fulTfabmpeti*- 
tiOTL- " / 

However he conspicuously 
failed to use the word “mo- 
nopoly’’ in this definition. Ear- 
lier, Mr Hesettine had taunted 
Labour with a letter from AJas- 
tair Campbell, Tony Blair’s 
press secretary, which was pub- 
lished in The Independent re-, 
ceuly: It bad suggested that the 
tax would only apply to “priva- 
tised monopoly utilities/ Pow- 
ergen. the electricity generator 
which faces competition in the 
UR electricity market, had 
-claimed this meant that it would 


almost the same as Labour’s 
current proposals. 

Opening the debate, Mr Hes- 
eltine had attempted to expose 
what the Tories believe is 
Labour’s vulnerability on the is- 
sue, describing the prpposalsas 
“an act of vicious political 
Spite." 

He continued: “Behind the 
windfall tax there is a bffl, a real 
bflL_Thisisrtaievyon utilities, 
ifs a tax on everybody who lives 
in this country.” - 

He suggested Labour would 
have to use political interference 
‘in theTvo&of fteregulators to 
try to stop prices going upto' 
compensate for the money tak- 
en away. In addition, share 
prices in the taxed companies 
would fall, affecting muttons 
people who held shares direct 
ty or 10 mil lion more who held 
pensions which were indirectly 
. Divested in utitity shares. 

Mr Hesettine defended the 
record of privatisation which he 
insisted had brought huge ben- 
efits to customers in lower 
prices. He also said most of the 
industries involved were in- 
creasingly becoming exposed to 



Head to head; Michael Hesettine (left) and John Prescott had heated exchanges in the Commons yesterday 


tricity share prices after Pro- 
fessor Stephen Littiechild, the 
regulator, changed his mind 
about the level of price cuts he • 
intended to levy on the region* . 


The privatised utilities were sold off cheaply, 
regulated weakly and allowed to make excess profits 


be excluded. 

, Labour responded to Con- 
servative jibes by quoting from 
the 1981 budget speech by the 
former chancellor, Geoffrey 
Howe, when the first Thatcher 
Government announced a one- 
off levy on windfall profits 


competition. “"When Labour 
talk about monopolies they to- 
tally fail to understand the rev- 
olution in competitive practices 
which is sweeping the world’s 
markets,” he said 
The claims were labled as 
hypocrisy" ly Mr Prescott, 


made by the banks. He claimed who dted the occasion last year 
the wording on that policy was ' when £4bn was wiped off dec- 


al power companies. 

Labour also stated that con- 
sumers would not face price in- 
creases as a result of the tax 
because charges were already 
capped by the indusuy watch- 
dogs. 

The attack on the proposals 
was later joined by Malcolm 
Bruce, the Liberal Democrats’ 


Treasury spokesman, who 
agreed with the Conservatives 
that millions of small investors 
would be hit 

“It simply isn’t honest to say 
it’s a victimless tax. Jit is naive 
to believe there are no impacts 
and no one would be affected.' 

Winding up his speech Mr 
Prescott had aigued that there 
was no longer any serious de- 
bate about whether any serious 
debate about whether excess 
profits bad been made by the 
utilities. Referring to the huge 
share price gains made since pri- 
vatisation, he explained “There 
is a mass of evidence.it was the 
excess profits that fueled the fat 
cat salaries. Case after case 
shows that the taxpayer was 
short changed" 


% 




This advertisement is issued in accordance with the listing redes of the London Stock 
Exchange Limited (the'*'Londoh Stock Exchange'). Application has been made to the 
London Stock Exchange for the undermentioned Shares to be admitted to the Official 
List. It is emphasised that this advertisement does not constitute an offer or invitation to 
any person to subscribe far Shares in BZW Endowment Fund n Limited It is expected 
that dealing s in the Shares parity paid will commence on Wednesday 18 December 1996. 


BZW ENDOWMENT 
FUND II LIMITED 


(Incorporated with limited liability in Jersey until registered number 66814) 

JPladng and Offerfbr Subscription 
sponsored by de Zoete Sc Bwan Limited 
of up to 25,000,000 Redeemable Ordinaiy Shares of Ip each 
("Shares") at an issue price of lOOp per share 

with 50p payable on application. 

13.500,000 Shares are the subject 6/ a Placing. 

The balance of .11^00,000 Shares are being 
offered for subscription by the pubKc- 

which has been published and dated 21 November 1996 contains details of 
a, ipplkaton formates £ ! d» be 

SThv Jwifecrton only, during normal office horns for two business days fownau d 
W6 frSffoe Company Anncnmcemenis Office, the Ixmdon Stock 

fiange. Old Bread Street London EC2N1HP . 

.,.T' of the Prospectus axe available for collection during normal business hours 

^5^p-«^lay) up to and induding 10 December 1996from any of 

following? 

BZW Endowment Fund tl Limited 
St Paul's Gate, JMew Street 


St HeEes Jersey 
JE48ZB 
de Zoete & Bevan Limited 
Ebbgate House 
2 Swan Lane 
London EC4R 3TS 


Barclays Global Investors Limited 
•" Seal House - . . 
Swan Lane 
• London EC4R3UD 

Independent Registrars Group 
Sth Floor 

56-60 Gresham Street . 

London EC2 - 

22 November 1996' 


In Brief 


• Burger King, a subsidiary of Grand Metropolitan, said yes- 
terday it had closed 20 outlets, affecting 360 jobs. The company, 
which has over 400 restaurants in the UK said that where pos- 
sible it was trying to offer staff alternative employment at other 
restaurants, but it was unable to give an exact figure on how many 
jobs would be lost. 

• Beads continued to roll at Ibstock, the building materials 
group, yesterday after Anthony Hopkins, responsible for its 
building products division, resigned with immediate effect. Philip 
Mengel, lie group's former US brickmaking head who took 
over as chief executive last week from Ian Mac! ell an, assumes 
his responsibilities. A spokesman for Ibstock said the group was 
discussing the details of Mr Hopkins* departure but gave no 
reason for his leaving. After a flurry of acquisitions in the past 
12 months* Ibstock has become Britain’s biggest brick 
manufacturer. 

■ • Morgan Crucible confirmed its intention to float the businesses 
in its aerospace, sensors and instruments division in a new com- 
pany. Emblem Technology. The businesses, which achieved sales 
and operating profits for the year to 4 January 1996 of £36.4m 
and £43 m respectively; are based in the XJS and UK Observers 
said the deal could raise £40m. 

• Argent Group has sold the Mayflower Retail Park, Basildon, 
to Scottish Widows for £29-5m_ This is the first retail park pur- 
chased by the fund and reflects their strategy of building a hold- 
inginthis sector. The park currently produces an income of £lB2m. 

• Id the XJS claims for state unemployment benefits rose 17,000 
tp 344 > 000for the week ended 16 November from a revised 327,000 
the previous week, the Labor Department said. The consensus 
forecast had been for jobless claims to rise 2,000 to 330,000. This 
is the highest level of jobless claims since the week ending 13 

• DU should have considered the possibility that the pro- 
ceeds from the sale of the five regional coal businesses would be 
in excess of its initial valuation, according to a report by a cross- 
party Select Committee of Public Accounts. The DTI bad esti- 
mated proceeds would be £49Qm-£672m. Gross proceeds reached 
£955m. According to its report, the committee considered “that 
the department should have envisaged the possibility that some 
such premium might be offered. 


The RBS Advanta Card 


Notice to Cardholders of 
Interest Change 


Due ro the change in Base Rate from 
5.75% ro 6.00%, your RBS Advanta 
Card interest race for Purchases and 
Cash Advances will be amended 
accordingly from the first day of nexr 
month. Your interest rate margin 


over Base Rate remains constant. 
Condition 5 of your RBS Advanca 
Card Conditions of" Use is varied 
accordingly. If you have any questions 
about this change, please call our 
Customer Service Centre on: 


0345:070 070 

(calls charged at local rate). 

RBS ADVANTA 

Kqwrml in Scotland No. 15’25»-. Rc^Mrml t'llift 43 Si Vtlifa Sqnaic. Edinhiitiih EH- -V EL 
ItllS Adwiu r. a 'faint vcncinv toinpinv awiml hi The Kiul Hint ■* SnnLind pi M>l Idiiut, (.'nrpouikm 
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Profits at Manchester United 
could double with the intro- 
duction of televised pay-per- 
view football even if mflUons of 
armchair fens pay as little as £5 
a time, a new report suggests. 

Underlining the potential 
cash bonanza awaiting top dubs 
from the advent of pay-per-view 
television, Swiss investment 
bank UBS believes United 
could make an estra £30ma sea- 
son from viewers watching Pre- 
mier League games on a 
match-by-match basis. 

UBS assumes 75(yXX> homes 
would take pay-per-view for a 
United game with revenues 
split equally between the clubs 
and BSkyB, the pay-television 
broadcaster that holds the right "; 
to broadcast 60 live Premier 
League games each year. 

Julian Easthope, the analyst 
who wrote the report, admits 
the numbers are conservative. 
“With so many unknown fac- 
tors, there is an enormous range 
of potential benefits,” he said. 

A recent survey carried out 
by the Harris' research group 
and seen by all 20 Premier 
League chairmen found that 
matches shown live at different 
times at £10 a go could gener- 
ate up to £L5bn a year for the 
Premier League, and over 
£380m for United. 

The introduction of pay-per- 
view is allowed by 1999 under 
the terms of a four-year, £670m 
deal signed between BSkyB 
and the Premier League: 

But it could be kipjcfted as.', 
early as next year as the mam 
driver behind BSkyB's planned 
launch of up to 200 digital 
satellite channels, 60 of which 
are likely to show pay-per-view 
sport orfihnsL' • ,y -.Vi ' 

Interest in pay-per-virrw has 
bcfttf Ktbtaulated by ' 
heavyweight titlefigj „ .. 

Mike Tyson and Evander. 
field when 430,000 households 
paid up to £14.99 to watch the 


late-night boat on BSkyB, 
which has 3.8 nriffion wiving 
subscribers to its sports chan- 
nels. 

The UBS report, which esti- 
mates Man United hat 23 mll- 
Hcm fens In 900*000 UK homes, 
also highlights the “major hur- 
dle” in splitting PFV revenues 
between BSkyB and the small- 
er Premier League dubs. 

Top teams mot: as Man Unit- 
ed and Newcastle are lobbying 
for a larger slice of television in- 
come, but smaller dubs fear das 
would only widen the gap be-, 
tween the “haves” and the 

“have nots*” in the Premiership. 

_UBS says one alternative 
might be an “electronic season 
ticket” like the one recently in- 
troduced in Spain. 

This would aDow viewers to 


say, £9.99 a month m addition 
to BSkyB’s existing service. 
Such a deal could be worth at 
least £10m to Man United by 
1999, UBS argues. 

Shares fa Manchester Unit- 
ed haye risen strongly this yeas, 
largely on the prospect of 
sharply higher television in- 
come from pay-per-view deals 
and persistent takeover ru- 
mours. -. 

Yesterday they edged anoth- 
er 4:5p higher to 566p, despite 
United’s lrOhome defeat by Ju- 
ventus in the UEIA Champions 
League. \ .- .... 

On ’Wednesday media and 
leisure group. Granada* said to 
be lining rip a bid for United, 
insisted that buying tiie; dub 
made bo sense. " - 

Mr Eastbqpe said that wfaSe 
onljrorie fecial-bid for Man 
United had been made from 
-ndeo^oi^ VO --it wBsnot un- 
usual for media poops to own 



American deal 
with Boeing 
worth $20bn 


David Uaborna 

New York 


American Airlines yesterday 
announced a 103-plane order 
with the Boeing Corporation, 
and said it had options tor no less 
than 500 more aircraft. The 

deal could emerge as tbe biggest 

in aviation history. 

The announcement, which 
confirmed Wednesday's stock 
market specu l ation, is an un- 
fathomable boost for Boeing as 
it continues its global competi- 
tion with Airbus Industries. By 
contrast, it is ntiseraMe news foe 
McDonnell Douglas, which will 
see some of its own aircraft 
eased out of the American fleet 
as a consequence of the deal. 

Based on list prices, the firm 
order for the 103 planes is 
worth roughly S6bn (£3-55bn), 
although American is certain to 
have negotiated a handsome 
discount. Factor in the addi- 
tional 500 aircraft, and it win be 
worth in excess of $ 20 bn. 

The deal remains contingent, 
however, on the ratification of 
a new labour agreement that has 
just been negotiated between 


the carrier and its 9,150-mem- 
ber pilots' union. 

American, which hopes to 
mergetransallanric operations 
with British Airways next spring, 
also announced it had agreed to 
make Boeing its exclusive sup- 
plier of aircraft at least until 
2018. Currently, the airline has 
a mixed fleet and is ihc largest 
operator of McDonnell Dou- 
glas* narrow-body MD-80 pas- 
senger liner. It also has some 
Airbus planes. 

The bulk of the order is for 
new models of the Boeing 737 
model which is the world's 
most popular airliner. Other 
planes in the deal include the 
757 and the 777. The 777 will 
replace American's long-haul 
MD-11 airliners, which it pur- 
chased from McDonnell Dou- 
glas and found disappointing. 

“Ordering the 737 is a major 
policy shift for American," said 
Scott Hamilton, of Commercial 
Airline Report 

American, which is based in 
Dallas, Texas, said it would 
take delivery of the 103 planes 
over four years, beginning in 
1998. 


Sock It to them: Pay-per-view television is expected to reap rich rewards for top football dubs 

Digital TV set back by DTI delay 


Three on West 
Coast shortlist 


P a tri ck Tooher 



Owner 
mid Dutch 
electronics pant PiriKps, winch 
runs P5V Eindhoven.; 


Mathew Ho ran— 

Media Editor 1 . • 

The long-expected award of 
contracts for Britain's first dig- 
ital settop decoders looks like 
being delayed until n^rt week 
at the earliest, industry sources 
said last right. 

; Hie shitting timetable for 
the multi-billion pound di gital 
revolution, whkfa is being led by 
Rupert Murdoch’s BSkyB, is 
linked to the delayed puWiica- 
tionoftoe Governments guide- 
lines tmfiterqjulafiqia of dig^ 
'teJewskra* - - -X 

.would 
to 

_ technology 
Until they haveseen the guide- 
lines,” a Government source 


said yesterday. It is understood 
that BSkyB has now decided to 
await the guidelines before un- 
veiling its own set-top plans. 

BSkyB is expected to name 
up to four manufa cturers to 
build its set-top box, which wfl] 
give digital subscribers access to 
as. many as 200 channels of 
television, data services, borne 

banking and tele-shnppm ^. The - 
new service would rave -the 
way. for a commercially viable . 


to 233Jp, on speculation that 
it would be awarded a key 
contract. 

Meanwhile, it emerged last 
nigh t that the Department of 
Trade and Industry, which is 
producing the guidelines, has 
been approached by several 
companies in recent weeks to 
discuss the Government’s ap- 


'en by movies and top 
foqtbafl. - . • 

Among the likely contendere 
are large box makers Such as 
Pace Micro Tbdmoiogy, Scien- 
tific Atlantic, Philips and Thom- 
son. Pace, the newly quoted 
company, saw its shares rise 85p 


ltal t el evision. -These include 1 
BBC and several independent 
commercial broadcasters, in- 
cluding Michael Green’s 
Carifon Communications. 

Rival broadcasters have been 
pushing for explicit promises 
from the Government that the 
digital set-top boxes introduced 
by BSkyB will be open to all, on 
a fair and transparent basis. 


BSkyB, which plans to offer 
boxes at below cost to 
consumers in order to Irickstart 
the new market, has argued that 
it should not be forced to bear 
the additional costs of making 
the decoders “multi-opera- 
tional". 

The DTI has so far rejected 
several radical demands for 
enforced “common interface,” 
which would oblige BSkyB to 
make its boxes capable of de- 
coding not only its own digital 
satellite service but even com- 
peting systems such as digital 
terrestrial television. The DTI 
argues that Oftel, which would 
regulate the “conditional ac- 
cess” to digital services, has ad- 
equate scope to ensure a 
competitive market. 


Stagecoach, the rapidly ex- 
panding transport company, 
has been shortlisted to operate 
four passenger rail franchises, 
including the prestigious but 
run-down Intercity Wrst Coast 
mainline. 

Richard Branson’s Virgin 
Group and shipping giant Sea 
Containers are also still in the 
Tunning for the West Coast 
line, which connects London 
with the west Midlands, Man- 
chester, Liverpool and Glasgow 
and is one of the busiest lmes 
in the country. All three com- 
panies were shortlisted from 24 
potential bidders. 

Stagecoach, which runs the 
South West Trains company, is 
also being considered for the 
Central 'Bains, North West Re- 
gional and ScotRail routes. 

The West Coast line was re- 
cently promised a £1.5bn cash in- 


jection from Rail track, the for- 
mer British Rail subsidfcuy which 
operates Britain’s rail network. 

Bidders for the 400-mile 
route must agree to using new, 
125 mph tilling trains as a way 
of cutting journey times. Tilting 
trains, already popular in con- 
tinental Europe, lake comers at 
a higher speed than conven- 
tional trains and could cut the 
journey time between London 
and Manchester by 30 minutes 
to two hours. 

The West Coast main line is 
one of the last of BR’s 25 pas- 
senger franchises to be let. A fi- 
nal decision will be made by the 
Office of Passenger Rafl Fran- 
chising, the industry regulator. 

Last week. Virgin was an- 
nounced as preferred bidder for 
the extensive Crosscountry rail 
route. Virgin is also part of the 
London & Continental Rail- 
ways consortium which runs 
Eurostar trains. 
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£180m issue by United 
revives talk of TV bid 


Media Editor 
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ED & FMan, the British corn- 
modi lies and financial services 
firm, yesterday- made bullish 
noises aboutprospects, despite 
announcing a stomp to interim 
results from £3Z8m to £27 Jm, 
reflecting a poor performance 
from its sugar and cocoa busi- 
nesses. 

Michael Metcalfe yesterday 
resigned as chairman of the co- 
coa division, but the company 
denied his departure was related 
to an increase in losses to his op- 
eration. Mr Metcalfe had been 
an executive director since 1985. 

Harvey McGrath, gro”~ 
managing director, said he f 
constructive about the second 
halt evidenced by the 6 per cent 
increase in its interim dividend 
to 3.4p. “Overall, we do a lot 
ymore business in the second 
yWf, due to seasonal factors re- 
lating to crops and consumption 

patterns,” Mr McGrath said. 

The cocoa business reported 
a first-half loss of £4.5m, com- 
pared with i£0.5m loss in fhe 
same period lastyear. Cocoa is 
now being run by Anthony Stll- 
litano, who previously ran the 
US operation. 

The sugar business made a 
pre-tax profit of £32Am, which 
compares with the £l6m made 
in the firet half of lastyear. 

Mr McGrath said that ac- 
quisitions might be possible. .. 

He said that ED & F Man, 
the British firm most affected 
by US rules on trade with Cuba, 
would comply with the law- 
America's Hdms-Burton Act 
allows court action against nan-. 
US companies that “traffic” in 

confiscated Cuban assets. 'J 

However, Mr McGrath be- 
lieves that Bill Clinton, the US 
President, will take action 
against the. Act, which has 
prompted outcry to America. 

“Clinton has been re-elected 
and he will do something about 
it to due course,” said Mr Mc- 
Grath. . 

He' said that Mr Chston 
could not stand for presi dent 

again and may want to go dpwn 
in Itisuky as having harmonised 
relations. - - 


United News & Media yester- 
day tapped the- financial ™ntn« 
for £180m, prompting renewed 
speculation that it wonld soon 
make fresh moves to the com- 
mercial television sector. 

Proceeds from the issue of 
convertible bonds,' carrying a 
coupon of just over 6 per cent, 
was said by the company to be 
earmarked for debt repayment 
and “general corpora te pur- 
poses," and would replace ex- 
isting debt with what the 
company called “better quality, 
longer-term . . debt”. A 
spokesman added: 'It’s a 
housekeeping exercise " 

But . analysts said United, 
headed by Lord Hollick, was 
poised foray between £75m 
and£80to for Wsstcouimy, the 
JTV licence holder for the 
South West, in awidely flagged 
deal .that could be announced 
by early next week. The debt 
“swapping” exerisse could pro- 
vide a higher cotofort level to 
mvestors to advandb df the ae* 

question. 

Speculation was mounting 


yesterday that toe Westcountiy 
deal would be followed to the 
future 6y a fed ibrHTV the ITV 
SceorehoklerfbrWdesandthe 
West, which is worth about 
£350m at cuzzent market prices. 

Derek Tbrrington, analyst at 
■feather & Greenwood, said: 
“UK television is going to con- 
solidate further, and we all 
know what the targets are: it is 
just a matter of who and when." 
Chief among the likely targets 
are HTV and Yorkshire-Tyne 
Tees, in which Granada, the 
widely tipped buyer, has a 27 per 
cent sake. 

United, which has been active 
on the acquisition front to re- 
cent months, is widely seen as 
themrist aggressive of the com- 
panies operating to the ITV sec- 
tor. Under new ownership rules, 
in place since 1 November, 
companies are permitted to 
own as many licences as they 
Eke, provided they do not ex- 
ceed 15 per cent of total audi- 
ence (including the BBC). 

Analysts said. United’s fi- 
nanciBg move was also an effort 
to lode to a relatively low in- 
terest rate at a time when many 
forecasters expected interest 


rate rises. The issue was called 
by some commentators a “rights 
issue by the back door," because 
the bonds can be converted into 
United shares. 

“A straightforward rights is- 
sue would not have gone down 
well in the City," one leading 
media analyst said. “With 
United’s high debt, it wouldn’t 
make sense to issue equity.” 

Louise Barton, analyst at Hen- 
derson Crostbwaite, said the fi- 
nancing was “opportunistic and 
cheeky," adding “they didn’t re- 
ally have to do it unless they have 
something in mind.” She added 
that the tinting of the issue ought 
create concern in some quarters 
that United was poised to make 
a significant corporate move in 
addition to toe *Telaiively mmcff" 
acquisition of Westcountiy. 

Indeed, concern that it might 
be obliged to overpay for TV in- 
vestments helped send United’s 
shares down 18p to 679p, re- 
versing toe gains of Wednesday. 

The City has been granting 
Lord Houck relatively robust 
support to recent months, and 
Peered his disposal Of some re- 
gional newspaper interests and 
the purchase of Blenheim. 



Best Buys for Christmas 


T he best mutUmeiSa PC deals for Christmas are 

undoubtedly at Time. Our Home PI 20 multimedia PC 
sets a new price standard tor 1 0Mb lull feature multimedia 
systems and our tetorroance PI 50+ model has been voted 
'best buy' in the current issue of Computer 
Shopper marine The Ultimate PI 66+ modd 
was the fastest machine tested by tereonal 
Omputw VAxld marine 




ft Ministry of Finance rig- 
1MU1 *.d its detarmtoation to 
r-i^an up toe debt-burdened 
banking system with the first 
forced "liquidation of a com- 
mercial bank since the Second 
World War. - 

The ministry decided yes- : 
terday tha t Hanwa Bank, a re- 
bank with. . ¥190bn . 

S in mostly property- 
bad loans, is in solven t 
and must be wound up imme- 
diately. 

Hanwa is the 15th Japanese 
bank to collapse in toe tost two 

years, and the first robe dosed 

without the deposits being 
transferred to a new bank. 
Analysts praised the action 
and predfcted more shutdowns. 

“This is a very good sgp, and 
it indicates the authorities are 
determined to get Japan’s fi- 
nancial system back into good 
health as soon as posable," saw 


Brian Waterhouse,, an equity 
analyst at HSBC James CapeL 

Mr Waterhouse said the 
ministry was “paying particu- 
lar interest” to the bad loans of 
four or five more of Japan’s 150 
commercial banks. 

■ . The ministry sounded its 
own warning to insolvent 

■ banks. ‘The Finance Ministry 
wHI not delay confronting the 
problems of failed financial 
Institutions,” Finance Minister 
.Hiroshi; Mitsuzuka said yes- 
terday- ’ 

U A fast response will con- 
tribute, to the -.recovery of 
Japan’s finandal system.” 

Banking analysts say this 

represents a change of heart for 
a ministry that has long faded 
to force weak financial insti- 
tutions to. shut ■ 

The delays have added to 
the amount of bad loans; now 
estimated at ¥35,000bn by 


the ministry. Urban land 
prices have plunged more 
than 55 per cent since 1991, 
entting deeply into the value 
of collateral. 

The Ministry of Finance de- 
ities however that there will be 
more failures of Japanese re- 
gional banks if current eco- 
nomic conditions prevail. 

; Sei Nakai, deputy director- 
general ofMOr s Banking Bu- 
reau, said that while the 
ministry was well aware of 
market rumours that there 
were more debt-ridden re- 
gional banks like Hanwa Bank, 
such concerns were not war- 
ranted. 

. . Auditors for HanwaBank 
had instructed it to write off 
massive problem loans to toe 
first halfof tbe year to 30 Sep- 
tember. This led to. the bank 
ha ving an excess of liabilities 
over assets. 


To ffn you even rat value. each system comes lined 
with a FREE Failmerrw modem ibmoed jo tosl 1000 
customers) and a massive pr-Jracfed soJmare bundle 
H ym are consdertni a PC lot Chnsunas, choose raw 
o t these systems, nght new 1 
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FISE. 250 
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FISE 350 
1970.4 - 3.8 
SEAQ VOLUME 
746 . 5 m shares, 
35,978 bargains 
Gifts Index 
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National Power surges ahead with help from NatWest 


ND J FWAMJ JASON 


NatWest Securities is emerg- 
ing as the utilities' friend A day 
after the investment house put 
the signals at green for Rail- 
track it gave another utility, 
National Power, a powerful 
push. 

National Power fell on 
Wednesday on disappointment 
with its figures. Ian Graham at 
NatWest clearly believes the 
stock market got it wrong. 

Profits, after exceptional 
charges, were little changed, 
the dividend in line with ex- 
pectations and “we continue to 
believe that the current yield 
fails to value the likely in- 
come stream’*, he said. 

National Power was the best- 
performing blue chip, almost 
recovering the profits- inspired 
fall with a 17 p gain to 452 p. 
And Raihrack continued its re- 
markable progress, advancing 
a further lOp to a 354 p peak. 

Other utilities made 
progress, ironically on the day 
the Commons debated the 


Labour Party’s proposed wind- 
fall tax. 

PowerGen was up 9 - 5 p to 
588 p; there was a sprinkling of 
gains in the water sector and 
London and 'Vbrkshire bright- 
ened on the electricity pitch. 

There was, however, some 
doubt whether NatWest could 
claim full credit for National 
Power’s surge. A story has 
been bobbing around the mar- 
ket for weeks that Shell could 
descend on one of the gener- 
ators, with National Power 
seen as the more likely target 

Shell, and to a lesser extent 
British Petroleum, is current- 
ly the market’s bidder for ail 
seasons. And the general view 
is any bid will be a mega affair 
with a high chance a utility will 
be the target. 

British Gas is another ac- 
corded the distinction of Shell 
interest. Thlk of corporate ac- 
tion, with Shell as the favoured 
predator, had drifted rather 
lazily around until excitement 
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was generated by weekend re- 
ports of a deaL 

After flaring 24 p to 2 XL 5 p, 
British Gas has subsided, dos- 
ing 6 . 6 p lower at 222 p as not 
even the slightest hint of Shell 
interest has been discovered. 

Shell and the other leading 
oil shares gave ground, unset- 
tled by rumours a shipping 
company had defaulted on a 
contract Shares of Shell lost 
10 Jp to 9 Slp and BP 6 - 5 p to 
678 p. 

The rest of the market suf- 
fered another session of Bud- 
get-inspired inactivity, drifting 
aimlessly. Footsie ended 9 
points down at 3 , 953 . 8 . 

The malaise is even more 
pronounced among second 


and third liners. Dealers are 
finding it increasing^ difficult 
to trade fmes in medium and 
small companies. “There are 
no takers. The system has 
come to a bait,” comp lained 
one stockbroker. The FISE 
suppor ting 250 index closed 3.2 
down at 4 , 397 . 

Besides the Budget uncer- 
tainty, the market remains un- 
settled by higher interest rate 
fears and sterling's strength. 
Government stocks were, how- 
ever, encouraged by the 
pound’s performance scoring 
gains of up to £ll/ 16 lh. 

Guinness was pulled an- 
other 6 p higher to 445 Jp. 
Cazenove was said to be pos- 
itive and the LVMH snare 


■gat e story, never far below the 
surface, emerged again. 
LVMH has 21 per cent of the 

spirits and stout group and, ac- 
cording to popular theory, is 
busy sounding out institutions 
about selling all or part of its 
The LVMH holding is 
worth around £ 1 . 7 bn, which 
would represent a huge swal- 
low for a market it i such sub- 
dued form. 

RTZ, helped by the firmer 
copper price, made more 
headway, reaching 964 p, up 

22p. - 

There was, briefly, abuzz of 

excitement around Cable & 

Wireless. A trade of 115 mil-: 
fion shares at 476-5pwasprint- 

ed The market was perplexed. 
Stake building ahead 01 a bid? 
Before thoughts could be put 
together, it was admitted the 
deal had been overstated; it 
was, in fact, a much less star- 
tling 115,000 Shares. The mis- 
take seemed to sum up the 
perverse state of the market. 


Cable shares ended 5 - 5 p down 

Inspirations, the holidays 
group, lost a further 4 p to bS-^p 

on worries it was .£ 9 c °!J? lcl S? 
more trading difficulty but 
newcomer Snakeboard ended 
at 3 . 75 p tom a 3 p pining. 

Maid, the on-line informa- 
tion group ruffled by cash cau 
fears, recovered 19 p to 249 - 5 p 
on talk of a collaboration dcal 
with a Japanese group. 

NSM, the coal and plant hire 

group, crashed 195pto23pon 

fwSing of losses 

win, the restaurant chain, feu 

12 ^jJre, 1 whfcS has developed 
a novel technology to make re- 
flective inks for dothing. gamed 

5 p to 129 p. The group, which 

arrived on AIM at 40 p a stare 
in April is placing 560,000 
! is* n XI tvt rent Ot 
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stockbroker Peel Hunt. The 

£690,000 proceeds will be used 

for working capital 


^diagnose BSE in Uve 

cattle and working 

“tent for identifttagUa 

the human 

cow disease. Its J 
at the start of the yean ha 
felkn to 37 - 5 p 

Q Jarvis is back in the take- 
over frame. The shares 

jumped J 0 pio I 33 p. A bid 

from Amev is thougM likely. 
Both have railway mafoie- 

nance companies. O?*-*?*' 

gestion is Am$y couM hid 

with Barratt Developments 

Jhkrh would take the Jarvis 
construction side. 

PI Car Group, a second hand 

Sr dealer trading as Cur Su- 
permarkets. is coming to 
market- Shares are being 
placed at I 3 Sp. 
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Fifth Anniversary 

On 3rd December 1996 
The Independent 
will publish a Special pullout 
Supplement highlighting the 
campaign’s work to increase 
the quality and quantity of 
women’s participation in the 
work force. 
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Patrick Tooher 

Ken Bates, chairman of Chelsea 
Village, made his own inimitabJe 
contribution to the corporate 
governance debate yesterday by 
urging wary shareholders to 
trust him and his fellow direc- 
tors on the thorny issue of 
share options. 

“Have faith that you ain’t go- 
ing to get screwed bv the guys 
on this board,” he told a ques- 
tioner at the company’s maiden 
annual meeting who was wor- 
ried about the poten tiall y dila- 
tive effects of Chelsea’s 
executive share option scheme. 

Mr Bates also insisted the 
board was not unstable despite 
the resignation of three direc- 
tors since Chelsea Village, 
owner of the football dub, was 
floated on the Alternative In- 
vestment Market this year. 

The latest departure came a 
fortnight ago when Peter Mid- 
dleton abruptly resigned as 
□on-executive director after 
losing out to Mr Bates in a 
boardroom power struggle. 

Mr Middleton, a leading fig- 
ure in the City, left after Mr 
Bates refused his request to ap- 
■ IL point an independent executive 
V- director to the board following 
the sudden death last month of 
Matthew Harding, the insur- 
ance industry millionaire who 
held a quarter of Chelsea Vil- 
lage's shares. 

Mr Bates told shareholders it 
was “not wise to discuss at the 
present time" the reason far Mr 
Middleton's resignation. 

On the financial front, Mr 
Bates said he did. not expect 
Chelsea Village to be cash pos- 
itive until the development of 
Stamford Bridge, the company’s 
West London stadium, is com- 
pleted in 1998. 

Only after a cash positive po- 
sition was achieved would the 
board consider paying a divi- 
dend, he added. 
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There are two sharply divergent 
schools of thought on Storehouse and 
which one yoa adhere to wfll determine 
whether you thint- the company’s 
- share price slump over the past year 
is wholly justified or one of the bluest 
valuation anomalies on the market 
Having tumbled from 361pm April to 
yesterday’s close of 2753 d, up 6p. 
Storehouse has been one of the worst 
performers in recent months. 

That seems a harsh assessment of a 
company that has grown underlying 
profits from £16m in 1992 to an esti- 
mated £1 26m this year and £145zn next 
time. On the face of it Keith Edehnan, 
former managing director of Carlton, 
has done a tremendous job since join- 
ing Terence Conran's retail rag-bag 
three years ago, cutting costs, fresh- 
ening up the appearance of a tired 
bunch of high street has-beens and 
sharpening buying and merchandising. 

The trouble, according to the bear- 
ish camp, is that Storehouse has grown 
profits without any improvement to the 
top sales line. That matters for two rea- 
sons. First, margin improvements from 
good housekeeping are finite - with- 
out pushing bigger volumes, profits 
growth will falter. It has also triggered 
scepticism about accounting policies 
that have allowed that apparent magic. 

Half-year figures yesterday con- 
firmed the group's difficulty in push- 
ing sales in its remaining Bhs and 
Mothercare stores (it sold Blazer re- 
cently). Same store growth of 3 per cent 
at Bhs and a fall of 2 per cent from 
Mothercare shops showed how de- 
pendent Storehouse is on making a suc- 
cess of deals such as the recent 
acquisition of Childrens World. 
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mhim of up to 20 per cent that the rest 
of the retail sector is enjoying during 
the current consumer boom. This 
does seem to be an anomaly and the 
shares are good value. 

Waddington 
wraps up profits 

Vfaddington, the plastic cups to direct 
mail printing group, is at last shewing 
sjgns of delivering on its promise. Af- 
ter a lengthy period of restructuring and 
investment, including the sale of the 
Monopoly and Cluedo games business 
two years ago, Waddington claims to 
be firing on seven of its eight cylinders. 

This is supported by the announce- 
ment yesterday of pre-tax profits up 36 
per cent to £153m in the six months 
to September. Even stripping out loss- 
makers since disposed of, the under- 
lying rise remains a heal thy 25 per cent. 

The one cylinder still misfir ing as far 
as Wiaddington is concerned is the UK 
cartons business. Profits there fell 15 
per cent despite a 17 per cent rise in 


sales and it is dear that Waddington 
is having difficulty handling the 
supplier rationalisation measures being 
undertaken by big customers like 
Unilever, Nestle and Colgate despite 
its success in winning this much- 
vaunted “pan-European sourcing 
business. Waddington believes things 
will be sorted outby the year-end and 
the cracking performance in Europe, 
where both sales mid profits were up 
tty around a quarter, suggests it may 
be right. Overall, cartons profits were 
up 9 per cent at £4-6oi in the six months. 

The group is less worried about the 
specialist pruning mail-sbat operation, 
where profits down 6 per cent at 
£3.4m were blamed on the installation 
of new bi-iechprcsscs and a leaner mix 
of business. The group's investment 
should leave it well placed to cash in 
on the increasing importance of so- 
phisticated direct man in marketing 
products. But Whddingion has been 
heavily reliant on the one-off bonanza 
created by building society conversions 
and flotations and it remains to be seen 
whether that business can be replaced. 

Elsewhere, both the upmarket plas- 
tic cups to food containers and phar- 
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Eye on the ball: Ken Bates tried to allay fears about the 
potentially dilutive effect of executive share options 


Last week Mr Bates claimed 
to be well on the way to raising 
£30m to continue the develop- 
ment, which had been thrown 
into doubt by Mr Harding’s 
death in a helicopter accident. 

The Stamford Bridge rede- 
velopment involves a 160-bed- 
room hotel, four restaurants, a 
1,000-ca parity banqueting suite, 
a 10,500 sq ft merchandising 
centre, a seven-room business 
centre and 24,000 sq ft of ser- 
viced offices. 

Mr Bates said completion of 
the South Stand by the end of 
1997 would bring Stamford 


Bridge's capacity to 34,000, 
adding that the planned rede- 
velopment of the West Stand 
would increase capacity fur- 
ther to 44,000. 

Designs for the redevelop- 
ment of the West Stand are at 
an advanced stage and a plan- 
ning application to the local 
coimcfl will be made in the first 
week of December. Building 
work should start in May 1997. 

Mr Bates said that when the 
Stamford Bridge development 
was- complete it would be one 
of the most overdeveloped 12- 
acre sites in the world. 
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underlying profit before exceptional 
items (the £20-5m one-off cost of in- 
tegrating Childrens World) by 13 per 
cent to £373m was once again im- 
pressive. Sales were up 14 per cent half 
of that like for like, driven by another 
strong performance from the rapidly 
growing overseas franchise arm. The 
interim dividend rose a tenth to 3 3p. 

Bulls of Storehouse argue that cm- 
irisms of Storehouse's managem ent are 
without foundation and amount to lit- 
tle more than a derision by some an- 
alysts that they don’t like the company. 
They also dismiss the accounting wor- 
ries as scaremongering and suggest the 
recent price fall has made the stock one 
of the best value in the sector. 

On the basis of pre-tax profits this 
year of £126m, the shares stand on a 
prospective price/eamings ratio of 
133, falling to under 12 the following 
year if Storehouse makes £145m_ That 
represents a sizeable discount to the 
market as a whole compsed to the pre- 
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maceuUcals packaging divisions are 
tanking ahead. Profits growth of bj and 
55 percent respectively was driven by 
acquisitions, but new business growth 
is strong. A contract with Boston 
Markets, a US take-away restaurant 
chain, should deliver S25m (£l5m) of 
business by the year-end. 

Fultyear profits of£323m would put 

the shares, up 6p at 2643p, on a 
forward multiple of 12. Good value. 

Wiseman milks 
Scottish market 

In Britain's highly competitive milk mar- 
ket, the strategy of Robert Wiseman 
Dairies certainly stands out from the 
crowd. While Unigate and Northern 
Foods have been scaling down their milk 
operations to cope with the rapid de- 
cline of doorstep deliveries, Wiseman 
has been doing the reverse. Since com- 
ing to the stock market in March 1994. 
Alan Wiseman’s group has been buy- 
ing up smaller dairies to build market 
share. It now has almost half the mar- 
ket in Scotland, a figure that wfll rise 
to around 90 per cent if its proposed deal 
to buy rival dairy, Scottish Pride, is 
deared by the Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission. It is also making a push 
into northern England with a new milk 
processing plant m Manchester. 

Robert Wiseman's advantage over 
its larger rivals is that it has never really 
had much of a doorstep milk business. 
So while rivals have had to cope with 
pa wifi il downsizing, Wiseman has been 
able to concentrate on developing 
state of the art plants to service super- 
market clients. Its Manchester plant is 
geared up to supply 100 per cent of its 
output to the supermarkets. 

Though Wiseman shares have per- 
formed strongly since their flotation in 
March 1994, the outcome of the Scot- 
tish Pride deal is crucial to future per- 
formance. It the deal is cleared the 
group should enjoy several more years 
of earnings growth. If it fails and the 
prize goes to a rival such as MD 
Foods which is very aggressive on 
price, Wiseman could find its margins 
under pressure. A decision from the 
MMC is expected next month. 

In the meantime, acquisitions helped 
boost first-half profits to £6.1m from 
£4.bm_ Like Northern Foods, margins 
hare been hit due to the weak prices 
of bulk cream. On a more positive note 
it has continued to increase sales to 
supermarkets. BZW is forecasting 
full-year profits of £123m. With the 
shares 13p lower at 174pyesteiday they 
trade on a forward rating of 15. Hold. 


makes case for 
0 higher margins 


Tom Stevenson 

City Editor 

Malt whisky maker Glen- 
morangie’s new strategy of 
focusing on higher-margin 
cased sales rather than bulk 
turnover to the whisky blenders 
appeared to pay off in the six 
months to September with 
group sales rising 26 per cent 
and operating profits bounding 
ahead by almost a third. 

Shares in the company, which 
used to be known as Macdon- 
ald Martin Distilleries, jumped 
55p to 815p on the news. 

Geoffrey Maddrell, chair- 
man, said: “These results con- 
firm that the company is on 
course. We are achieving our 
strategy aimed at growth and 
improved quality of earnings 
and are meeting our' planned 
financial targets whilst effecting 
major changes.” 

The fortunes of Scotch 
whisky distiller Glenmorangie 
have been transformed since Mr 
Maddrell, former boss of textiles 
group TootaL was installed as 
chairman in 1994. He shifted the 

t group’s strategy to heavy in- 
, vestment in marketing premium 
grands, including the Glen- 
r morangie and Glen Moray sin- 
gle malls. 

Single malts have been the 
fastest-growing part of an oth- 
erwise stagnant whisky market 
in recent years. According, to die 
Scotch Whisky Association sin- 


gle malts grew by 5 per cent in 
the year to July. Against that 
growth, Glenmorangie in- 
creased sales of cased malt by 
30 per cent. 

The US market continued to 
act as the motor of growth with 
the core brand growing ty 36 
percent in America. In the UK. 
sales in the off-trade were 15 per 
cent higher. That made up for 
slower-than-expected sales in 
India where demand for bot- 
Ued-in-lndia Scotch is growing 
more slowly than anticipated. 

Asia is growing in importance 
as a mantel for Scotch and 
Gleomorangie’s Highland 
Queen brand is big in India. In 
China a joint venture has been 
established to produce whisky 
and local spirits. 

Sales in the period grew 26 
per cent to £22 .8m with cased 
sales within that total increas- 
ing by 69 per cent. Operating 
profit increased by 32 per cent 
to £5.42m while after a rise in 
interest payable, pre-tax prof- 
its were 7 per cent higher at j 
£43 m. 

While maintaining some tra- j 
ditions. such as its insistence on 
maturing its whisky in Ozark ! 
Mountain north-racing . white > 
oaks, Glenmorangie has taken ! 
the axe to outdated bottling and > 
packaging facilities and forested 
heavily in modern production 
facilities on a new 32-acre ate. 
Mr Maddrell said he was con- 
fident of a buoyant Christmas. 


• Shares in NSM raore than halved at one stage yesterday after 
the mining group wanted it expected to make a loss in the half 
year to September and announced it was in talks with its banks. 
The group said the US investment bank PaineWebber had been 
appointed io sell its US operations, which was likely to be done 
at a “substantial” discount to net assets. Other assets are also being 
lined up for sale. The discussions with bankers centre on the group’s 
immediate short-term wotting capital requirements and the cap- 
ital structure resulting from the proposed disposal. NSM said its 
main business would be in south Wales, supported by opencast 
mining operations in England and Scotland after the latest deals. 


mining operations in England and Scotland : 
The shares dosed at 23p, down 193p. 


• Avesco, the television facilities group, is tapping shareholders 
for £7.1m to finance its capital expenditure programme and re- 
duce gearing which stood at 45 per cent in September. Shares in 
the Dladnv and open offer are being allocated on a two-for-seven 


the placing and open offer are being aDocated on a two-for-seven 
basts at 282p. The group said it had spent £63m on capital 
equipment and investments in the six months to September. It 
now planned around £5m of capital expenditure, including Sony 
Jumbo Iron screens and new projection and camera equipment 
Further consideration of $13m (£900,000) may also be due on 
its minority investments next year, the group said. Avesco an- 
nounced that profits had more than doubled to £1.76m in the six 
months to September and it is raising the interim dividend by a 
third to 2p. 

• Argent, the property group, has sold a retail park to mutually- 
owned life insurer Scottish Widows for £293m. The price 
fetched for the Mayflower retail park in Basildon represented a 
premium to book value. Argent said. The deal is Scottish Widows’ 
first foray in the sector. 

• Development Securities* Milton & Shire House is fully let after 
the completion yesterday of a letting of 60,000 square feet to 
Linklaters & Paines, the City law firm. The rite was bought in 
1994 on behalf of Haus Invest, an open-ended property fund of 
Commerzbank, Germany's third biggest bank. 

• Macdonald Hotels, which came to the market in March, 
announced a 15 per cent rise in profits for the half year to 
September, during which it acquired five hotels to take its port- 
folio to 22. Occupancy in the six-month period of 68 per cent was 
achieved at an average room rate of £42.64 to give an average 
yield per room of £29.04, up4 per cent on the previous year. Tne 
shares, which came to the market at 145p, closed Ip higher at 

211p. . . 
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Babcock returns 
to the black 
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Magnus Crimond 

Restructuring in its German ma- 
terials handlin g business has 
helped push Babcock back into 
(he black, but ihe famous en- 
gineering group surprised ana- 
lysts by halving its interim 
» dividend just a year after restor- 
w ing the payment. 

A Profits before exceptional 
^*l items came in at £2.7® in the 
sis months to September, re- 
placing a loss of £17.1ffl in the 

immediately preceding period. 

The interim dividend is being 
cut from L25p to 0.625p, whidi 
the companv says reflects, the 
fall in earning? following the 
£26m exceptional profit gained 


last time from the sale of the 
Renfrew-based boiler making 
business. 

John Parker, chairman, said: 
“The rebahOitaiion programme 
has been tougher and more de- 
manding than was envisaged at 
the outset. However, in the 
last six months we have 
achieved a number of positive 
developments.' 1 

The turnaround has seen the 
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a loss of£14m in the last fullyear, 
mainly in- Germany, with 
£ 985 , 000 profits in the latest pe- 
riod- Mr Pariter said they had cut 
40 percent of the German work- 
force and appointed Dr Gemot 

S<±afer as its managing direct or. 
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You gat a much wanner response when you 
travel and command more rasped in business, 
H yon speak another language. U also helps 
greatly wffb school progress. 

But many people are put off learning a language 
because they fear it takes too long, will be too 
difficult or bluntly, wfll be boring. 

Why? Because traditional methods have often 
put too much emphasis on pure reading and 
writing. The common complaint is "I can read a 
bit of French -but l can’t speak it 0 

Accelerated Learning is a very different method, 
based on Nobel Prize winning research. You 
leam the wty you leaned English - through a 
unique combination of seeing, hearing and 
doing. 


ALL THE WAYS TO LEARN 


Physical Learning. By imitating the actions on 
a unique video ana repeating the phrases you 
see on super titles, you leam key vocabulary 
quickly and easily, watching and imitating is how 
you started to speak as a child. 

Auditory Learning. You listen to a series of 
realistic and intriguing radio plays on 12 
cassettes. You become absorbed in the story 
aral motivated to hear whafs next The plays 
cover all the important situations you'll meet and 
you absorb vocabulary easily in a natural way. 

There are parts you can practise in the car and 
even a part where the story is repeated to music, 
a technique that involves the left brain (words & 
logic} and the right brain (music and creativity). 
The words become as eaty to remember as a 
song. 

Visual Learning, in your course the foreign 





Total lmnrivemeut There are dozens ot games 
and activities to get you using your new 
language in natural and enjoyable ways. One, the 
Name Game, unlocks the meaning of thousands 
of words from the very first day. 

Ifs the unique multi-media combination that 
engages your whole brain and gets you 
speaking confidently in such a short time. And 
fluent communication gives you a wonderful 
sense of achievement. 


PROVE IT TO YOURSELF 


We invite you to order with 
/ /free\ yhis reassurance. We will not 
L p^rmALTftJprocess your cheque or credit 
card for at least 15 days after 
we dispatch your course, if you 
are not completely satisfied that this is toe 
fastest and most enjoyable' way to leam a 
language, simply return the programme and you 
will have paid nothing. That's how sore we are. 


THE METHOD WORKS 


fltorattoa News says, 'ifs radically different - 
there are so many features about it that 
recommend it to the teamer." The Baakere 
Institute of New Zealand says, 'Accelerated 
Learmno is the new compenthB weapon' 

Mensa says, Ts revolutionary. " The Daily Mail 
reported that "Children using Accelerated Learning 
are rating ahead.' The results are spectacular." 

BBC and iTV news recently reported on a school 
where Jtfin Mgs more students using Accelerated 
Leaning Courses got top marks compared with 
those using conventional courses. 

Aastralian TV news reported “Astonishing 
fluency. "They did two years work in three 
months.' 

Hundreds ot companies for whom proficiency is 
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alongside. It helps you absorb the words 
natu rally and easily. Then key phrases are vividly 
aid memorably illustrated through 'Memory 
Maps*. When you recan toe images, you recall i 
the words. 1 
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OfltoraLangtegs cause 


general training - such as Air UK, Boeing, Boots, 
Esso, IBM, Kodak, 1GI. Rover, Glaxo, Sony, Tesco, 
Nestle, Uoyds Bank etc. 


FLUENCY COMES QUICKLY 


Can you really speak well in 3v : weeks? Yes, 
tire record so tor was 31 hours of study to pass 
the Institute of Linguists Preliminary Certificate. 
Think what you could achieve in a month! 
Ortiertoday on FREEPHONE (0800) 502020 
(24 hours) or use the coupon below. 

[French □ German □"! 
■ Spanish* □ Italian □ > 


A 



send jin: 

•The Secret of Leaning a 
language-aflinvalifitoie 


alarm dock wth Braid 


l .The Physiol laming 
L Video- ttatonmases 
| you d the language. 

1 A total bonus value of C9! 


RfflMMBEflfflMnESIlO 


The accelerated learning method 


A£Ca^AJE) 1£A»6HG SYSTEMS LTD, » ftyteskay tetBa C&rtno, Jtytesfavy. fads QP22 5AH Mfb0tt&p&les(in2S6)E3t177 


□ One fufl paymenc of £99 (ptes £530 24HR Defivety) - 
Toto£lW50lffl □ An ami deposit oC £3330 (induc6ng 
24J3i Oetfvery) tolowed by 3 consecutive mantoty paymas ot 
CM each (Total £11050) Cretfn Carts Only 

I enclose nry cheque tor £ or debit my 

Visa/Access card Expiry date / 

CARD NO ' 

Mr/Mrs/Ms 

Address 


Signature ■ 

SOfflte: ACCELERATED LEARNING SYSTEMS. S , 
FREEPOST, AYLESBURY JUCKS. HP22 4BR |l 
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Long-standing policyholders do 
not deserve much compensation 


T eas of billions ol pot 
are being handeo out to 
the owners of Britain's 
insurance companies and 
building societies as they con- 
vert to conventional companies 
with ordinary shareholders. 

Yet it is extraordinary that, 
with so much at stake, and sev- 
en years after the first large- 
scale demutualisation, there 
is still a complete muddle over 
how to distribute the proceeds 
fairly lo to the owners- the pol- 
icyholders, depositors and bor- 
rowers. 

Building societies have al- 
ready thrown up a fair share of 
anomalies in the way they pay 
their former owners for agree- 
ing to give up mutual status. 

Abbey National was the first 
to convert to a bank in 19S9. 
and gave a flat-rate reward in 
shares to all qualifying cus- 
tomers, regardless of how 
much business they did with the 
society. Other societies decid- 
ed the fairest way was to relate 

g aymems to the size of ment- 
ors' deposits and loans, until 
Alliance & Leicester caused a 
row last month by switching 
back to flat-rate payments, just 
like Abbev National. 

But these differences among 
the building societies abour 
what constitutes fairness pale 
huo insignificance beside those 
thrown up by life insurers, 
where questions of compensa- 
tion are proving far more com- 
plicated. 

Norwich Union will be the 
first life insurer to float on the 
stock market, but many others 
have already dropped mutual 
status to allow themselves to be 
bought by another company. In 
all cases*, with-profits policy- 
holders, the owners, must be 
compensated for giving up 
control. 

Most people have assumed 
that payments should be larg- 
er for those who have been 
members for a long time and 
have built up substantial funds. 
This follows the conventional 
building society model (ex- 
cluding, of course, the anom- 
alies of Alliance & Leicester 
and Abbey National). 


Jim Stretton, chief executive 
of Standard life, has thrown 
the cat among the pigeons by 
suggesting that the ibir method 
for insurance companies is ex- 
actly the opposite of the com- 
monly accepted practice. 

Mr Stretton has an axe to 
grind because he is a deter- 
mined opponent of demutual- 
isation. But he says the shorter 
the time a policyholder has 
been with a company and the 
lower the funds built up, the 
higher the compensation 
should be. Perverse though 
this sounds, there is a com- 
pelling logic to it, which derives 
ultimately from the different 
behaviour of building societies 
and life insurers. 

Many building societies have 
run themselves just like banks, 
accumulating large reserves to 
expand their businesses, in- 
stead of handing their profits 
back to their owners in the form 
of lower mortgage interest and 
higher deposit rates. 

The characteristic that sets 
mutual insurers apart from 
building societies is that they 
have always routinely distrib- 
uted most of their profits to 
their policyholders through 
annual and terminal bonuses. 

There is a fuzzy dividing 
line, because insurers also build 
up their reserves to acertain ex- 
tent from their profits, as their 
bus in esses grow. But the basic 
philosophy, that the financial 
success of the organisation 



Peter 

Rodgers 

‘Mr Stretton 
argues that 
payments 
should be 
reduced with 
the length of 
time a policy 
has been held’ 


should be shared with cus- 
tomers each year, is much 
more evident among insurers 
than building societies. 

Some building societies have 
belatedly realised that this is the 
only way to justify the contin- 
uation of mutual status, and 
have begun to distribute their 
profits Ity giving cheaper deals 


on mortgages, and better de- 
posit rates. 

Mr Stratum's argument is 
that long-standing policyhold- 
ers of mutual insurance soci- 
eties have already received 
their fair rewards as ownecs, be- 
cause the societies' profits have 
been used over the years to im- 
prove their bonuses. Indeed, he 
goes further, and says the pol- 
icyholders who deserve the 
most compensation are those 
who have taken out policies just 
ahead of demutualisation. 
Therefore payments to polity- 
holders for accepting demutu- 
alisation should be structured 
so they reduce with the length 
of time a policy has been held. 

Mr Stretton says: "The cus- 
tomer whose policy matures 
one day before ^ iti mikatirm 
takes place deserves no com- 
pensation, because his or her 
policy has been fulfilled under 
the terms and conditions be or 
she originally contracted for. 
However, anyone who has just 
taken out a policy, or who 
may be committed to the 
process of taking out a policy, 
suffers the greatest change 
and the greatest risk that the 
outcome for them may be sub- 
stantially worse than they were 
originally led to expect.” 

In other words, a policy- 
holder who has recently joined 
is shortchanged by the loss of 
mutuality. Having signed up ex- 
pecting the long-term benefits 
of mutual ownership, the pol- 


With-profit policy performance 1986-95 


Percentage of average payout 

Endowment assurances 
Mutuals . 102.8 

Proprietary 92.2 '••••" ,.v - 


Persona) pensions 
102.3 • *-. k 
97.5 


Total . 
± 02.6 
973. 


Expense ratios % 


Acquisition* 

Renewal** 


1995’ "•••</ 

Mutual. Proprietary 

72.2 103.9 

5 :V/:'7.3 : ‘ 


Mutual 
77.7 ‘ 
5.1 


1991 


Lapse rates 1995 % 

. Mutual'- 

Fust year .. 5 -3 0; 

Average ' 5-4 •« ! . 

*of new business +*af tuastir# business 


Proprietary 
- 83 
.73 


Proprietary 
1013 . 
8.4 - 


Source: Standard Lite 


icyholder becomes just anoth- 
er customer of an ordinary 
company. The longer the pol- 
icy has to run after conversion, 
the more the cumulative short- 
fall wfll be. 

This argument only stands 
up if there Is evidence that mu- 
tual societies produce better re- 
sults than proprietary insurers. 
It is certainly true that 10 per 
cent of the profits in the life 

funds of proprietary companies 

belong to shareholders, where- 
as the entire amount belongs 
to with-profits policyholders m 
a mutual company. 

Michael Doerr, chief exec- 
utive of Friends Provident, cal- 
culates that his mutual 
policyholders receive 15 per 
cent more in bonuses than 
they would after a switch to 
proprietary ownership. There 
is a gearing effect, because 
friends is owned by a dimin- 
ishing percentage of its cus- 
tomers- The proportion of 
with-profits policies on the 
books is falling as it diversifies 
into other areas of insurance. 

Last month, Thelndepatdem 
published research by John 
Chapman, a former senior of- 
ficial at the Office of Fair 
Tr ading, showing that mutual 
societies produced better re- 
turns for their customers. Mr 
Stratton produces similar evi- 
dence tint mutuals pe rf o rm 
better than the rest (see table). 

If Mr Stratton is right, com- 
panies such as Scottish Equi- 
table, that have paid nothing to 
new policyholders and most to 
those who have been with the 
society a long time, have got it 
back to front. 

If there is so much dis- 
agreement about the funda- 
mentals, perhaps a halt should 
be called to the demutualisa- 
tion process while the actuar- 
ial and insurance professions 
sort out who owns what and 
how much they are owed. 

Otherwise, when somebody 
does establish to everyone’s sat- 
isfaction what fairness means, 
vast numbers of people noil find 
they have been robbed and oth- 
ers will have received rewards 
they do not deserve. 


Headed for divorce, but , 

Pammy keeps her bottle 

ppnPT.E & BUSINESS^ 


Readers will have heard of 
the highly 'publicised ma ri tal 


i Anderson and her tat- 
tooed rock star husband, 
Tbmrny Lee. 

You may not have realised, 
however, the threat this bad 
publicity represents to 
Richard Branson’s Virgin 
Cola, which, introduced the 
“Pammy” cola bottle last Feb- 
ruary, based on Anderson's 
curvaceous form. - 
Nick Kirkbride, managing 
director of Virgin Cola, 
glossed over Anderson’s mar- 
ital difficulties yesterday, say- 
ing: “We still love her.” 

Asked whether Lee, the 
drummer with Motley Croe, 
would make a suitable substi- 
tute as a cola, bottle, or 
whether Virgin would change 
the Pammy bottle, Mr Kirk- 
bride said: “Pm not sure what 
Tbmmy Lee would look like, 
or whether it would be legal 
to put him in the shape of a 
bottle.” 

American businessmen often 
appear brash and setf-publi- 
dang, but few can equal John 
E Iinlay for sheer impacL 
Mr Imlay is over here to 
posh his book Jungle Rules: 
How to be a Tiger in Business, 
a light and amusing read. It 
tells how he turned around 
his computer software com- 
pany, MSA, from bankruptcy 
to seO it far S333m. 

It also recounts how he 
used to dress up in costumes . 
and use wQd animals, espe- 
cially tigers, to liven up his 
motivational seminars. “The 
tiger bit a woman and 
dragged her across the patio. 

I take goldfish now.” 

Thars one way of livening 
up the sales force, I suppose. 

Oliver Ashworth. Maocbes- - 
ter-based valve makers, is- 
sued Its float prospectus on 
Tuesday - but only jusL 
The finished draft of the 
pricing document was deliv- 
ered to printers Williams Lea 
on Monday evening, and 
copies should have been 
ready for inspection the fol- 
lowing morning. 

In the event they were not 



Hie good old days: Pamela Anderson and Tommy Lee 

Granada announced its ftrsl 
results following the acquisi- 
tion of Forte. 

A year ago nearly to thi 
dav. Sir Rocco was also in the 
north, preparing ti» 8» 
fog. when Granada an- 
nounced its results and U> 
£3.3bn bid for Forte. 

This time Sir Rocco due® t 
have so much to worry about, 
and certainly won't be forced 
to hurry back to London. 


ready until Tuesday after- 
noon, for one simple reason. 
Williams Lea was taken over 
by an American company on 
Monday, and the Americans 
were too busy handing out 
P45s at the printing plant to 
allow the Oliver Ashworth 
prospecti to be printed. 

Happily everything has now 
been sorted out- Oliver Ash- 
worth, led by chief executive 
Roger McDowaU and com- 
mercial director Philip Mc- 
Dowall, is backed by the likes 
of Rothschilds venture capi- 
ta), with 23 per cent, and 
MAM Private Equity, with 6 
per cent. Let’s hope they can 
complete the float before 
they too get gobbled up. 

Scmttons, the engineering 
and shipping group, is plan- 
ning to float off its manned 
guarding business on AIM. 
Given the business is a tiddler 
by stock market standards, it’s 
good to see that Scruttons 
chairman, Sir Peter Parker, is 
keeping the publicity side in 
the family. 

The company has retained 
three spokespeople from top 
City spin doctors Brunswick 
to oversee the float Sir Pe- 
ter’s son, Alan Parker, is the 

proprietor of Brunswick. 

Sr Rocco Porte and his Ital- 
ian wife, Altai, took the train 
north from. London to York- 
shire on Wednesday, the day 


Gordon CampbelL the chief 
executive at Courtaulds, is 
sporting a swish new suit in a 
subtie shade of olive green. 

Mr Campbell tells me that 
the suit is made of Tencel, 
Courtauids’s new wonder fi- 
bre made in a plant in Korea. 
Tencel “feels like silk but is 10 
times more hard-wearing", or 
something like that. j 

The Courtaulds boss or- 
dered the suit last Tuesday 
morning and it was ready by 
Thursday afternoon, a won- 
der of Far Eastern service. 

Mr Campbell contrasts this 
with his experience this week,- 
when he took some shirts in 
to be cleaned at a dry clean- 
ers in London. 

When asked when he want- 
ed them back, he said: "Next 
week." 

“Just as well. Wc can’t do 
them till next Wednesday," 
was the reply. 

John Willcock 
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A new Harwood 
takes control 


“Fve never been to Manton,” 
Amanda Perrett says as the 
- Land Reiver wades through the 
rand towards the highest point 
■ of the Coombelands training 
; complex, “but they say that 
this place certainly rivals it." 

_ It is not a point worth argu- 
ing. An aerial photograph on 
the wall of the main office, in 
winefi the buildings and braes 
• sp ace the size of a postage 

; stop amid a wrapping sheet of 

gallops and schooling grounds, 

' gives an idea of the scale of 
Coombelands. Only from the 
top of the main gallop, howev- 
er, is it possible to appreciate 
fully the transformation 
wrought on a hillside of Sussex 
farmland by Guy Harwood, 
Amanda's rather, in the 30 or 
so years since he started to train 

horses here. 

“We\e got 150 acres of 
maintained gallops land," his 
daughter says, “four all-weath- 
er gallops which everyone says 
are the best they’ve ever ridden 
on, and numerous others on 
grass which can be irrigated 
from our ponds. We’ve got 
beautiful fences on the school- 
ing grounds, a swimming pool, 
horse-walker, and an American 
bend which really helps with the 
two-year-olds." 

What they have also got, de- 
spite Coombelands' relative 
youth, is the whiff of history 
The names.of the horses which 
passed through Guy Harwood’s 
hands here in the late 1970s and 
1980s reduce punters of a cer- 
tain age to a misty-eyed mood 
of reminiscence, rather like a 
football fan reflecting on the 
Liverpool side of the same era. 

There was RousiUon, To 
Agon Mou. Kal aglow, Sadeem, 
Warning, and, above all, Danc- 
ing Brave, who swept through 


Greg Wood on a top trainer’s daughter 
now in chaige at Coombelands stables 


die summer and autumn of 
1986 after being robbed of vic- 
tory in the Derby at Epsom by 
a hideous pilot error. 

It is tempting to imagine 
Harwood senior taking his 
daughter to this same vantage 
po int above the estate at around 
this time and, with a wide sweep 
of the arm, declaring solemnly: 
“One day, Amanda, all this 
will be yours.” Unlikely, perr 
haps, since solemnity is not an 
obvious family trait, but what is 
certaio is that the day has now 
arrived. Two weeks ago, the li- 
cence at Coombelands passed 
down a generation, and at 26 

R3CHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Rangitftei 
(AscotljM) ■ 

NB: Cadougoid 
(Ascot 3.40) 

years of age -a year older than 
was her father at the same 
point in his career - Amanda 
Perrett assumed control of one 
of Britain’s finest yards. 

Very few trainers start out so 
young, and even fewer with 
such facilities and experience 
behind them. Some might ac- 
tually prefer to set off with a 
handful of horses in one of 
Lambourn’s more anonymous 
stables, and find their way with- 
out the burden of history or ex- 
pectation. For this new trainer, 
though, nowhere else would 
do, not least since her marriage 
to Mark Perrett, the stable’s res- 
ident jump jockey for niany 
years until Ks retirement in Feb- 
ruary and the man who rode 
Dancing Brave and Hhmiag in 


all their work. Amanda's name 
is on die licence, but the 
for success wiH be a team i 

“Marks had so ranch , 
experience, which is a real 
bonus," she says. “He's ridden 
at almost every course in the 
country, so he knows which 
track will suit which horse. It's 
alsoa real art to judge bew good 
a horse is on the gallops, and 
there's do-otc better than Mm. " 

Between them, the Perretts 
have taken much of the re* 
spoosibflity for the stable’s Na- 
tional Hunt, string for several 
years. ‘TSfe've had a really good 
grounding,'* she says, “and as 
Dad has gradually cut down to 
40' or SO horses we've had a lot 
more to do with the running of 
the yard. The only thing that wffl 
really change is that instead of 
us offering advice and Dad 
malffng the final decisions, it’ll 
be rhe other around He can 
come on quite sarong with his 
advjce, but in the end he’ll say. 
“it’s up to you. how, you decade". 

There is little sense of pres- 
sure to succeed just confidence 
that they wilL “Obviously, we're 
expected to do well,” Mark 
says, “but that’s because of 
what’s gone cm here before. If 
it doesn’t happen, I suppose 
everyone will put it down to ..." 
It is as far as be gets. “We wiB 
do it,” Amanda interrupts. 
“We’ve got some really nice 
homes. We win do it - Once 
again, no argument is necessary. 

The horses expected to do it 
during the winter months in- 
dude Amaodo and Fme Thyne, 
while the Perretts hope to hear 
within a couple of weeks 
whether they, will receive any 



Vista of Inheritance: Stark and Amanda Perrett overlook land made famous by Harwood triumphs on the trade 


Photograph: Robert Hallam 


yearlings from Khalid Abdullah, 
the mainstays of the yard 
throughout its glory years. 
;e is always difficult," 
says, “but the owners 
have been very supportive. We 
really like our owners to get in- 
volved with the training, and we 
want people to come down to 
see what we have to offer.” Or, 
as Mark puts it, “if they come 
and see the horses for them- 
selves, they know we’re not 
telling them porky pres." 

As all too many owners have , 


discovered down the years, im- 
peccable breeding is never a 
guarantee of success on the 
track. Determination, though, 
often finds its reward, and there 
is no shortage of that at 
Coombelands. “1 expect you’ll 
be riding out three Jots every day 
now, won’t you. Dad?”, Aman- 
da says as her father enjoys his 
mid-morning coffee. “WeU, you 
might get me on one,” he an- 
swers. “Come on," she chides in 
return, “you know we don’t 
employ part-timers here.” 


ASCOT 

2^Uk Large Action is a classy animal 
but he has not mn for more than a 
year and must be at a fitness dis- 
advantage w ith th e iiketv favourite. 
CASTLE SWEEP. The latter looked 
better than ever when surging clear 
of his rivals in a valuable event at 
Chepstow a fortnight ago and now 
be can strengthen his claims to be 
a Champion Hurdle contender. 
Neither none, though, would like 
the ground drying out any further. 

am 

3.10: Dandng Paddy usually per- 


HYPERION’S 



forms well cm this track but would 
prefer mud In contrast, t his su rface 
entirely suits STORM ALERT Adri- 
an Maguire's mount held on well 
bom Big Man here earlier this 
month and is difficult to oppose. 


3-40: With Romancer and a couple 
of other early-paced sorts in this 
field, a fast-run contest is assured. 
The top weight is certainly to he 
feared but lire pace will verv much 
suit CHARMING GIRL. She dis- 
appointed when running too freely 
on her reappearance here three 
weeks ago, but her trainer Oliver 
Sherwood says he will be fitting her 
with a new hit today to help Jamie 
Osborne hold her up for a late chal- 
lenge. Executive Design, who has 
had a reccm mo on ihe Flat, is a big 
danger. Mary Reveley’s four-year- 
old progressed well last season. 


JLOO Regal Pursuit 
L35 Random Harvest 
2-10 Flying Gunner 


mm. 

HYPERION 

2AO Castle Sweep 

340 Stonri Alert 

340 CHARMMG ORL (nap) 


tost often oufiner owrttntier last nam. came home by 10 tengths on her mapoewance at 
tte same 1 course Hot momh. Jtek Henderson's runner a atoo open to myraafflanc. Royal 
Rw«. runner-up to Goyo Fame at Foramen last March, tins not bean out dnea but Joan 
StfferU can te reflect upon u> produce turn Ik and the (toyuv-oid w* now been wed ictntad. 
Chief eata afl be the batter tor tits jumps* debut beWnd Sounds. Ute at HBretad and the 
lan&r trip wfl be a hep. Selection: RANGTOKH 


GOING: Oood (Good to Firm In places). " . 

■ Right-tarn) course with testing uphill finish. 

■ Creme Is nr Junction of A3E9 mlAS30. Sutwn «&*» cotnae.Al>mSSIOfi: item- 
ber» SlfifJankjt Members I&-S5 yews, haff prior Grandstand & Paddock £10; Stiver 
Ring S3. CAH PARK: No* 1, 2 A 344, remainder tea. 


■I&ADCT6 , ntAmf0t8WIl’HVJNNE*S:NTwiauo-IMea-l0whsaBMtvmB0rxm- 
ntrs gives ttticcMbreQo of I7-8H anti « trofiLtoa-Sllc wl J tofcr o f «2I .71;D Mrh nlan n 
- lSatmawOl rume»,24^-safi6; JGWbrd-MirtRoen, 108hBuie«. 1&«K.-S37.7fi;' 
Jf rtpe - 13 Winners. 6-T runnas, 33.3%, -til 740. 

■ LEADING JOCXETB: J Obbona - 28 vine, 104 rtdesi +S2&34; A Vagrtre — 
i 6 wins, flO rides, 1 7.8W, 437^09; KDanfroodr- 16 wim*lXW. tides, 16.7%, -547.33; A P 
McCoy- M«lr*62«ie»,;B%,+S37.82- . 

BUNKERED TOST TDABrltene. 

WDtNERS IN raBUCT rami DAS& None. . 

tONG-DIStAlKS BJJNJWS: PkJvxpam UtorfStf); Jwbeoi oemSM mica by A Wh Dm 

horn NewmlO-oaSIling, Borden. . ■ 


L00 


TRAVELLING THE TURF RACECOURSE OF TIC YEAR CON- 
DII10NA1JDCXEYS NOVICE HURDtE (GLASS C)£SyOOO added 
an'4f •• 


321-AU RMtOIWB filQ n 0*1 J N MvM c Itan 5 11 12 . 
523 WUVfQ(r»«iakta«iaid0r4U4. 


34-423 0<EF«M£(aB)(TGKCcnOiictionU9J(rSta>4U4. 
M OKMOREMAN (!B)(AHty)JGI9M5U4. 


02- BOWL RfflffN (2*2} [A 0 Wfifefl J OOcvti 5 11 4 . 

42-1 RBML PURSUIT (33j(D»iY Tracey) NHendwon 5 11 3. 


m 


IKKOm (taftwotf Oaks fc MMrtkri lid) H TtaptansS 10 13 - 
-7r 


rHNDBwrn 

— KBKSB 


BETTING: S-2 ItiretftM. Ihftl Pmrit, 4-1 Royal arena, 7-1 CUeT tide, 10-r Mm, tea Men 
Urn, 12-1 Sotaxtao. 

isos iMfr 8 io m a«ms4 u emo e m 

FORM GUIDE 

lUNGlTUtagptoirilwmarkatMatltst Rassn m the last of few bumper nms m 1995-96 
and. nftera fourlft Dotard take Kart&a at Chepsroie on tta nurdfing tom jusaSedttaouridam 
bade at the LmcoinsfSre tot**: thouft he would have finished only second except tortXus- 
no lopping over at the final fllftL He toOoMd up undar 12st tn a novice handicap at Taw- 
castor, bemjg Mr Poppiam m kngttn easing up. Them Js probably bettor s# to coma 
from Charter Mann's charge and tha longer dbance nfl suit. Regal Pursuit 20 lengths 
dear of tlto ttsnJ when beaten fiw lengths ty Arctic Mdd et Ruranon or Fsbruvy on ihe 


OKI CHARLES DMOS NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE (CUSS Q 
\±^2}£10fl00 added 3m Uoyris 
■ 1 31J53-3 BUCNiOlBEBorfraflhs Booty Boj^NTias&ivDaaes 6120 CU— tf ya 

2 23204-1 BMDXABOY n (Dent Bxr0 D Hdiohso B 10 12 (5a4 AHrrm 

3 .421-113 MOfff-SHFRPawwHBartnefltteSSmthFlOS Rktadtet 

4 4-12323 UICKrtnMmCPDMntiXMvSlDS CODmv 

5 ID- umiMMHiinanBifHf ChmiytarMM ^M wnfttMaafnx - tatibSM 

B S426-2 »UOOaH«WSrt20ttCCa<*fco5ltaURewfcy710D .pamgier 

7 (MF2F MW0II KEYf7) tffM Bfc) J>rMrB6 IQt) _ iOCbome 

-7dKlNM- ' 

MUun i*Vit: lOst im hanlcap eejfia: Rarntn Hsnest fin 13t. Mmr (fcy Sk Tfc. 

-■ERMt.' M-Bncttnaw flofc 7-2 Ba%oa BS)^4A ttwriaai timaet, B-l MMqhSUp, 132 ladgr , 
B—reiMiMaJtaittaiamwtan ■ • ■ 

UOS^OocB[)j|nim61112RQuDino47-2(KSalEV)Stan . . 

v. . rewt'anDE^ 

B^dio ui a aby-wM a dacerfnBythgnbideeliwiler ttHawn, sco rin g t tiea omes ana *n- 
tetangiffiti behind Unjanoe m the Sw Ahance Nwdte at the Chetmnhiwi Festut «Me lw 
wound up wtih »md to Pleasure Shared at Mnaaa. Ihe sh-yaar-okl wW haw benefited 
tom tit tat ran owr fences whan last of three behind Sea More Buwwse at Chepstow and 
tw kroW oerlaln to be aontwig befcre long. However, he is on 12a In hn fira tantUcep aid 
has a toudtttah wearing 16>) to BUUftBt BOV. Dand Udwteon'siuwer made «s fenc- 
ing debut in a hancficap over SSffrdy fiather a Towoester ei^n days ago and, despite hh 
lack of onperience, made it a *4 rming one. Jumping wA and raiying gamely to ptpAnJcroney 
Chref a ner*. the selecwn cen only preeess with that eflbrt under Ms ba« end Is pornd 
for a feitouMg) oB a 5to hoher raong. Mony-SMp tended his firet mo races tNe term, st . 
Wetherby and CMtenham, wham he uvtved a bad blunder, and ha rsrv wry wel when 
thbd m naanae Shared and Aiouid The Qeie at WoreasMr. He gas 7lb tram Bebyiea Bcv 
and looto dangereus. Nuntaoi raider RandsoM Hanast had the remahder a long way in 
arreero when beaten a couple of tenffts by the useful Porta's Bay (a steUemete ot Ballytea 
Bay) over an extended two and a half mties at Wetherby and wl be suited tjf the stejHgi 
tarfiaance. fielartioir BAU.YLEA BOY 

230 

1 2F3M1 

2 2541 

3 P 

4 43442-1 

5 4834-23 

6 

7 3-343R2 
8- 02042 
9 B0- 


ID 00-3 mremnraMEfteaorhAtiNtaaaHtamSlOlS DMfeater 

U 1-1 SomEBEaMMCMD(PJVl«)Kaaiq>4l011 jCODwrer 

-UdMtaed- 

BETTMfe 11-4 FtytngteaaB, 9-2 Jet Boys, 11-2 CBoie'sCnKader. 6-1 Myveadrx, 152 5em«e 
C>Bm,7-l Cta ils P s iWit, 12<l P i irt ft u »i e ( 14-10BOBlQ,lM.cOier». 

UBS fixtxw 5 10 12 y Osborne 7-1 10 Shmod) 9 m 
FORM GUIDE 

Ftytag Gnawer shotid apin ohe care of let Days (5fl> better) . whom he deteated eaefiy by 
«ghr Jerwiu over trts dweance et Chepawv two mselcs a& but he might not beat G4R. 
OLES CRUSADEH, who fnefted tan out at Stratton! t2m 6f 110yd) before thaL They meet 
on the same terms. Carole's Crusader, who waa appearing hr the tat Oma since Apnl then, 
wflUtBimve and she floes for Ws in preference to tne opener. Mtywmrf'sMt find this tougher 
than when he scored et Uoacter {2mJ on lie Jumpaig debut two weeks ag> bu tfsxJd propgnese. 
Kim Bafiey's-huidRig racist. Srqmnw Chma, win nor o# bumpers at Sligo in Juie and u 
BCfiawwown the Mowing month. MB Know He new job. Safaetien: QlflOtgS CBOSAOER 


oiy|7>] COOPERS &UfBRAND ASCOT HURDLE (CLASS 5Bg| 
T—-l\ A) (Grade 2) £25,000 added 2ra 4f 


4 32.115-1 CALUSOC BAT (22) (D) iR Wxesi 0 SheraOCd 7 11 4 

5 1WK SPDMNGSnEUlDKniMicCAme-imslPRDdfardOlOO SBumMtih 

-SdtdBod- 

U-nlm-jm msffz. lOst True hsnSzjp w&gz Scmwifi Saal fla Sfll 

BETTMO: 7-4 SloreiAliiit, 9-4 CdtaoeBqr, 41 SouoiIRaMBe, B-l Dancing PMU|y, 50-1 Splmibig Steal 

1995: «rm 8 ID 7 A P W ,? KMx) 4 

FORM GUIDE 

STORM ALERT landed the United House Construction Handicap Chase tor the third tune 
when narroniy aosounting for Mac on res reappeaianni over couree ana dstonoe three 
weete ago- He gpm ctt only a 3a> W0Kf mare today, storm Alert was not taraetf when 
tavowite end tailed oil last of fair tnshen ro Coullon here in Apra and. judged ton ha hat- 
es ef ton. should turn that tom around witti Ihe bur-Jengdi thirl. Dancing Paddy, wtw has 
won over fences and lunfles here. Wflh Sow) RavoBe kkely to need Die race end Spin- 
ning stm 20fi> wrong m the weigns. second spot can go to CwOaoe Bay. Oliwr Sher- 
wood's seien-jesr-oid has not cute developed m o the arum efuser ttnugi he did score 
three times m 1995-96 and also at S&attad on h& return. bBaimgSaulhaRipton e couple 
c# tenths under 12 sl Caftsoe Bay gets Bib horn Storm Aleot bui a not me saten of lenesra 
am these obstacles Blot some jtinpng, SMactianr STORM ALERT 


11133-1 CASHESWH7 (13) [ty(lbid VesTO# DNchotafl 5110 

311202 RaMDQE(ran{ltaQaf8smPanrashp)MI*«pBdgi7U0 BPmxa 

11ZVU- ' URGE ACTION (371) {CD) (B T Smut-faMil 0 ShBnaood BUD JtMmw 

4AEP45 MUSE (13) (CD) (Wh* Hose Raong LaJ D Qsvolh 9 11 0 PUatay 


3-40 


LADBROKE TRIAL HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS B) 
£10000 added 2m 110yds 


BBC2 


224014 WSIBIGUEIT [139 IBR tMii DlRpn) NIUouvDaM 4109. 

-5dtdared- 


-CU ew Bfiwi 


SCUDAMORE CLOTHNG 0800 301 301 NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS C) £5000 added 3m 

FtreiacualB? p3) |p) (HMaran Git*r) D Mchcton S 11 3 Al^ulni 

HY»OflyS(13)(U)tai*BloctbDC*:CBn)Cte6113 Qlkadtay 

ASH1EY HOUSE (IS) (B P Harmcnd) B R IAnan7 ID 12 — _BSWtor (5) 


BETIfifa: evens Castle Sump, 8-4 Largs Acdoo, 10-1 HUinpiett, 14-1 (fane, 16-1 FMdrtdge. 
1995: Larff *<*» 7 11 0 J Osborns 8-15 (0 Showed) S nn 
FORM GUDE 

Large Action ran ttari to Ratey On? in ihe 1994 Cfnvmon Hurdle and finished runner- 
up behind Akteftrooh last year. He was far from impressive when maung a Wnrmg teneng 
debut at 7-2 txi at Umracer last November and males lus firet eppesrancs smoe tandmg 
0ns eremib>& length and a tadf tom Atnrrs a fbnnljTXBftenianls, navnginfurwJhlsnaa-- 
fwe wspeneoy lament the HUtaWng, month. Al is now vreO wtth Olvw Shennod’s Ghargs 
but, B wh* premises to be itsflbig battle, he should find tne up-and-comme «»STUE SWEEP 
too ffxxl. SuccessU m a Lsnendi bumper n 1994-95. me CBede Heap sa-yeansu land- 
ed a anker race et Newton Abbot On his Brtdsh debut ana c naked up a hunfles nat-McK 
before naming third to Indefonce si the Supreme Novice Hurtle and m Tragc Hare at Am- 
bee, where fte ftxjnd the muse too sfiarpi Castle Sweep, debate mutfies at each of tfie 
tost two fligtts. Trotted up by 10 lengths on Ins handicap debut m me Tote Stiver Trophy at 
Chepstow two weeks ago, after wfach he attracted Champion Huide support Musa, who 
finUhed a 32-ler«0) M0i atthe VlWsh pack, h» a stone pull but IS Again Shey to 0N a resr 
vmr of me selection. The promoted Triumph Hunfie second Mj etin gas t t won at Newoury 
on her opening outing mis tarn but flopped when tovourtte end only fouth to Dreams End 
id wincaranv The NV tfxuU thu tenpr^wmev butwhetner she can cope wnh Casde 
Sweep getting only the Sib sex aBowance is another msner. S electio n: CASTLE SWEEP 


150322- ROMANCER (253) (D) pJ Richer & Mss J BnadhisO N tvcODnOwies 5 12 DC Uanratyn B 

21614- F nKSRXD PET {13)(DI(&aB of die ue MrGEA^eiMKijnes 71210 OSkynrc 

024144 NON VtHHGE (13) (CD) (Alan Mami MChajinan 5 11 6 WWfl nta tfnn 

154112- DtECUIIVE OESKN (2KB (Di 0. T Foaer) Mrs M Revdey 4 113 J>rdwr 

011204 CfWMWGK(t^(2CQTO(BF)Canef405w<WOd5U2- 

100104 PAUCEBA!EKnG[7) TOOesNUMvel AWiAas? 110 

04113-3 OtOUND NUT (13){0) W® R L Itehte) R Budfflr 0110. 

002533 OtDOUOOtO (HQ (IQ TO (BF) to A JatasonlM ftps 5 10 12 

206433 KAinK(2Q)TOiCJllwphp4CaB5U)9 


-BPo* 


.A P McCoy 


CAROtFS BteSAIO 129 wo C ShpWdtt D fisnMb 5 10 12- 

CHAME PARROT (19 94S AfetiiCFenwOMPipa BID 12 

COOUCtBnrRtaLnskOCBareeieiOU 

JMC&0 m tU) W B Hare) 0 Stamped 5 10 13 . 


_B Dwjwody 
— A P McCoy 
— Blanton 


3JjQ 


GERRARD AND NATIONAL HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS B) £34,000 added 2m 


[BBC2 


AET ROB {19 nne JR Stifiomy cempnyl Mb j nemn 6 10 12 . 
MB. [S15i Ms R LKtimO R BucMer 6 10 12 


1 342003- QWCSffi PADOT (206) (ED) IBjctiSrre ffeejg) R Urnr&vm&aw 8 12 ORktord Baesl 

2 F35541 STOflH ALBtT pH) RTO Ms Dare RsnetO D MChcbon ID U 12 Alfc«*a 

3 1PU3PP- SOUK) REVE11E (213 TO Ms 6 Ateosss) C 9 dqis 6 11 12 GteadMy 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 F60-&T2 SHOOFK (20) [Sean S Dow 5 10 3 RDmwoody 

U 146- SOVERBGNS R4RNQE (202) TO ff^mond Toodtf N Henoeson 4 ID 2 — MARDpaafif 

~ 11 declared - 

BEITMG: 11-2 Cbamdeg GM, Exeetnhe DcMPA B-l CadaopM. 13-fi Bomancw, 7-1 firearel Net, 
Soverefcw PMde.a-1 KeKek. a«A. U-1Mm Vhtage. 14-1 KbpMdPif, lfi-1 PBfeeagMe Hog. 
IBM: Non mag) 4 10 0 W Wonfinpon itj-i im C OBprrreit ll ren 
FORM GUDE 

EXECUTIVE DESIGN, who nad a p*pe opener on tne Flan re Doncaster two weeks ago, shoukr 
eveagooanm.MsryRewiey's nirmersarred Three unes last Term, ndudfigarwce hand- 
icap at Newcastle m Mandi. wwdiiig reswrth a one- ano-a-quarter second toMorehara Ming 
at Penh. Romancnr & on 12S and lacks a recent race but regal Tension Dawes' produced 
hen tit enou0r to wn me Free Hanificap Hurdle et Chepstow mi nme up last term and The 
fte-year-oid could go dose. Romancer's last race was a three-ta^th second of a huge field 
behind Star Raft m the County Hunfie at the Cheltenham Festival with Non Vintage more 
than three tenftrs aonfi *> thmj and Shoofk way behma Non vmuge, who nas a 4lb pufi. 
raud manage only fbuith m bom ns starts snee a Market Rasan success esrty last momn. 
Kaftafc tad Cbamting CM. Non Vtraaft and PMscoflata King m arrears when ttad to Treg- 
* Hero at Haptoch m May and ran as though in need of tne race when third to Dwect Route 
atWetherbyon ha rewm. CadougoM and Ground Nut ml have come on far theu opening 
runs when tlud to Mouse Bird or Newton Abbot and to Dreams End at Wfncanron. respec- 
nvtfy. while Cnarmmg 0*1 mO be Tmer (or her tourth to S**f Groom here on tor return j«I 
can rewr5e nmning wtn snoerth tan eignt-iengtn second). S«loea«« executive design 


■SWTgfj RIVER DLE CLAMMG STAKES (CUSS (DIV 
mW] f) €3 t 950 added Im (MO 

....... UnOMMl 


1 311/152- JWBBEWIBIIPIW’”— 

- CTfffi MOTrr05J*»££2^roTO**asSHdK«693 

0 SAtDN MT CTlt ftiiiwSBnvBBtei 493. 

063860 ARCUS (7} WS4* 3 613 

060650 UtiMtiWB8CUBADWARt8MBelRr4813 
J 44006 N«miARQ*M|Cn}T»l6811_- 
1 535404 CWDUSRH UIE (13} WRRH*S»* <1 4 8 ®rr 

8 143812 EUONIRltaCWmWIBWfifaB ^ 76 ^ 

} 000600 amMSWWR^Ctf4B9 


jyy MtuMWA V+i n t ^ 

00 BLCN»NE(28DSBaHn(3&5.. 


S 404)000 M«ttllll»»SfflBf«nfi484_ 

12 340-200 MHAARO {lfl TO B M**89 t 683 

13 £5 BUBTAWH- (ID H Candy 3B0 — 

14 oOQUio EHQ8HMmWTuner.3TlD 

-Id dWsitd - 

Mtfla, 1D-1 North Afftr, My Mfk, 32-1 b(Ihi« 


icy * o j — - ■ -7 

RnuB<OTfcninm7 V 

MHMyiAB 

Jleaa HdlflCMd 13 

-AOtifell 

D«TO*5 

CRSttaG 

HUt «* 4 


1255 ] JSE 5 351 SSUBSSSuST 

• muvi o*MS«aaiaN1M«P4l00— 


03S6TO SHERAStt2DIQ N Tlnlder 4 100 — - 

53J003 SNOROKWnMJomOT^i 3 

500000 BagJM{MTOP K*y>49 U- ' 

108330 RB»WWME(i«»lHahertfln5910 

S640W SWF C8Y&D W HR> 3» ID 

0-1340B «irSOAHBtE(22}?TO-''*fwWT39< 

MWC0 sc«i««Pf«WitWe£9?--— ■ 

sssoao wmn rocks gpPWCanJ WBwgas., 
o«46o 

m — - — ■■ iwom taMt iLn ll KlivnfT d 


i: Rutter 4 
DHoRendB 
DOHUrimS 


JiAdHBU 

JQniiBS 

_4_8DWW4d7 

^ORUfirOdieU 


. UuaAuu nsxMiiai usi --- 

4-5HBH at-WBaewaiggOM 1 *” 49 *"^ * — ^ 
. oaoo 

OOSMOO CMW OD 6 ^ ^ 

iriuiNM iiwiipft nra i rramn Sft 7 ■ 


^SPMRMilS 

Carter 2 V 


1CMM06 MAPQWO PS) J Cufiron 592-,-- 

■-5600W REW«W»PDD«**iiiol390. 


3MHfaAfpMy(7r6. 
DPMtamU 
.Vtswnya 
10 


002000 ECGENnRCDANCSKU}Macliy 3813 — 
200004 :NAP0tEDKSREnRN(4)(P|HQ | a3812. 

-ttdednd- 


_PHctato pjllB 

RUN* 34 


HYPERION 

12-00 ChatfletehTane 1Z30 Shontaine UOO Palace- 
gate Jack U30. Best Of Al 2J00 G-Harry 2^0 Legal 
Issue 3UOO Head Glrf 3J30 Compass Poferter 


[Tool 


GOING: Standanl. 

STAJ-LS: 61. Im Of- DUUVdei rctneinder - bride. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: None. 

R| Ptbnsand nirlkee; left-hnd sharp, owl course. 

■ Course b 3m SB of town and Em W of Newark. RoBoton Junction ad- 
joins oounv. ACAKSWION: C3ub 512: t»UCT»»fis SB {DAP members of 
course’s Dtamond Out) 14, rurornpented under- 1 6s free). CAN PARK 

TVk- 


BLINIEJtBD tTSST UUE: Snrenr Priacesr (rwmxi, 2JK), Royal 
BorisOe I3.0O}, DlanMMto Are (vbsared, 3-OOj- 

WINNKBS IN THE LAST SKVBN DAX& Kml» ( LOO) won siting- 
BeM on Friday; Brofifas (2.00) won et SonhweB oa Atandsy. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Aaddnleri Judge (I50}bMbaDMmft8 
mflesbyA McKetor from Usrahagbo, Smahdydo-. SHmpehitfttakia GL30) 
sem 210 irtte by H flow from OaBboftrWft. Devon; Sreri Bum {UMj, 
Gated* Cl. 30) A Horterint Futtel (UOO) sera 18B mile* by W Turner from 
Cretan Denham, Srenowu Hrmrea Mbs (12JJ0). BwOri (lJJfl 
peretu (3.001 sent 180 mile* by B P*nii«.Ir«H 
^eiTcooI Grey 1 3.00) *« 1 87 mBes by J 1 OTJcffl fttm Staaion Wood Bod, 
Cumbria. _ 



346000 sat TASXBl (172) (CD) J L Haas 8 7 1D_ 


NVWeyll 

tartrifriMB 


000000 AMT IBfiH PC) (CP| C» p> J M»on 3 7 10 . 

Mkiknum wefgnc hir lOti. Tm tamfiap HegteEMttudi Sdk » Taster ftt 8Bi Anw 
lawraatL 

8gmittHA nnlta e n ,MftriC4ft(i tea. 5-ltariwdHfag, 6-1 MailM- 
■tiaMaaft, 12-1 Sqnirt Cart*. 14-1 ethere ... 


LEI*] 



RIVER DUE CLAAfiNG STAKES (CLASS F) {WV 
I) £3^950 added Im (AW) 

MR BUSBT HHBdfc 3 9 5^—. DoanHcfiMMill 

030032 gMOOLBOr(B)TNK^gn395...— . DIUtadL 

30650? flHUWJOtttmMPRte&agj PfifcOMIDU 

005202 BESTOFAHJID TO)8wy492. 


AUCHNUCK JODGE R MclUsr3 8 11. 
083205 HOfHHPE (15^ JWWBn 4810- 


_G Cater 13 E 

— M«W»3 

jowhi? 


236515 STOKERS BEVENBE (13^ (CD) N NMar 7 89- 


-XRBOa4D 


IQdtefia 



00VO06 ANAXAGORAS (45 6oteB> 66 7 
500000 MA»HARPDTOMWftsa487 
ID 040000 NORIlSWCWF(lRIJTOJCrirWl687 

11 30 RUNMMG 0RHN (24) D IftAll 565 

12 404050 08S.IAD(28}DonBiiieolncia383. 

13 309000 GUAM fliJUftawrA 712 —**A dreaS 

-Urieetered- 

BODC M Spencers Revere* 5-1 Beet 01 AB, G-l.Setad Bok T-i Garotee 
iota. Marita M. Odd Lai, 10-1 estate 0-1 dta* 

GRAND UNION NURSERV HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
£V00 added 2TO6f (AW) 

216405 SaBHOO»K(22ITOPMten97_^- DSwa«rey(7)18 

-83241 B®»*f4}«MJarsW96(6«) DHcfcndU. 

• 531 ARAtil(2STOSIrMakPWe«t95 ^GtMteHS 

232420 remoAWHB^Wme Drees 3„ — CDayerfi 

245 HSTOMWT mas offering 91 SD ““* 

6028 cKManJaserex ; — -JV**2 

033 SWaR0U6E(971PHASaBi811 — 

604114 BRaUNIMEVEtUSHBHCAIttlSll Martin Dayaffl 14 

014 SHEBEnD(WflTO0awpn»6W-— ACriaro a 

3M3 H0HASa(lS6)Q4»JWte<»B7 W^lteJJjjnH 

----- Jl II McCabe 3 B 

-Jtya A 0)10 

_PFteaqr(R15 

urn 


60064 yUAfiEra{U)KC»«eam«iMnB7. 

12- 231210 e«m(2ai WRH(lhhe«B4 

13 45«to Sri*ret|l^{31)raD^uto«84_ 

24 .Q640G6 BARRES8DO0) C Mlu* T13— — 
« 625000 llAHHArWIOIAMOfted^ ABater710— 
-ISdeAed- 

EnctariagB*.^ 


RRMERS WEEKLY HANDtCAP STAKES (CLASS 
fZZZJ F) (DIV H) £2^50 added 7f (AW) 


BEflBK): 7-Jl Stontefea, 7-1 Stoat, SofOty, A-ZN^mlaon's RMM, 104, Hath 
eybobne, Dree dash. ScMbebay, 14-1 others 


TRENT APPRENTICES' HANDICAP STAKES 
(CLASS 6) £3^000 added 5f (WN) 

005205 ANSEUI4AN (271 TO 1 Beny 6 10 0 PBbtariUB 


OO10CO SWXXQ«ME«£D)TDBanon791O Metarii Appleby (S3 6 

006382 CHADWELL HAU. (14) [DJ 5 5 9 X)„ IBnmM^17 

132001 PMJH£GMEMX(17}<tTOC0renr59lD i ^JFIftCb4 

000004 FbmBn>m(C}TOSBoM«4 9a A Drey 3 

000020 SHADOW JORT (1AR |Ct90CtapnmG95 — 

602206 W0USTOAE38AR 0-7) J Gcarin 390 — 

020000 AMRRHASMBjOOTpqSBaM«390. 

228200 PBWB3- BRAVE d^Javdrg 590. 

000040 SU COIDKE 00 (M R Wirier 4 8 12. 

311043 8WE COMUE144) (Dfi-D Oawren 4810- 
30061 KMMt{7}mDOapiaa7SU>PM. 

000000 MASTS OF PASSIOM (1^ TO J Eu<ec& TS9 D SW eaaey CD 8 

151320 FORUBNRNPQmONcholBeaS CUreWetf 03 UB 

5KKW) tWBtiUSH80rd5)TO76bSky67ia 





2 

3 

425400 5A6EBRUSH RffllK (1^(D) iW«*s 810 0- 
07043? swwiauiTO wmifcoyani.i 

CDaflfcUS 

4 

5 

560050 -SQUARE DEAL 08) (CO) S a»m£5 9 12 

100055 LBCAUSSUECWMD) Wha^l499 

<DW«i2 

P McCabe 0)1 

6 

r 

600925 MRHT HAIM0NV (Q lire SWtan 399 

M Tobbott U> 




b 
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600-000 BARER P0MTp3)Clbn^ 58 U 

Gttatar4 


-IS dettaed - 

BOTWa 13-2 StafirekSM, 7nl The BenMey Bafie, WL LaJft Crofter, Softteirii 
Rofia, Wftt Harony, 10-1 Eocore inady, Creifle Boy, Uftl IMib, 12-1 often 


SEVERN HLUES SELLING STAKES (CLASS F] 
£3,450 added 2Y0 7f (AW) 



ractU)MJDinswi8»_ 

(US) J J onsti B 9 

Ef8E(tt)JL^»89 

RE (4) D ThOT 8 9- 
AflSf (T)WTura89. 
ajchMiwies. 
(IQBMflgRS- 
JBnp*89. 


Jl HaBred2 
IUm7 


paTjlteeni89. 

HOUUETTE (20) 5 VAmt 8 9_ 

QrifWtert89. 


jiijwteia 

_DR McCabe 14 V 

rmiov 

-Dean McKaoire S3 
JKfiBkS 
-MWgtaaia 
JN Ttebuti 9 
-6 Carter 3 
inreobgl 
jDSre*li(33i5 

Dagft4B 

JDWteii 


(55) e Cfidbuyd 8 9 JHAcAateawllB 

9-2 EAaterW Pattaf, 5-1 BoyM Rnoiette, M Cnopret 
Can, 12-1 Dtanri Eyre, ia-i attan 


CUCKMERE HANDICAP STAKES (CLASS F) 
£3,450 acfded lm 6f {AW} 


520006 CtASSK R0MAICE (11} R Hera 3100^- 
060000 BLACXPAJCH WU.J175 STff44er7910 — 
201530 GRe»ncHrOUT(14(aD)jLEpe597. 

535503 CODERS} (QW tee 39 6 

030042 00WflSSNWia(O)J6«as398— 


KtaTWBerZB 

DSwwwyC 7 ) 3 

• l?} 10 


500053 OUR HAH MAM (1} R 


695- 


510800 (WsractJUlORCtS) J Sank* 3813.- 
<101260 DRAAR SNS PUS awrog 4813 _ 
500401 PSPOUVIU) JLEj«eS812- 


JAartta Drew (51 13 

ACafianelS 

r(B}8V 

j«teu 

J) Hotind 6 


ID 00040*0 APPEARANCE 


C2U}F 


586. 


own neiOT(UUMC»rach0383. 


12 040406 TMLECS OF STORE (UJJ Bffilqr3Bl.. 

13 6D6000 B0U> JOKER {UQGQPt^l 571Q__ 


mi 

8 Carter? 

„,0 Wrtftt 6 E 


-Udedfiawf- 

Mntaan mQR; 7st Iflb. True hanfirap or{fft: BoU Jdter 7a 7b. 

BnnN&7-20rieTted,4-iaarHalnNBB,B2nrei0Day,5-lCQeipe8ePBlnt- 

ar. lO-lteftteR Dm Ktag, JB-l Ctereie Reinaea, 1*1 ntfitre 

BSrtowdaimedjisidKtedvkljmfflawediv^yesJetd^’sBihirta 

Sedgefidd was called oSstimtiy afiet an llam inspection, John Qev- 
eily, the deck of tbe course, said: The meeting has Md to \>e abandoned 
because of snow. We can’t get pd of it because i I is loo cold.” 


AINTREE 


BUNKERED PIRST HUE: None. 

WWNEBS IN LAST SEVEN DAYS: Sermaiten ( J.5Q) iron m ,\vr 
on Sntunby. 

LONG DISTANCE RUNNEBSt Lambofur i l.-J. r i)har< hero .sent 
230 mlien by Hn R Hcndcn«n ftnm FbUy Gale, Devon. 


1-10 


SOUTHPORT NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS D) 
£4j000 2m 110yds 

f/f. BOLD SHEET (Ultl} A Bafoy 610 12 .TKcri 

(13) J OWei 4 ID 12 ARocta 

— TCddwdi 51012 LWyer 

) IfcBlEOfflC 4 1012 ATbonsoa 

q (20) D NttUBon 6 10 12 — JtJehnn 

P8)J0NM51O12 H WeuB OB 

LLunftSlO 12 MMyer 

STS (18) T Tala 4 10 12 R (tartly 

(233) Cart J Wistt 6 1012.- ADobbta 

(21} T Util 4 10 12 RMawyP) 

— 10 dficfctatf « 

BETIHB; 7-4 Pemvro ted, 7-2 thrienifireo. 8-1 Three Wld tteya. Star 
Master, lft-1 Hr CtaMIt, 124 Septa, U-lotomt 

[ -1 ac l LYDWTE CONDfTlONAL XlCKEYS NOVICE 
HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) £3JSOO 
2m 4f 

1F-3U2 SUPmOP&nmLUreBB&O /An* *{7? 



OOOORl- RUBAILT BOV (US) J Hman Mreon 6 11 0 — GFRyan 

500-346 HA MAN MOWA (37) A 0B»!j( 5 10 13 &J Knuanafli P) 

030U6- NJ(mE««E(aoq/f5aSeBM6108 filae 

050-525 UBIBUSIBl (ZB Ms- R Heud&san 4 10 6 P Hanky B 

«5&5P CURlMtii HSER (M| MB P Bdcrton 9 ID 0 — G«lJrii 
-fidertared- 

UMmum wetfc lOst True nanctao ae^c Peterwaar 
BERBKb 21 Sopartnp. B4 KMbefiy Boy. 4-1 Ba Man Hem, 94 Aiarte 
Afa, 14-1 LuriustBr, to-1 Carraft Peter 


HYPERION 

ULO Penrose Lad L45 Supertnp 2^0 Whaat 
Fettle (Ob) 2JS0 Sanitation 3. 20 Baronet 3JS0 
First Light 


GOING: Good (Good id Firm in pbres). 

i Kgte, hand eourw with Light turns. 

Course is north-east of eHy, one mile from the M'-V on ihe aw. 
/Unirra station («wTeiJ hvLmrjjool, Lone SO adjoins couix'.AjD- 
M1SSIGN: County Sand S-H. Tatlcmallii ST. CAB PARK: Pre- 
boo ked S5. Tarwrans fri-e. 


O Tfl JOHN PARRETT MEMORIAL HANDICAP 
— - jU CHASE (CLASS C) £10,000 3m If 

1 P257U WHAAT FETflE (373) TOG Reruns U 120 ADrttae 

2 4131-42 HVQETCH BUBUS (9) IVa lucnOa V Russ?* 9 11 12. 

A Thornton 

3 2424*13 MUSmAVEASMBfl3)DtWr««10119 Rjotaon 

4 534131 BAS DC LAME (9) (D) M Kammoni 10 11 4 (5oO.JtGrtifity 

-Adadaied- 

BEnHQ: 2-1 Bee de Irtne, 94 M artren a w H g , 100-30 Wlmt ftrttfe, 

ii-2 n wta i gn Bride 

\0~cr\\ CROSTON LANGENBERGER HANDICAP 
r^l HURDLE (CLASS D) £6,000 2m UOydS 

1 102-5M DOW wai 03) TOP Monte* 4120 JHMbb 

2 212121 SARMATlAN (B) (0) M Hammond 5 U 9 lEcd R 

3 121-113 INDIAN JOCKEY (18) TO (BF) M flpe 4 11 f __ J) WHM 

4 410211 CHW-TO (1*) ID) J CIO 6 11 5 G Upton 

5 5135P0- KBIG AltfiSDIN (176) TO B McMahon 8 11 SJtaak 

6 tiVu’*- H49NWAM DfiU) TO E Atom 10 10 0 LWyar 

7 101605 PRDEWDOO PICKS! Syp) ft hue 9 10 0 D J Kavenaft (5) 

-7 declared- 

Mrcmwn atughc 10a. True nantfeap *O0k NBawam 9st 13fc ft-ttenoof 
PxUf&llPtL 

BETTWte B-5 CtahTo, 70 Samritai, S-l Doh WM, M. todtro Joctay. 
14-1 Prtdewwd Pieter. IB-1 Hng AUwhtat, Hamm 


I Q Ofl l LIVERPOOL NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) 
\™*ji £6000 3m If 

1 24UF-1 BAROtET (1£)0 Norton E 11 £____ JUotaNa 

2 WCQ KBHIORE-SPEED (15) HisS SnWi 9 110 NWBeam 

3 053UP- SUIWn)qiiE(41QGRdBim7U0 — A Dobbin 

-3 dadued- 

BCTTMS: 2-7 Banmet, B-l aat rew rtliiiie. 6-1 tenure Speed 


3-50 


WEATHERBYS ‘STARS OF TOMORROW* 
OPEN NH FLAT RACE (CLASS H) £2^00 
2m 110yds 

1 V WUS 1 HAND (KM) J FuSerald 5 U 11 JIDayv 

2 00- CASHEL0IMy(3«RmPBd«ngn6U4_aiyteriia) 

3 3- DANBS AMOUR (19te M Kmrond 5 11 4 Rtentlty 

4 0- MStiANIT K48) D Ntiwhon 5 11 4 It Money (3) 

5 2 m5TU0m[28}JQtm4U4 Rjobano 

6 5 FOlBt FROM HOME (B2) J J ONett 4 11 4 ARocta 

7 22 G000 VBES (11) T Easnaby 4 11 4 LWjWf 

8 0 tD0K«TWiew*W<BJNrwaavO»«s51J4I.Sretama) 

9 MACS5UPRElCFItfIiliy4114 HW—BQa 

10 MEADOW mMN J FffiGenti 5 11 4 a Dun 

U 4 HttHT ESCAPADe (4U C 4 10 U MRktanM 

-Udedand- 

BETTMO: 7-2XMP Krad. 44 Rnt llftt. BJ Good Ubte. M. Dental Anew, 
S-lKtee Supreme, look In The Hnv, 10-1 DnshantJ. 12-1 ritart 


Long faces over Funny 


Supporters of the heavily badeed 
Phar From Funny failed to see 
any joke at Vrincanton yesterday 
after his rival Motstock made aD 
the running to win the fourth 
race. Momock’s jockey, Tom 
Dascombe. was able to take a 
dear lead at the start. 

While the 4-5 favourite and 
the two other runners daw- 
dled, Dascombe immediately 
gained a IS-Jength lead. Mor- 


stock (3-1) tired badly in the 
closing stages but still held off 
the fast-finishing Phar From 
Funny, ridden by Richard Dun- 
woody, by two lengths. 

“We stole it!” Ivor Hodges, 
the trainer’s brother, said. “The 
plan was to try and pinch a big 
lead while the others were still 
thinking about it and it 
worked.” 

Yesterday’s results, page 31 
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sport 


BAF forced to regroup after jostling at the bell 

jhietlcs Athletics, just like evcrvoth- Thnm Tu» n Thomae lomip oc !«« 1 (Y1C Itm, nfnirr t«nta -Th.* srwt f*lr that hv the The onlv fixed point right no 


Athletics 

MlKE BOWBOTTOM 

f thleiics ’ wfaich submit- 
ted its detailed bid for Nation- 
Lottery binding a year aeo, 

^TOlakekiadl/.odierecSm 
actuation it bad false-started. 

Aper hearing last week's lone- 
a waited Sports Council an- 



™.««uuiu, me Dnuso /un- 
tebc rederatiou's executive chair- 
pian, remarked ruefully that the 
anqge of being jostled at the bell 
*®ctned more appropriate. 


Athletics, just like every oth- 
er sport in this country, will al- 
most certainly have to wait 
until March to get its hands on 
any money from the £40m 
World Gass Performance 
scheme. It will be nice when it 
happens. But, in the mean- 
time, there are a lot of athletes 
and coaches struggling along. 

“Most of the first year of the 
next four-year Olympiad will 
have gone by the time money is 
beginning to make a difference 
to athletes in the field," lorry 
Ward, the BAF spokesman, said. 
“There is a feeling of frustration, 
because people like Angie 


Thorp, Iwan Thomas, Jamie 
Bauldi and Ian Mackk need to 
start Dreoarmp for next summer's 


world championships now." 

There is brighter and more 
immediate news in the offing, 
with a new four-year TV deal 
with Channel 4 on the verge of 
completion. A record four-year 
kit sponsorship by Reebok, 
worth £lm a year, gives British 
athletics further reason to be 
cheerful in the medium as well 
as the long term and two more 
companies are renewing their 
backing for televised meetings. 

It all points to brighter times 
for the BAF which reported loss- 


es of £256,000 in 1995 and has 
suffered double that this year. 
Channel 4 arc to show meetings 
n«t year after ITVs decision to 
end a 12-year association amid 
complaints of below-par events. 

"We have been in discussions 
with Channel 4 and the BBC 
and we are on the brink of a new 
deal which will be announced 
immediately,'' Ward said. 

“The best news for us is, 
whichever channel comes in, it 
mil be a four- war contract. Thai 
gives us a stability' we haven't had 
for four years. The same thing ap- 
plies in the Reebok deal. 

H Zt reflects the fact that so 


many of our athletes are young, 
in their early twenties, and are 
going to be making an impact 
tor the next four to five years. 

“It is all encouraging but you 
have to put it into the context 
of recent losses. Three quarters 
of a millio n pounds is a large 
chunk out of our reserves, and 
we have to press ahead with re- 
structuring. Even with these 
latest sponsorships, we are well 
short of the annual income of 
£5-6m in our halcyon days.” 

The latest plans have been laid 
during difficult rimes, following 
the widespread criticism of 
Britain's performance in At- 


lanta. “The sport felt that by the 
rime the alhebes started in At- 
lanta the media - especially 

those who did not travel out there 
- had concluded it was going to 
be a bad Olympks," Wferd said, 
“whereas we believe our record 
in athletics was average to good." 

Once the TV deal is an- 
nounced, probably next week, 
the federation will allocate 
venues for next year’s fixtures. 
This season's outdoor total of 
six main televised events is like- 
ly to be reduced by one or two 
to counter criticism that the 
quality of domestic meetings 
had been diluted last year. 


The only fixed point right now 
is the combined world champ- 
ionship trials and AAA Champ- 
ionships, in Birmingham from 
12-14 July. Locations still have 
to be established for the two ma- 
jor meetings, the JAAF Grand 
Prix I and 11 events. 

The biggest decision con- 
cerns the flagship Grand Prix at 

Crystal Palace, the subject of an 

ownership battle between the 

BAF and their South of England 

AA. It could result in the meet- 
ing switching to Sheffield or 
Gateshead, with Sheffield s 
25,000 capacity at the Don Val- 
ley Stadium making it favourite. 


RAC RALLY: Scottish motorsport’s rising talent has been groomed for the big time. Derick Ailsop reports 

McRae to 
keep it in 
the family 


Fending off the rest of the 
Formula Two runners and 
making an impression on the 
heavyweights in the Network 
Q RAC Rally would be 
enough to exercise the skill 
and concentration of any dri- 
ver. The driver of car No 10. 
however, knows he must also 
compete with the phantom of 
the forests. 

Scotland's Alister McRae 
has prepared for the three- 
day rally, which starts in 
Chester tomorrow, like any 
other event: testing, recce ing. 
plotting and testing again. 
Unlike any other entrant, he 
will be judged against a man 
not taking part - his h rot her 
Colin. 

Alister, the 

younger sib- 
ling. was an 
uncomplain- 
ing member 
of the sup- 
cast 

last ~ year 


‘Colin thought 
he’d got big 
wheel tracks to 


just got to keep Hying ray best 
and. if I get the cHance to 
prove myself on the world 
scene. I'm sure I can come out 
of his shadow." 

An impact in the RAC 
might hasten the course of 
that ambition. McRae drives 
a new two-litre Volkswagen 
Golf GTi 16V and primarily 
is intent on beating die rest in 
his formula class. But he is ea- 
ger also to join a pack he ex- 
pects to be tracking Juba 
Kankkunen's Toyota Celica. 

“I need toget agood result 
for Volkswagen," he said. “If 
I win Formula Two, it would 
probably do more good than 
coming fourth overall last 
year. But if I’m leading For- 

mula Two 

and not in 
the top 10 
overall, I 
wouldn't be 
very happy. 
If the car 
runs well, 1 


porting 

last ” , — ... . — , . 

when Colin d(!Ve IH, after our would hope 
won the RAC 
and with it 
the World 
Champion- 
ship. Alister’s 
excellent 


father. I’ve got 
even bigger ones’ 


fourth place went virtually 
unrecognised in the euphoria 
of a British triumph. 

This rime the rally does not 
count towards the overall 
World Championship stand- 
ings. and the older McRae is 
missing from the line-up. 
That presents Alister with 
the opportunity to bear the 
standard for family and coun- 
try. 

It is a challenge he accepts 
philosophically, just as Colin 
did when he first ventured out 
in the wake of their father, 
Jimmy, a stalwart of the ral- 
lying game. 

Alister. 25. said: "Colin 
thought he'd got big wheel 
tracks to drive in after our fa- 
ther. but now I've got even 
bigger ones to follow. 

""It can be a help having a 
famous name to stan with, but 
then once you are in you've 
got to prove yourself, and for 
the last couple of years I've 
been in Colin's shadow. I've 


to finish 
about sixth 
overall." 

But will 
any achieve- 
ment count 
for much in an event seem- 
ingly devalued this year? 
McRae argues it would. 

“The competition is still go- 
ing to be very strong." he said 
“There’s the biggest Formu- 
la Two entry of any World 
Championship rally this sea- 
son, with Seat Renault and 
Skoda fighting for the title, 
and tough opposition from 
Ford and Nissan. And then 
you've got names such as 
Rankkuncn and Annin 
Schwarz, and i*d be surprised 
if Kankkunen didn’t win. 

“All right, so it won’t be the 
same without Colin and Car- 
los Sainz fighting out the 
championship, but there's still 
going to be an awful lot of 
quick drivers. It's still going to 
be tough, it’s still going to be 
exciting and above all. it's still 
going to be the RAC. 

“I'm sure we'll still have 
huge crowds out there be- 
cause the RAC has such an 
amazing appeal and the fans 



Mister McRae: *1 need to get a good result for Volkswagen. If I win Formula Two, it 
would probably do more good than coming fourth overall last year. But if I'm leading 
Formula TWo and not in foe top IB overall, I wouldn't be happy' Photograph: Peter Jay 


in this country are real enthu- 
siasts. It's particularly good for 
the home drivers, because 
there’s no doubt you do feel it 
competing here. 

“It’s not going to give you' a 
second a mile, but ir's got to give 
you the confidence, the fight and 
the will to go quick, knowing all 
those people are behind you. I 
saw what it was like for Colin 
last year. Just fantastic." 

McRae hopes to gather fur- 
ther World Championship ex- 
perience next year with a view 
to securing a full programme for 
the 199S season and renewing 
boyhood rivalry with his broth- 
er.’ 

“If I didn't feel 1 could do as 
well as Colin, I wouldn't stick 
at it," he maintained. “Anything 
we've done up to now. bikes or 
whatever, it's always been very 
dose between us. He’s just 
beaten me or I’ve just beaten 
him. 

“It’s hard to compare drivers 
and their styles. The only com- 


parison that matters is the times 
at the end of the stage. What I 
would say is that I've not had as 
many accidents as Colin," he 
added with a grin. 

British interest is concen- 
trated on the Formula Two 
contest, with Abies' perennial 
challenger Gwyndaf Evans, dri- 
ving a Ford Escort RS2UU0, pro- 
viding an obvious threat to 
anyone with aspirations in the 
category. Robbie Head ("Re- 
nault) and Mark Higgins ( Nis- 
san) ought to be in contention 
also. 

Martin Brundle. on a For- 
mula One-man's holiday, has se- 
riously competitive “first 
division" kit in the Ford Escort 
Coswonh. He must measure 
himself against the likes of 
Kankkunen, the most success- 
ful rally driver of all time. 

The 37-ycar-old Finn has 
won 20 World Championship 
events and the title four times. 
Partnered by the Welshman 
Nicky Grist, Kankkunen is 


seeking his fourth victory in the 
RAC rally. 

Kankkunen's opposition will 
come from the other drivers 
steering Toyota's rehabilitation 
after serving a one-year ban for 
technical offences, namely 
Schwarz and Ian Duncan, and 
the leading Ford runners Jarno 
Kytolehto and Ari Vatanen. 

And back there, in the 190- 
strong field, deep in the mud 
and trees, will be the usual mix 
of would-be champions and 
unabashed enthusiasts, all liv- 
ing out their dreams. In line with 
recent tradition, the spectator 
stages are being held on the 
Sunday, which is the second day 
this year, and by then sterner 
tests may have taken their toll. 

The drivers get down to the 
real business straight away, on 
the unforgiving tracts of Kield- 
er and the other northern ter- 
ritories. so those massed 
Sunday galleries might well be 
deprived a glimpse of many a lu- 
minary and romantic. 
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7.00 
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Leeds Royal 
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Sw 24 Hot 
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Leeds Rayd 
Armouries 
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Chester 

racecourse 

Urn 25 NOT 

2.00 

Chester 

racecourse 

1600 

Chester 
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Barbarian 
Kiwis vie 
for Test 
places 

Rugby Union 

DAVID LLEWELLYN 


They may be the New Zealand 
Barbarians in name, but John 
Hart's squad, who are over 
here for a two-match tour, are jj 
All Blacks to the core. 

While the All Blacks coadi in- ' 
sists that winning is not every- 
thing there is little doubt that die 
uncapped players in the party will 
want to prove a point or two to 
the New Zealand selectors. 

There are a number of play- 
ers who have yet to establish 
their Test credentials, among 
them Joeli Vidiri, a Fijian who 
will not be qualified to wear an 
All Blacks jersey until 199S. 
Vidiri plays on the wing and has 
been likened to Jonah Lomu. 
Lomu gets first bite along with 
Glen Osborne for the wing po- 
sition when the tourists play the 
North of England at the Mc- 
Alpine Stadium in Huddersfield 
on Sunday. 

The stand-off Andrew Mehr- 
tens, the All Blacks' prodigious 
goal-kicker, joins Vidiri on the 
bench, with Auckland's Carlos 
Spencer taking over the No 10 
shirt. 

David Campese could yet 
add to his century of caps for 
Australia despite being left out 
of the team to face Ireland in 
Dublin tomorrow. The wing 
was yesterday named as one of 
the replacements for the Lans- 
downe Road encounter and 
could be railed into action ei- 
ther as a tactical substitute or 
if Jason Little or Joe Roff get 
injured. 

Llanelli have paid the West- 
ern Samoan tourists a compli- 
ment by fielding seven 
internationals in their ode for to- 
morrow's match at Stradey Bark. 

Hie Scarlets are, however, 
without the No 8, Chris Wyatt, 
who is on Whies Sevens duty in 
Dubai and they give a rest to 
their front row of Spencer John, 
Robin McBryde and Rhys 
Jones in addition to the flanker 
Mark Perego. 

Llanelli have angered Ebbw 
Vhle by postponing their 30 No- 
vember league match as both 
Ieuan Evans and ^feyne Proc- 
tor are included in the Welsh 
squad to meet Australia the fol- 
lowing day. 

II W l ^ lt, (v Wastani Samoa, Stradey 
tah, tonaiow ft. W Proctor ■ Evans (capo, 

T Dawes. N Boobyer, G Evans; F Booca. R 
Moan: R Evens. J Hyatt, H wnBams- Janas. V 
Cooper. S Font. H Jenkins, P Monts. I Jones. 
fflepfaoemenB to be named). 

NEW ZEALAND BARBARIANS tv NOTtt of 
Eqglaod. HaddeistMd, Sunday/: C Cnlea 
(Msrewatu). a Ortvorne (Norm Hartnur), A 
Hifiiii (Wettnjyon). L Sternness CAucMend), 

J lorno l Counties); C Sp eo c ei i Auckland). 

J Manual (Canterbury): M Men iTaranaW). 

S nupa t ikh leapt), 0 Brown (both Auck- 
tandl.GlajloilNO'ttand). R Broom, DRMci. - , 
A Honors (all Auckland). TRandel (0B&». ’ 

Replacements: J Vidiri (Counties). A 
M otut a ns (Canterbury), M Robinson (Norm 
Hartnur), M My, C Dante (bom Manawsiu). 

M OoMns (WafcBoi, A GBver (Otago), I Jones 
(Norm Harbour). 

■ James Craig helped himself 
to 31 points, with five tries and 
three conversions, while Scott 
Nicol collected 25 points 
through a hat-trick of tries and 
five conversions as Scotland 
crushed Zambia 87-0 in their 
opening qualifying match of the 
World Cup Sevens in Dubai 
yesterday. Earlier, Wales hum- 
bled Singapore 77-0, with all sev- 
en players in the Welsh team 
scoring tries. Jonathan Davies, 
the former rugby league in- 
ternational, scored two tries 
and kicked six conversions. He 
scored two more tries and land- 
ed three conversions in Wales' 
second match, a 31-14 win over 
Zimbabwe. 


TODAY’S 

FIXTURES 


FootbaO 

".30 mtiWs KJWd 

NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
FIRST DmSfON 

Sheffield Utd v Bolton (7.45) — 
THIRD DIVISION 


Chester v Cotcbeatef (7 JO) . 


HARP LAGER NATIONAL LEAGUE OF IRE- 
LAK) Planter Wvtetac Skeftoume v Shan- 
mcF Revere i7.J5i: St Paine* - * Aasebo •- 
Oundjfc 1 7. 45 1 . 

UN (JET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE John 
Often league Cup fint-raund replay; Eafl 
Gnnflind v Hmjynpr. 

Rugby Union 

r. unless stated 

REPRESENTATIVE MATCH: tfcler Under 21 
v New Zealand Urcier-21 ir Oi nr flawivnHi. 
CUIB MATCHES: tekeans v Otd Catfewns 
1 7.0i: Bedtjrd v Noniumotore Bwnr Ha ■. 
Stroud (7.0>: Gouentrv v Bath; Le*c*srer v 
lo g iborough Students I7.-J5). 

Other sports 

BADMINTON: ScoffrJi Open lGus£»w) 
SNOOKER: UK GufriDiOfftf»P iProncn). 


WATERPROOF 

WINDPR00F 

BREATHABLE 






au*weathek 
CLOTHING AT 

HOUSE OF FRASER 


Doull launches the 
Kiwi counter-attack 

Cricket collapse When Doull bowled the 

stand-in captain Saced Anwar 
New Zealand 155: Pakistan 52-5 for e j g hi with the total on 21. 

They Chen lost Ijaz Ahmed. 

Ihw’to Chris Cairns. 

The New Zealand pace bowler Pakistan's woes continued 
Simon Doull launched a stun- with the dismissal of Inzamam- 
ning lighiback against Pakistan ui-Haq, brilliantly taken at third 
on a dramatic opening day of the slip without scoring by Nathan 
first Test in Lahore yesterday. Astle off Doull. Three runs lat- 

Doull took 4 for 21 in seven er debutant Zahoor Elahi was 
overs as Pakistan, who earlier caught by Fleming at first slip for 
dismissed the Kiwis for 155. 22. Four balls later Doull picked 
slumped from 21 for no wicket up his fourth wicket when Mo- 
to 52 for 5 when bad light ball- hammad Wjsim, also winning his 
ed play 10 overs early. first cap, played on for a duck. 

For’ New Zealand it was a nu dar. Ae» J’eauno non lo*s 
spectacular turnaround from « 

r - . - ft B A Ycx*** ttiA. h YYaojT — 4* 

the opening two sessions. Alter j t c fbMV b ^ uav 3 

winning the loss and balling. 
thej- struggled to recover f rom 
a poor start, which saw openers 
Bryan Young and Justin Vaugh- f,t h T J£ 

an back in the pavilion with 16 "****> - — 

on inc board. zxn ib4 i*i -a 

The innings was briefly re- rS * \ s ?-i« w: 4-ro s -ra g-«3 t-mb^ 

vived by a third-wicket stand of „ ^ 

between Adam nuon: and b-ms-i. Afmd 22 ^- 4 - 59 ^: safari 
Stephen Fleming. But New 

Zealand crumbled after lunch, — — 

lasing their last seven wickets for ° a * 3 

8S,WiqarYounistaidng4for48 '5ZZ1***** M 

and Mushtaq Ahmed 4 for 59. wjom o' doub o 

The last-widcct pair, Dipak Pa- aSS.'S? 1 .,™ ” , 

tel and Doull, added 38. “ 

fcJastan, whose captain Was- TBtaesoobnMunDiLMu^mAhnnLWHiar 

r. ■ StBria (bar 

im Akram was mLssmg because bim4« cw 7337-1 (nan; d«j 7 - 3 - 21 - 4 ; 
of a sore shoulder, started their ^ M RWffl ^ 


De Villiers valiant 
with bat and ball 


India 223 
South Africa 202-8 


The tail-endeis Pat Symcox and 
Panic dc Villiers played rescuers 
with a half-century stand after 
South Africa collapsed against 
India's spin trio in the first Test 
in Ahmcdabad yesterday. 

Coming together with South 
Africa reeling al 119 for7 in re- 
ply to India's first innings of 223, 
Symcox (32) and De Villiers (40 
not out) put on 63 for the 
eighth wicket to lead their side 
to 202 for 8 at the close on the 
second day. 

Fine bowling by the left-arm 
spinner Sunil Joshi and the 
leg-spinners Anil Kumble and 
Narendra Hiiwani, allied to 
two dubious umpiring deci- 
sions, raised Indian hopes of a 
useful first-innings lead. Joshi 
has taken 4 for 42, Kumble 2 for 
68 and Hirwani 2 for 38. 

India, resuming at the 
overnight 215 for 8, were 
bowled out for 223 within half 
an hour of the start of play. Al- 
lan Donald finished with 4 for 
37 while fellow pace bowler De 
Villiers took 2 for 55. 

The worst fears about the 
pitch al the Sardar Patel Stadi- 
um proved true when the Indi- 
an spinners came On after just 


10 overs by the medium pacers. 
The ball turned, especially from 
Joshi though it was Kumble 
who sent back both openers, 
Andrew Hudson and the con- 
sistent left-hander Gary Kirsten. 

Then came two controversial 
Ibw dismissals. Umpire SK 
Bansal gave out captain Hansie 
Cronje and Darryl Callman 
Ibw, both stretching well for- 
ward to balls that pitched out- 
side the leg stump, with neither 
batsman offering a stroke. 
Second Oar. tnOa wontasi 

WDU - FW ferine* 
lOMffOpC 21S far 8) 

A Kumble c Kreten b Dart&U 17 

BRVPfasaacOanaMbDeVyfcrs 9 

N D Hnura not out _0 

Extras (109. nb3) — 12 

Total 223 

Fsfl (coot): 9-22L 

Bov*# Donald 27-14-37-4; De Vftere 18- 
5-55-2; McJHan 11-4-20-0: Craw 12-3-8- 
0; Adam 17-2-45-1; Symcox 21-5-48-2 
(3nb). 


SOUTH AFfiKM - Rnt 


G Krsten sr Monga D KunUe 

17 



J N Rhodes c Manjrtear b Josh . 

14 


? SL ymax to" b Joshi 

32 

P S de Vftws not oul 

..40 



Total (ter 8) 

202 


Fat 1-29, 2-iS, 3-49, 4-95, 5-102, 5-113, 
7-llfl. 8-182. 

To bab P R Adams. 

Boaflae Snrath 12-3-22-0 (lob): Prasad 7. 
2-17-0: Kurtte 28-5-68-2; iosM 223-42- 
4; toward 15-3-38-2. 


Way’s desperate days 


Golf 


Paul Vta/s dramatic collapse 
from the heights of the Ryder 
Clip continued in Spain yes- 
terday with an 81 in the open- 
ing round of the European 
Tour qualifying school. 

The 33-year-old former Vol- 
vo PGA champion, forced to go 
back to the school for the first 
time since 1981 after slumping 
to 158th on this year's Order of 
Merit, trailed in joint-last of the 
93 players at San Roque, where 
Tasmania's Matthew Goggin 
leads on the five-under-par 
mark of 67. 

At the nearby Sotogrande 
course, Enfiekfs Brian Davis be- 
gan his bid for one of the 40 
Tour cards on offer with a su- 
perb seven-under-par 65 for a 
two-stroke lead over Dorset’s 
Marfyn Thompson and Ben 
Tinning of Denmark. 

“It’s a nightmare at the mo- 
ment,” said Way, a member of 
the Ryder Cup sides in 1983 and 
1985. His last tournament vic- 
tory was the European Open 
nine years ago, and in the last 
five months he has made just 
one halfway cul 

Now his future is on the hne 
and he has left hims elf a moun- 
tain to climb after a round con- 
taining five bogeys, one 
double-bogey and a triple-bogey. 


That came on the 471-yard 
eighth. “My drive must have hit 
a cart path and gone out of 
bounds because we couldn't 
find it," be said. 

“It’s just ridiculous. I’ve lost 
my confidence and I don’t know 
what’s going on. There’s not a 
lot I can say really. Ir's desper- 
ate stuff." 

Like Why, Scotland's Gordon 
Sheny double-bogeyed the 428- 
yard last after driving into wa- 
ter. But that was where the 
similarity ended. Sherry, a for- 
mer British amateur star, still re- 
turned a 69 to be joint third, two 
shots behind Goggin. 

“I went for a big one to try 
to make another birdie," ex- 
plained the 22-year-old. who 
finds himself at the school af- 
ter a miserable first season as 
a professional He delayed turn- 
ing professional to play in the 
US Masters in April, but in sev- 
en European Tbur starts earned 
only £11,000. 

The English club profes- 
sionals Nick Brown and Joe 
Higgins were delighted just to 
tee off. What should have been 
a 20-minute journey to the 
course from the apartment they 
are sharing turned into an 80- 
minute adventure they never 
want to repeat. Driver Brown 
missed the entrance to the San 
Roque club and they became 
lost, almost ending up in Gibral- 


tar. “I drove at 120mph over- 
taking everything (and this on 
the road known as “The High- 
way of Death") and Joe, who g 
was due to tee off 10 minutes.- 
after me. said: ‘Don’t kill us, it V. " 
only a game of golf.’’ 

Brown then proceeded to 
“play great" before two late bo- 
geys dropped him on to the one- 
over-par mark of 73. Higgins, a 
former travelling companion 
laa Woosnam, shot 75. Jack 
Nicklaus' son Gary and Bernard 
Gallacher’s nephew Stephen 
both shot 72, while at San 
Roque the former Tour winners 
Gordon J Brand and Stephen 
McAllister both hit 71. 

. Scores, Digest, page 31 


The 1997 Guide to 
Quality Watches 


140 colour pages packed u 
advice & essential info 
A must for anyone invest 
over £100 in a Watch. 
For just £4.95 plus 95p P 
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ill 


and Zidane 


Football 

GLENN MOORE 

Before Newcastle United's Uefa 
tie in Metz on Tbesday 


<>■ ■ - 


Boksic, the leader of the line 
United craved and SHI need. 

Bokac preferred to join the in- 
ventus revolution - they had a 
. UmioveraflSplaywsm thesum - 
mer - and United ended up with 


the French toot little account 

of the form of their footballing 

t : in England, preferring to 
v that of then - exports to 
The following night, at Old 
3rd, we understood why. 
Eric Cantona may regard him- 
self as a prophet without honour 
m his own country but he was 
comprehensively outshone by 
Zinedine Zidane, who dominat- 


tl... /—I : 


even more completely M Can- 
tona can a Premiership match. 

After one interchange with 
Alen Boksic, one spectator 
moaned: “Why don’t we have 
players like that?" He could 
equally have been talking about 


an unproven Dutchman and an 
inconsistent Chech. For all its 

growing attractiveness the Pre- 

quinftbe oyer^s^te ^efo re 

But it is not just the players. 
In times past English efforts 
could overcome superior conti- 
nental technique. No 'longer. 
Juventus, like Milan, are as oom- 


Englfeh side. Their team spirit 
was underlined when Moreno 
Torricelli won p ossession, played 
a quick one-two with Zidane then 
slid a pass into the path of yet an- 
other angled run by Boksic Pe- 
terScfameichel got there first but, 


before resuming his midfield 
position, Zidane, who had filled 
m for the left-back, waited -to 
touch hands uadi Torricelli jn 
recognition of his efforts. 

‘ It is not just technique where 


•*» V m.mrfu, J UI I II II 1 1 I 

may have been exaggerating 
when he said, last week, even the 
lowliest Italian dnbwas better or- 


Porto to report Weah 
over 'dash’ with Costa 


Porto have complained to Uefa 
officials about an incident in 
which Milan’s George Weah is 
.alleged to have head-butted 
the Portuguese champions' de- 
fender Jorge Costa after then- 
bad- tempered Champions 1 
League game on Wednesday. 

Jose Carlos Esteves, Porto's 
dub doctor, said that Cbsla. who 
was shown on television after 
the game with blood streaming 

g i his nose, would have to 
an x-ray to assess the. 
age. “Costa was head- 
butted by Weah and did not 
have time to defend himself” 
Esteves said. 

Television pictures showed 
players from the two teams 

sniffling m the t unne l at thi» pnri 

of the game, which ended in a 
1-1 draw. The match was littered 
with fouls and yellow cards: 

Porto’s coach, Antonio 
Oliveira, said the incident had 
been reported to Uefa officials 
present at the game,- in which 
the Portuguese side assured 
themselves of finishing top of 
Group D. 

Adriano Galliani, a Milan 1 


Norwegian champions, in their Esh 5“^ 
last match to ensure progress, Mines J 
Alletico Madrid and Borussa and par 
Dortmund have qualified fr o m sponsor 
Group B, but -the outcome of where 1 
Group A will be decided by the they c® 
final round trfgames. Grassbop- painting 
per Zurich, Ajax and Atnerreaie matlhe 
all level on nine points. a two-w 

The last two matches see that) an 
Ajax travel to Zurich and Aint- bteervai 
erre entertain Rangers, who on the key; 
Wednesday wem their first match pound b 
at this level in 13 games when ration cd 
they beat Grasshopper 2-1. over ** e 
Rangers were alreatfy out ofoan- con h ner 
tenhon for a quarter-final place, coaches 
Ally McCoist yesterday told deal 
how wounded pride inspired would tx 
Rangers to end their miserable * 

run. McCoist ended his own ^ ™ 11 
four-year wait for a goal m the knodwr 
Champions’ League' with a 
66 th minute penalty and scored the gus to 
a second goal six minutes lat- . *>• 

er. His goals earned Rangers t h£P oor 
a first victory and a £500,080 vyomxcoa 
Uefa win bonus aftearfearsuo- ^^hetqgreD 
cessive defeats. li •. !' 

McCoist said that iris team Mancbes 
had been fired up byjibes that . mi 

they were “hofiday-makeis" by 1(91111 


there was more than a gram of 
truth. Arsenal and Chelsea are 
be ginnin g to experience the at- 
tention to detail which is standard 
practice on the continent but 
there is a way to go. Wh3e the fit- 
ness trainer at Juventus is as im- 


useof massarrs and dipririgrtg k 
a new development in Eqgland. 

Then there is the coaching, 
Alex Ferguson and Brian Kidd 
are two of the better tacticians in 
the Premiership but United, for 
all their effort, looked static and 
formulaic compared with Ju- 
venilis. After Roy Hodgson, Ter- 
ry Venables and Bobby Robson, 
hew many of our coaches com- 
mand a worldwide reputation? 

But s it their fault? An Eng- 
lish chib manage r has i wfifvwa- 
infides from dealing with agents 
and parents to groundsmen and 
sponsors. At the lower, level 
where many lekra their fiWte, 
they can even fed themselves 
painting the stands. Others crane 
mat the top with link more than 
a two-week coaching course (if 
that) and several years personal 
observation to equip them to be 
the key figure in a mnfrt-milfay i 
pound burin ess. The new prepa- 






vice-president, said he had spo- ■ KubifayTilricyihnaz, the Grass- 
ken to the Porto chairman, Joige hopper forward, after Rangers 


Nuno Pinto da Costa, about the suffered a 3-0 defeat against the 
I., incident arid said that “everythiBB Swiss frtZttricb in 

1 was solvetT. He added: “'We will September. 

. todl Ifcfa our verson.” '■ ■ ••'McCo^^-^rjnjf Sff&ey 
Mflan are still not certain of 7 riflfoed itw^Stle ffif^nfier- 
quaiificatioD for the quarterdi- " wards- They accused us of a lack 
nab. They need a draw at home ofprofesaonalism- They said we 
to Rbsenborg Tkmdheim, the - .were there on holiday;’’ 


overdue, an extension of the 
continental practice of letting 
coaches coach and dub officials 
deal with peripheral matters 
would be a further boost 
This lack of knowledge, and 
tack of time to develop it, has a 
knock-on reflect Players are 
short qf tactical awarenesswith 
the gOstodrandiush erastiB cast- 
ing its long shadow. So too has 
tire poor Quality of schools mid 
vdaih coaching; winch is only now 
befog remedied. 

Vfe do have fin e' players and: 
Manchester .Unfed afld New- 
castle may yet qualify, along 
with Liverpool, for the spring 
stages of thrc companions. But 
it is dear that there is a long way 
to go before we can match the 


Terry Venables is facing a hos- 
tile reception from Australia’s 
football establishment over his 
appointment as national team 
coach. i 

An Australian newspaper's 
survey showed that two- thirds 
of national league coaches ope- 
pose his hiring for Australia's 
J998 World Cup canyon 
ahead of a domestic candidate. : 


some negative comments from 
the old guard.- they are critical 
because we did not choose a lo- 
cal,” the Soccer Australia chair- 
man, David SJ31, said. 

“Are they seriously suggest- 
ing that we should not have 
picked the best coach available 
and overlooked him for a locally 
.based coach?* HW said on his 
return from London, where he 


The view is shared by several '" recruited the farmer Barcelona 
former, intema&cinals and due and Tottenham manager. 


... . , former nationalieam coach. 

contmontfl.be*. ^ : critidsms. centred oo «£Amravn»K sections, the 
at Lancaster Gate, tHcrE^S the^cimito allow, thefoimer media, who haSfe'ques- 

two^year: search, fora technical i i r ^i w in i i i nsftff “-‘firg^ frr r dwS ftirff ij ti u i vrifat 

ckcectorto sfepdthe direction KSnirieiirLoDdDn, prompted a tjHfyregird as a second-rate foot- 
of the English game goes on... ' stj-jn repfy from the man who ball nation, KGD said. 

Payrper-view conld double gave him the £20Q.000*-yearjob. “Tbrry Venables has made it 

. United’s profits, page 25 . 'Its a shame that we have clear that there is nothing he 


Venables is also determined 


would love more then to meet 
England in the World Crip and 
bear them, for professional rea- 
sons qf course." Hill said. 

A straw poll in the Sydney 
Morning Herald yesterday 
showed eight Australian na- 
tional league coaches opposed 
the appointment, four backed 
it, and two were undecided 
“Someone is taking us for a 
ride, someone who dearly doesu*t 
understand the game," the Mar- 
coni coach, Manfred Schaefer, 
said. Tbe former Australia coach 
Rank Arok described \fenables 
as riot “a temn leader”. - . - 
A common theme among 
the dissenters was concern that 
Venables would still live in 
England, where he will oversee 


Australia’s 100-plus overseas- 
based players, for tbe duration 
of his I9-momh contract Un- 
der the terms of the deal, Ven- 
ables will take charge for all of 
Australia’s home and away in- 
ternationals. 

The former Notts County 
forward and now Brisbane 
Strikers coach. Rank Farina, is 
one of Hill’s supporters. He 
said: “Venables will open a lot 
of doors for the game." 

Venables, who resigned as 
England coach after guiding 
them to the semi-finals of Euro 
96, wfll take control of Australia 
for the first time in a four- 
nation series against Norway, 
South Korea and New Zealand 
in January. 








™w*imjwre.ai>d dm. , 

ttoXjfirictedriation could - >.-* 

k Ul 11,066 




R5x&ar^B{^ 
tbeVfedddi^ 
- HausStf TOthaffi 
-botir^asaikfj 


Sts of their “TTiepbyeisare riiattered," 

Baudouin Ribakare said. “In sport we . 
ift} entered have no ethnic differences, 


xmtaming the only thm^ we had. .. ... - 
srprovidr i ; TAiller.beSiuhg Sierra Lome: 
toroid -2-0 on aggregate irr the jre- 

tirtmiary mund. Burundi were 

HjedStot S^^bo^and Morocco. “We 
iiCup: : . . ' : -had nreimig to fear from those- ■ 




tra ctBts involved, theio&ball 
federation asked tbrir govttro- 

two seniorofBc^lsof 
erarionsentafax to Pifa saying 
that Burant^ werewthekawing 
fr^D.the Wrrld Cijc 


iup. 4xit King marks Telford's change 


BtirundTs -. J 


but it wastoo late; The two c£ 
fidafe who had sesatthe rmaur. 
ttorised fax were sacked, birt 
tife mt^ives for then actira^ rd-: 
main uncleariionae^jseifej; 


Hhri cxtteuuststo 
j nmedteam coached by 

i ; German football, with 
■abigdasb of African sfyte," hi 

oould&’L Ger- 
toacry. doesiT; neerf me, they 
-have ^ many cbadies. But iny: 
country heeded me." ’ 

Now. Rihakare may move 
:• abroaii^aire white; hisplayera - 
: nxnqnm^Ioricippcxtnnities. •_ 
“Onr ; fot0afl did ronjething 
positirefor tbeni^gedf bowi- 
.fi^r Mwikmbwe said. “Now 


coimtiylqses.'’ ' ; 

5 i-'-JRupeiiMepca^ 


Non-League notebook 

RUPERT METCALF 

Wayne Clarke became the GM 
Va urbaH Conference’s latest 
managerial casualty this week 
when he resigned after 18 
months in charge of Telford 
United. 

The former Wolves, Birm- 
ingham and Everton striker, the 
younger brother of Allan 
Clarke (once of Leeds and 
England), leaves the Shrop- 
shire side in a comfortable 11th 
place in the table, although 
they have lost six of their last 
seven Conference matches. His 
successor has already been ap- 
pointed : Jake King, the former 
Shrewsbury, Wrexham and 
Cardiff defender. 

King, who had been assistant 
manager of the League of Whies 
club, Newtown, will be working 


without a contract at tbe Buck’s 
Head, and says that if he does 
not get results be will not be 
“hanging around earning easy 
money”. King takes charge of 
Tfelford for the first time to- 
morrow at Dover Athletic. 

Having been rebuffed by 
Graham Roberts, who chose to 
remain in charge at the Iris 
League leaders, Yeovil Town, 
Kettering Town yesterday con- 
firmed that their caretaker man- 
ager, Steve Berry, can dispense 
with the first part of his job ti- 
tle. Last week Berry steered Ket- 
tering to their third consecutive 
win when they beat their local 
rivals Rushden & Diamonds in 
the Northamptonshire Senior 
Cup, and tomorrow he will hop- 
ing to celebrate his permanent 
appointment with a home win 
over Bromsgrove. 

A long way down the non- 
JLeague pyramid, the former 


Chelsea midfielder Ian Britton 
is also embarking on a man- 
agerial career - at the North 
West Counties League Second 
Divirion ride, Nelson- 

Dean Edwards, the man dis- 
placed as Wolves' centre-for- 
ward when Sieve Bull arrived at 
Molineux 10 years ago. has en- 
joyed a mixed start as manager 
oftbeSaewfix Direct (Western) 
League team. Bideford. After 
watching diem lose 9-0 at 
Taunton just after his appoint- 
ment was announced. Edwards 
guided Bideford to only their 
second League success of the 
season on Saturday: a 1-0 home 
win overWestbuiy. On Wednes- 
day, though, they lost 6-1 at 
Tiverton, who have won all 13 
of their League games this term. 

BriggTbwn, the EA Carlsberg 
Vase holders, begin their de- 
fence with a second-round lie 
tomorrow at Brandon United. 



Horror show: David Beckham (left) and Ole Gunnar Soiskjaer are frustrated at Old Ttafford Photograph: David Ashdown 

‘Old guard’ oppose Venables 


delivers 
on home 
territory 


Tennis 


NESHASWRCEVIC 

reports from Hanover 

Boris Becker, roared on by a 
hoistaxms home crowd, served 
■».| ar flcmpuHoffa7-6,7-6vic- 
tory over tbe Pete Sampras at 
the ATP T tor Champi- 

onship here yesterday. 

Becker, the defending cham- 
pion, advanced to the semi-fi- 
nals after bringing his record to 
2-0 in the round-robin section. 
Sampras, like the German a 
two-time champion in the end- 
of-seasoQ event, dropped to 1-1. 
It was Becker's second victory 
over Sampras within a month, 
die German having beaten him 
in the fi nal of the Eurocard 
Open last month in Stuttgart. 
Becker’s win delayed Sampras 
from becoming the fourth active 
player to register 500 career 
match victories. 

In the first set, Becker was the 
first in trouble and bad to bat- 
tle hard to avoid falling behind. 
He saved two break points in 
the second game, another in the 
fourth, and three more in the 
10th. coming from behind 0-40 
to turn the set his way. Sampras 
faced only one break point in 
the first set. in the third game. 

With the 15,000 capacity 
crowd in the Europe Hall 
stomping their feet ana roaring 
Becker on, Sampras screamed 
in frustration when Becker 
pulled even at deuce by hitting 
a winner on the line. 

Sampras appeared on the 
way to evening the score when 
he broke Becker for a 5-4 lead 
in the second. But he served two 
double-faults in the next game, 
fought off two break points 
and finally succumbed when 
Becker hit another low return 
that Sampras couid not get 
over the net. Becker again pre- 
vailed in the tie-break, hitting 
a spectacular backhand passing 
shot to clinch the match after 
2hr 9min_ 

Earlier, the new. Samurai 
hairstyle of Goran Ivanisevic did 
not help him against Michael 
Chang, who rallied lo outlast the 
Croat, 6-7, 7-6, 6-1. But the 
match was irrelevant for the 
tournament as Ivanisevic was al- 
ready assured of a place in the 
semi-finals while Chang, last 
year’s runner-up, had lost both 
his first two matches and had no 
chance of advancing. Chang at 
least picked up 5100,000 for his 
win. 

The other semi-finalist from 
that group will be known today, 
when Thomas Muster plays 
Richard Krajicek. 

Andre Agassi, booed off 
court after a dismal perfor- 
mance, was fined £30,000 for 
failing to appear at two pre- 
event functions. ATP officials an- 
nounced yesterday that Agassi, 
who pulled out of the rest of the 
tournament because of the ill- 
ness, had been fined five per cent 
of his Tour prize money for the 
year. 

■ In New York, Arautxa 
Sanchez Vicario and Gonchi- 
ta Martinez secured berths in 
the quarter-finals of the WTA 
Tour Championship at Madi- 
son Square Garden. The third- 
seeded Sanchez Vicario 
withstood the hard-serving 
Brenda Schultz-McCanhy for 
a 6-4. 7-6 win and the fourth- 
seeded Martinez overcame a 
sore left hamstring to survive 
a three-set scare against the 
lowest-ranked player in tbe 
field. Judith Wiesner. 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Spracklen 
comes back 
to Britain 


Mike Spracklen, anerif Britain’s 

most distinguished coaches, has 

agreed to return from Califor- 
nia, where he was in chaige of 
the United Stated Olympic 
eight, to become the women's 
national coach, writes Hu gh 
Matheson. " . 


American footbaB 
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McRae on track 

Scot follows a familiar path 
in the RAC Rally, page 30 


sport 
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United undone 

juventus underline shortcomings 
at Old Traffbrd, page 31 


Best fires untimely broadside at Rowe 


Rugby Union 


CHWS HEWEIT 


EjjglEh rugby's extraordinary 
ability to walk straight from one 
public relations disaster to an- 
other reached new levels of cx- 


pertise yesterday as Dick Best, 
a former national coach and 


current top dog at the League 
leaders Harlequins, took an 
wolarrassing swipe at the en- 
tire Twicken ham hierarchy. 

Just 48 hours before Eng- 
land's opening international of 
the season against Italy, Best 
claimed that the Rugby Football 
Union bad little faith in Jack 
Howell, the present coach, and 
described an unspecified number 
of RFU members os "gutless". 


Coming on top of the gov- 
erning body’s bitter wrangle 
with its own senior clubs. Best’s 
outburst was further proof thnt 
it would be easier to find a seise 
of harmony at The Ridings 
School iii Halifax. 

Yesterday should have been 
about Chris Sheasby, the Whsps' 

toose-forward who was called up 

to face the Italians when Ben 
Clarke's dead leg forced his 
withdrawal from the side. 

Sheasby will win his first cap 
in his customary position of 
No 8, with Tim Rodber shiftin g 
to the blindside flank. Martin 
Cony, the Bristol captain, 
comes in on the bench. 

Sadly, Sheasby s delight was 
undermined by Best's decision 
to plant a depth-charge direct- 


ly beneath the Good Ship 
England. 

In an interview with the mag- 
azine Rugby News he said: “I 
don't think Rowell will be either 
coach or manager by the time 
of the next World Cup in 1999. 
The RFU have got to invest in 
him but the problem is I don’t 
believe they have much faith in 
him. You don't give someone a 
one-year contract if you have 
confidence in him, do you? It 
tells me that at the end of the 
season it's probably 'Good- 
night Irene'." 

Best, who lost his own 
coaching role with England 
when Rowell reshuffled his 
panel after the 1994 tour of 
South Africa, has thrown darts 
at his old adversary before. This 


time, however, be opted for the 
flame-thrower by saying: “He 
avoids me at all costs. Rowell 
has avoided confrontation all 
his life - he did not even tell 
me himself that 1 was Out - and 
that is why he has never spo- 
ken to me since I was dis- 
missed. He has never 
telephoned me about my Har- 
lequins players. He just can't 
bring himself to do it" 

At least some of the players 


Rowell and the RFU felt com- 
pelled to respond. 

The coach was clearly not 


amused as he put his players 
at Iwick- 


who participated in the 1994 
privately b 


tour privately believe that Best 
was badly treated: others, on 
the other hand, found the whiff 
of sour grapes almost over- 
powering yesterday. Under- 
standably, even the most senior 
squad members decided to 
keep their counsel but both 


through their paces 
enham - “I don't understand 
the motivation of people who 
seek to disrupt the national 
team,” he said - while Derek 
Morgan, chairman of the Na- 
tional Playing Committee, in- 
sisted chat the RFU was 
"wholeheartedly behind Jack 
and his team”. RFU sources 
said they would be studying 
Best’s comments before decid- 
ing whether he might be 
charged with bringing the game 
into disrepute. 

Sheasby added to the furore 
by saying that bis close-season 
move frxm Harlequins to Y&sps 


had been crucial in his elevation 
from club player to interna- 
tional. “Ifl had stayed at Har- 
lequins, I would have been 
pushed by certain people and 
that would not have gone down 
well with England in the current 
dimate," be said. Clearly, Sheas- 
by believes that any recommen- 
dation from Best would have 
been disregarded by RoweH 
Somewhere in the midst of 
the gunsraoke, Phil de GlanviHe 
was attempting to assert his au- 
thority as England's new cap- 
tain by focusing the minds of his 
players on the task in hand. As 
ever, the coolly collected Bath 
centre was a paragon of diplo- 
macy - as far as we are con- 
cerned, this is a non-issue, he 
said. But there was no hiding 


the hint of frustration in his 


With five new caps in the side, 
De Glanville has enough on his 
plate without having to digest 
unpalatable attacks by former 
coaches. He is, however, suffi- 

dentfr skilled as a leader to tuiTi 

negatives into positives: if his 
players were not climbing the 
waUs to get at Italy before 
Best's intervention, they cer- 
tainly arc now. 

“Winning is the first and 
only priority," the captain said. 
“We need the new guys tocon- 
tributc from minute one. There 
will be no honeymoon period 
for them. It has to be straight 

in because the Italians are very 
skilled at half-back, well or- 
ganised defensively and are ca- 



pable of playing some fat 

rU §If there was ever any’cg^ 
placency in this camp, it’s jfe??. 
kmg gone. To my mind, the 
ians are good enough to turn thq 
Five Nations tournament into a 

Six Nations and they will be com- 
ing here to prove exactly tfiat. 

The Italians, who suffered » 
complications of their own 
terday as their planned - 

from Florence was cancellej at - 

short notice, wiB not experience £ 
Twickenham at its most intim-* 
Ida ting. Only 40.000 tickets ha$l 
been sold last night and, un- 


usuafly, the RFU will put the re- 
in aindc 


Jcr on sale on Saturday in 

an effort to maximise business 
at the turnstiles. 

Baa-Baas ready to run, page 30 


Spencer 


joins QPR 
for £2.5m 


Football 


NICK DUXBURY 


John Spencer yesterday took his 
goalscoring skills a short dis- 
tance across west London when 
he left Chelsea to join Queen's 
Bark Rangers for £2.5 m. 

The 26-year-old Spencer 
was Chelsea's top scorer with 13 
Premiership goals last season 
having been joint top scorer the 
previous campaign. However, 
the 5ft 6in striker has been 
frozen out following the Ruud 
Gullit revamp which saw Gi- 
anluca Vialli partnering Mark 
Hughes up front. 

Spencer's departure may not 
be the first. Mark Stein. Gavin 
Peacock, Eddie Newton and 
David Rocastle all appear to be 
surplus to requirements and 
Dennis Wise's future has been 
in doubt this week. 

The transfer of Spencer, who 
arrived at Stamford Bridge in a 
£450,000 move from Rangers in 
1992, has helped Chelsea to bal- 
ance the books following last 
week's £4 Jm signing of a third 
Italian. Gianfranco Zola. 

For First Division Rangers, 
Spencer's capture, coming soon 
after Trevor Sinclair’s decision 
to withdraw his transfer re- 
quest, is a welcomed shot in the 
arm. 

“I'm sure he’ll be a great as- 
set to this club," Stewart Hous- 
ton, the QPR manager, said of 
his first signing. “He has a 
good background and is a qual- 


ity player with experience." 
Alan SI 


Shearer reputation as 
the world's fastest healer was 


further enhanced yesterday 
when strode back into the New- 
castle team for tomorrow's 
game at Chelsea. 

The world's most expensive 
player returns to the Premier- 
ship just one month after his 
second groin operation and 
was described by the Newcas- 
tle spokesman, Graham Court- 
ney, as being “fit as a fiddle”. 
His comeback is a timely one for 
the Premiership leaders with 
Les Ferdinand weeks away 
from playing after an operation 
for a depressed cheekbone. 

With Shearer and Ferdinand 
around, Darren Huckerby has 
decided his onjy chance of first 
-team action lies at the other 
end of the table with Coventry. 

If all goes well in talks today, 
striker Huckerby, who started 
his career with Lincoln City and 
joined Newcastle for £400,000 
12 months ago, wiD agree a £Im 
transfer and could make his 
Coventry debut at home to As- 
ton Villa tomorrow. 

Huckerbys acquisition will 
probably not please Coventry's 
bank manager. The club lost 
nearly £8m for the year ended 
last May, the result of spending 
£7.8m on players and a subse- 
quent rise in the wage bill of 
£1.7mto£5.7m. 

One of Terry Venables new 
international charges, the Aus- 
tralian keeper Marc Scbwarzer, 
has turned down Manchester 
City and joined Bradford City. 
Schwarzer, who will cost 
Bradord £300,000 from Dy- 
namo Dresden, will make his 
debut at Charlton tomorrow. 

Cantona eclipsed, page 31 


Woods has to iron out flaws after worst round If 

k 



False start: Tiger Woods drives for the fairway as he 
slumped to the worst round of his short professional 
career yesterday, to finish 12 shots behind Greg Norman 
after the first day of the Australian Open. The 20-year-old 
American carded a seven- over-par 79 at the Australian 
Golf CM) course in Sydney, while Norman scored a 67. 


Woods, the winner of two tournaments since turning 
professional two months ago, stn£gled for accuracy 
around the Jack Nicklaus-designed course. His previous 
highest as a professional was a 78 at the four 
Championship in Oklahoma last month. “My good shots 
turned out bad, and my bad shots turned out horrible," 


Woods sakL 1 tried my heart out. I just couldn’t execute 
the shots. I was out of rhythm.'' Another round in the 
high 70s or 80s today would see Woods miss the cut 
after befog reportedly paid more than £15^000 in 

appearance fees. 

Scores, Digest, page 31. Photograph: Ross Land/Empic 
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ACROSS 

I Impromptu expression nf dis- 
satisfaction with shirt-maker? 
13.3.4) 

6 Introductions for hooks usu- 
ally mean further paperwork 

9 One who finishes trio meant 
for mxunposmon? Right 
( 10 ) 

10 Insect burrowing into leaf re- 
peatedly? (4) 

12 The roost recent develop- 
ment in explosives technolo- 
gy?(4,2.14) 

15 Mostly lack appeal in perfor- 
mance, like unaccompanied 
choirs (1.8) 

17 Something linked with TV 
show that is presented in a 
can (3-2) 

18 Unusual type of hone runs to 
river (5) ’ 


10 One who's not constrained 
about each amount of infor- 
mation found in newspaper 
(4.5) 

20 Fruit and vegetables used to 
be supplied by this stage (6. 

6) 

34 Former partners m the 
morning paper (4) 

25 Grass mostly waiting to impli- 
cate one not acting illegally 
(3-7) 

26 Repast that finally is extract- 
ed firm tin? (4) 

27 Unhappy sad male wallow- 
ing a very soft lump in the 
throat? (5. 5) 

DOWN 

1 Grain vessels beading off (4) 

2 Rage makes you pell over 
yard (4) 

3 ’Man, one taking on chare 


4 FunQv gathering's beginning 
with the sound of a bell 15) 

5 Idiot made a meal of going 
round ice with putter, initially 
- driver should be seen here!' 
(9) 

7 Nude dancing, during which a 
small number quit flat (10) 

8 Struggle io embrace bird - it 
may be brothers in lore! (10) 

II It incorporates us in a more 

prominent case (5, 7) 

13 Shout about a hoy dressing 
(5.5) 

14 Opera: vital aria without one 
in error gels cheers (2 8) 

16 Fellow due to tangle with a 
or! in difficulties? (9) 

21 True, millions can be found in 
:ntry (5) 

:crin 


large 

presented hy progenitor? (4, 


J) 


count. 

22 Speech defect is evident in 
recording (4) 

23 Unpleasant look of headless 
Mu 


goblin (4) 


White to the rescue 


Cricket 


MYLES HODGSON 
reports from Melbourne 
England A 231-4 v Victoria 


Craig White produced his most 
accomplished innings in Eng- 
land colours to help the A 
team out of trouble and into a 
commanding position on the 
opening day of their four-day 
match with Victoria aL Mel- 
bourne's Optus Oval stadium 
yesterday. 

The Yorkshire player, who 
last played for England in the 
sixth and final Test against the 
West Indies at Dent Bridge in 
August last year, re-established 
his credentials for the Test all- 


rounder's place with an un- 
beaten 92 as the tourists 
reached 231 for 4 at the close. 

White's vital contribution, 
which included crucial part- 
nerships with both Mark Butch- 
er and Adam Holiioake, 
enabled England to recover 
from losing Michael Vaughan, 
Anthony McGrath and Owais 
Shah, which had left them strag- 
gling on 59 for 3. 

White, dropped twice on 45 
and 85, overcame numerous 
weather interruptions to steer 
the tourists out of trouble with 
a 78-ron stand with Butcher, 
who fell for 55 after being bril- 
liantly stumped by the wicket- 
keeper Peter Roach off the 
off-spinner Brad Hodge. 

White continued his assault 


and hammered 11 fours in an in- 
nings lasting more than three 
hours, to finish just eight short 
of England As first century of the 
tour having combined with Hol- 
lioakc (45no) in an unbroken 94- 
run fifth-wicket partnership. 

first ct&foffaur, Maoris won toss 
ENGLAND A - M tanfogt 

M A Butcher si Roach b Hodge 55 

M P Vaughan c Roach o saw 5 

A McGrath few b Homing 9 


0 A Shah c Foster b DodemaKJe 17 

C Whtai not out ; 32 

"A J KoboatiB not out _ 45 

iflb4.nb4J 8 


Total (tar 4, 80 were). 


-231 


FOt 112. 2-21. 3-59. 4-137. 

To bat: M A Eriham, fW K Hegg. A F tales, 
G Chappie. 0 W Heedknr. 

BowSntf Fleming 16-6-27-1; Safer 14-2-36- 
1: Dodemade 19-6-31-1: Haney 14-1.55- 
0: Stacey 10-1-50-0; HoO0B 4-015-1; 
Karper 3-0-13-0. 

Victoria- *a 1C Docfenade, w g Ayers. B 
J Hodge, M R FOeter, L D Harper, 1 J Haney. 
O WBanmg, DJ Srtar. B J Stecay. G Rtflm- 
panl, tPJ Roach. 

Uu^MraK □ T Morrow and I W Stratford. 


Scudamore eclipsed by McCoy 

Racing 


GREG WOOD 
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Tony McCoy, the champion 
National Hum jockey, reached 
a century of winners in a sea- 
son faster than any rider in jump 
racing history yesterday when he 
partnered Class Of Ninctytwo 
to victory in a handicap chase 
at Warwick. He beat the previ- 
ous record, held by Peter Scu- 
damore and set in both 1988 
and 1989. by 30 days. 

Were he not such a consum- 
mate sportsman, however, Scu- 
damore might be tempted to 
demand a stewards’ inquiry, 
since McCoy's achievement 
rests on the date of his 100th 
winner, rather than the number 
of days taken to ride it. The re- 
cent introduction of National 
Hunt raring during the summer, 
with foe season deemed to start 
in June rather than August, has 
moved the goalposts signifi- 
cantly, and while McCoy need- 


ed 331 rides to reach three fig- 
ures, Scudamore took just 290 
in 1989. 

None the less, yesterday's 
new mark will be seen as the lat- 
est milestone in a British riding 
career which has yet to reach its 
third birthday. McCoy claimed 
his first senior riders' title at the 
end of last season, just 12 
months after running away with 



McCoy: Fastest to centtvy 
of jump racing victories 


the championship for condi- 
tional jockeys, and at 22 is al- 
ready established as one of the 
Guest pilots of his generation. 

“Three years ago I couldn’t 
imagine getting 100 rides, let 
alone 100 winners,** McCoy 
said. “Ifl can keep up the mo- 
mentum, retaining the tide is the 
big aim, and it would be nice to 
ride some big winners along the 
way too." 

Martin Pipe, the champion 
trainer, played a leading role in 
the record-breaking season of 
both Scudamore and McCoy, 
and with Ins assistance, Scud- 
amore's most impressive 
achievement, the 221 winners be 
rode in a single season, may afco 
be within McCoy’s reach. 

“Obviously Peter was an un- 
believable nder and it is fan- 
tastic to beat the record that he. 
set," McCoy said. “My main 
concern is staying in one piece 
but if things go well I'd have a 
go at beating his 221.’’ 

Racing, page 29 


MORSE 


It’s thin. 

(But not a lightweight). 



» 


This is a JavaStatioa It's a thfo dent 
- the kind of machine that visionary 
companies H<e Sun Microsystems 
believe represents the future of 
corporate desktop computing. 


It has no risk, it has no conventional 
operating system, it's designed to 
run ptre Java, using applications 
residing on your server. The benefits 
include higher refebaty, bette- 
seaiity - and a significant decrease in 
cost of cwnersftp over traditional PCs. 


Call for our JavaStation one-page 
summary, and Network Corrputfog 
and Java executive briefo^. 
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Morse Computers 


0800 22 88 88 
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